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PREFACE. 


By the EDITOR. 


papers my 
late brother left behind him, I 
met with the manuſcripts from 
whence the following compilation 
is extradted: but rather in a looſe 
and undigeſted ſtate; being only a. 
rough 1 what 1 ſeemed to 
have a gu to di and, pr 

bably, to continue A if bis 
life been prolonged : yet even 
in this unfiniſhed _— Gading them 
to contain much uſeful matter, ma- 
ny pertinent, judicious and inſtruc- 
tive reflections, worthy of, and, as 
J imagined, deſigned for a more ge- 
neral ſervice than to lie locked up 


IN reviewi ing the 


in a ſcrutoir, or be confined to his 


a own 
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own private family; I willingly de- 
voted a portion of my leiſure time, 
to the xeviſing, collating and digeſ- 
ting thereof. And I find no reaſon 
to repent of my labour, or think this 
portion of my time miſpent, having 
received much ſatisfaction and pro- 
fitable impreſſion therefrom, as 1 
hope the candid reader will alſo, in 
the ſerious and unprejudiced peru- 
ſal thereof. 
Of literary ſubjeas, hiſtory hath 
been nated amongſt the moſt im- 
proving and intereſting: and, I 
think, it may be allowed this rank 
of precedence, ſo far as it leads by 
illuſtrious or pious examples, to vir- 
tue or good condud in life; or by 
a detection of vicious charaders, ex- 
poſeth the deformity of vice, and the 
ill conſequences thereof, as leſſons 
of caution, againſt the evils we are 
to avoid. 

Yet the general ſcope of hiſtory, 
being ws * ory: 
of the great and the powerful, un- 
folding the violent, or the crafty 

meaſures, 
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meaſures, whereby worldly power 
hath been- acquired, and the policy 
whereby it is ſupported. and main- 
tained, doth not, in general, abound 
with patterns, for the private man, 
to form himſelf by; and too ſeldom 
_ exhibits ſuch, as the good man could 
copy after, without departing. from 
his character. ; 2 

Every man cannot riſe; to -conſpi-- 
cuous ſtations in life, or attain the 
abilities requiſite to fill them with 
reputation to himſelf, and advantage 
to the community: but every man 
may attain to (that which is infi- 

nitely beyond them) the favour of 
his creator, by yielding obedicnce to 
his revealed will, and his divine com- 
mands. It is not every man's buſi- 
neſs to copy the States man, the 
Hero, or the Phileſopher; but it is 
every man's moſt intereſting concern, 
to live ſo in this world, as to obtain 
everlaſting happineſs in the next. 
That hiſtory therefore or biogra- 
phy, which deſcribes the lives of 
ſuch, as have ſteadily directed their 
— courſe 
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courſe thro' this world to a better, 
in the right line of piety toward 
God, and goodneſs of — and life 
among men, ſeems in an eſpecial man- 
ner to — — 4 _ 
tive peruſal; rticu „ VW 
theſe — 1 from a 
view of being ſtill helpful, and ſer- 
viceable to mankind, when they 
ſhall be no more among them in 
this ſtate of mutability, leave be- 
hind them lively monuments of 
their experience of the work of ſanc- 
tification, and ſaving grace in them: 
reciting not only the actions and oc- 
currences of their lives; but the in- 
ternal motives of thoſe actions, and 
the effect of thoſe occurrences, on 
the ſtate of their _ unfolding 
the gradual operation of the grace of 
Got for 222 from evil, 
and ſhewing forth the fruits of the 
ſpirit, out of a good converſation : 
Herein leaving the evident prints 
of their footſteps to laſting felicity, 
for their ſurvivors, to trace the path 
to the like glorious inheritance. ae 
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Of this kind of Biography, we 
have had ſeveral tracts nblhes, in 
our ſociety, divers of which, having 
peruſed with much ſatisfaction and 
advantage, as being thereby anima- 
ted to an ardent deſire, of treading. 
the ſame path to bleſſedneſs. and 
tracing the footſteps of the flock, to- 
the ſhepherd's tent, I am induced the 
more readily to forward the publi- 
cation of the following ſheets, and 
the more earneſtly to recommend 
them, (with other compoſitions of 
the like nature) to the ſolid atten- 
tion of my friends, and 1 
to the — of this 
Whom I could wiſh to ws — ap- 
prized, that our reading and auch. 
as well as every other occupation of 
our lives, is moſt properly and moſt 
profitably employed in the purſuit 
and acquiſition of thoſe virtuous diſ- 
poſitions, whereby we may pleaſe 
our maker, fill up our ſtations in 
life with propriety, and be good ex- 
amples in our generation, and that it 
is a matter of important conſequence 
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to all, but eſpecially to this age of 
mmexperience, to be very careful, and 
well directed, in the choice of the 
books they read, as well as the com- 
pany they familiarly affociate with, 
that they be ſuch as may make pro- 
fitable impreſſions upon them: theſe 
filent companions of the cloſet com- 
municate a good or evil influence, 
according to the ſubjects they treat 
of, and the manner in which 
are treated, with a ſecret but pow- 
erful effect upon the tender mind, 
and the apoſtle's obſervation that 
Evil communications corrupt good 
manners“ is, in my opinion, ap- 
plicable to corrupting books, as well 
as corrupting Companions. 

From the clear ſenſe they had of 
the pernicious tendency of ſuch com- 
poſitions, our friends both in a pri- 
vate and collective capacity, have 
been frequently concerned to recom- 
mend a care in parents and guardians 
to prevent, and caution to youth and 
others to reſtrain their inclination * 


* 1 Cor. xy. 33. 
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the reading of Such books as tend 
* to leaven the mind into vanity, 
% profaneneſs and infidelity,” un- 
der which deſcription are comprized, 
Plays, novels and romances, and 
all thoſe which have a tendency 
to lead the mind from piety, and 
to oppoſe or reject the divine au- 
A thority of the holy ſcriptures: 
and this licentious age, which hath 
produced an inundation of filitivus 
compoſitions of the former kind, 
romances and novels in abundanee, 
preſents an occaſion to reinforce the 
caution to our young friends, to be- 
ware of touching the unclean thing, 
leſt their minds be imperceptibly de- 
filed thereby. 

For ſuch writings being adapted 
to the depraved taſte of an indolent 
and luxurious generation, they ſeem 
more calculated for a diverting en- 
tertainment, or the amuſement of an 
idle hour, than for profitable inftruc- 
tion, or real improvement in morals, 

—_—_ in 


+ See Yearly Meeting's Fpiftles, 1723, 1762, &c. 
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in underſtanding, or in the temper of 
the mind: and the time employed 
therein, I judge, in general miſpent, 
or ſpent to a bad purpoſe, and 
« 'There's but little need to drive 
away that by fooliſh divertiſe- 
ments, which flies away ſo ſwiftly 
« of itſelf; and when once gone is 
never to be recalled. Plays, Balls, 
« Treats, Romances, Muſick Love- 
« ſonnets, and the like, will be a 
« yery invalid plea, for any other 
« purpoſe than their Condemnatzon, 
« who are taken and delighted there- 
« with, at the revelation of the righ- 
** teous Judgment of God.” William 
Penn's No Croſs no Crown, Chap. 1 5. 
Sec. 7. Few, I believe, are much 
the better or wiſer, for the hours 


they paſs in peruſing ſuch produc- 
tions. The greater part, being the 


invention of corrupt minds, have a 


very corrupting influence. And thoſe 
which appear moſt plauſible, are too 
generally formed to fill the head 


with romantick ideas, and airy ima- 
ginations ; 
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ginations; to flatter our pride, in- 
fuſe a taſte for ſenſual pleaſures, 
nouriſh our propenſity to wotldly 
grandeur, and the deſire of great 
poſſeſſions, and to bring the mind into 
a diſſipated ſtate : operating in a di- 
rection diametrically oppoſite to the 
grace of God, which bringetb ſalua- 
tion; “ and teacheth us to deny all 
ungodlineſs, and worldly luis; and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godlily in this preſent world. 

For theſe reaſons I am induced on 
this occaſion to caſt in my mite, and 
give my ſuffrage to this concern of 
the ſociety, I am connected with in 
religious fellowſhip, for the preſer- 
vation of their members from hurt- 
ful purſuits: deſiring they may re- 
ceive the word of exhortation to re- 
frain from unprofitable or prejudicial 
compoſitions, as well as to peruſe 
with ſeriouſneſs, ſuch as tend to 


impreſs the mind with religious con- 


ſiderations, and influence it to the 
practice of picty and virtue. 


Dos 
„ TOTN 
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From ſundry papers which have 
formerly come into my hands, I have 
reaſon to believe, it was a prac- 
tice with the author of the en- 
ſuing pages, to take down in manu- 
ſcript frequent reviews of his life, 
by way of keeping an account there- 
of, in order to take a more minute 
retroſpeQtion : and to form a more 
preciſe judgment how he was pre- 
pared and preparing for the final 
account ; a profitable, rational, and 
religious exerciſe! which it might 
be advantageous for all to employ 
themſelves in every day of their 
lives. Theſe ſeem to have been de- 
fi 1 meerly for his own private 
but at 1 different periods he 
commenced a review of the whole, 
I imagine, with a more extenſive 
view, the firſt in the 35th year of his 
age; the ſecond in the 54th, and the 
taird in the 66th, but had proceeded 
only a little way in the laſt, when 
he was removed from this life. I have 
traced the laſt, as far as it was car- 
rice form ard, and the ſecond to the 
end: 


——— — — 
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end: and from that period, having 
collected what authentick memorials 
I could, I have in a ſupplement con 
tinued the narration to the cnd of 
his life, which, with the memoirs to 
which it is annexed, is ſubmitted to 
the candour of the judicious reader. 

I have alſo annexed an epiſtle to 


—_—— 


friends in Ireland, which I found 


amongſt the papers from whence 
the following memoirs are compiled, 
which ſeems deſigned for publica- 


tion, and in which there are many 


obſervations well worthy the atten- 
tion of thoſe in particular to whom 
it is addreſſed, and of others into 
whoſe hands it may fall. 
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A Teſtimony, from the Men's 
Meeting of Dublin, concerning 
JAMES GOUGH deceaſed. 


11 pleaſed divine providence, to 
remove from us by death our worthy 
friend james Gough, we feel our minds 
impreſſed to give forth the following teſ- 
timony concerning him. 

By authentic accounts we find he was 
born at Kendal in Weſtmoreland in the 
year 1712. And, in his young years, 
was made ſenſible of an inward monitor 
to reprove his x to evil, and 
convince him of the error of his ways, 
which made, at times, profitable impreſ- 
ſions on his mind for a ſeaſon; but, 
through the inſtability of youth, theſe 
impreſſions proved not deep enough to be 
laſting, till about the twenty-firſt year 
of his age, when he removed from the 
North of England to Briſtol, it pleaſed 
divine goodneſs to favour him with a 


freſh and prevailing viſitation of his love, 
whereby he was made willing to give up, 
in ſelf-denial and circumſpection of life, 
to yield obedience to his requirings, who 
in his fatherly loving-kindneſs had thus 
viſited his ſoul : and, by the gradual ope- 


ration 


(= ] 


ration of the divine power therein, he 
experienced a growth in the work of 
ſanctification, and was thereby formed 
into a veſſel prepared for the maſter's uſe. 

About the year 1738, he removed from 
Briſtol, 
ter he came forth in a public teſtimony, 
to the virtue and efficacy of that trutt 
which himſelf had or gy the be- 
neficial effects of, an ing in his 

ift, he became an able miniſter of the 
goſpel, and an inſtrument of ſervice in 
the church. 

His firſt journey, in the work of the 
miniſtry, was in the year 1740, to the 
counties of Cumberlaud, Weſtmoreland, 
Lancaſhire, and part of Yorkſhire : His 
next to Leinſter province: and in the 
ſummer 1743, he vilited the meetings of 
friends through the principality of Wales, 
and many parts of England; in the 
courſe of which viſit, he attended the 

early meeting of Wales, with thoſe of 
Briſtol and 7. : Soon after his return 
he thought it his duty to remove into 
Leinſter province, and fixed his reſidence 
in Mountmelick, where his ſervice became 
extenſive, being in the center of a large 
body of friends. He almoſt conſtantly 
attended our ay quarterly and 


nation al 


and ſettled in Cork, and ſoon af- 
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national meetings, where he was often 
drawn forth, in the pure ſtreams e® 4 
pel love, to the refreſhment, and edifica- 
tion of friends: In the year 1774, he 
ſettled in this city, where he was well re- 
ceived, and well beloved, his innocent life 
and converſation —_— his goſpel la- 
bours amongſt us, being filled with love 
to mankind in general, and in particu- 
lar to the flock and family, with whom 
he was joined 1n religious fellowſhip. 

He followed his occupation of ſchool- 
maſter, for ſome time in this city, but, 
in his advanced years, not being ſuffici- 
_ ently able to bear the fatigue and con- 
finement attendant on that employment, 
and being deſirous to be more at liberty 
for the exerciſe of his gift, he gave it up: 
and forthe three Jaſt years * 
member of this meeting tra velled much 


And finally, being on a religious viſit 
to friends in the province of Munſter, and 


having proceeded to the ciry of Cork, 
N vhere 


(where he was engaged in a viſit to the 
families of friends, and had with much 
diligence nearly finiſhed the ſame,) it 
pleaſed the Sovereign Ruler of the uni- 
veiſe, in whoſe hand our lives are, there 
to fix a period to his labours, and to re- 
move him from works to rewards : for 
being ſeized with indiſpoſition, and fol- 
lowing the ſervice before him too cloſely 
(as was a d) it encreaſed upon 
him to ſuch a e as brought on his 
diſſolution, and he quietly departed this 
life, at the houſe of our friend, Joſeph 
Garratt, in ſaid city, (where he was af- 
fectionately and tenderly attended and 
taken care of during his illneſs) we believe 
in peace with the Lord, and much regret- 
ted by friends here and elſewhere, amongſt 
whom his zealous labours will be much 
_ miſſed. 

We deſire that the removal of faithful 
labourers, may be ſo laid to heart by their 
ſurvivors, as that they may be incited to 
copy their examples, tread the ſaine ſteps 
to bleſſedneſs, and thereby be qualified to 
fill their vacant places with propriety 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
« upright: for the end of that man is 
peace.“ 


He 
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He departed this life the 6th of the roth 
mo. 1780, and was buried in the bury- 
ing-ground belonging to friends of ſaid- 
city, the gth of ſame. Aged 67, 
a Miniſter 41 years. | 

Signed in and on behalf of our Men's- 
meeting held in Dublin, the 1oth of the 
4th mo. 1781. 


John Bancroft Thomas Bewley 


William Ja 
William Knott 
Thomas BewleyJun. 
Samuel Ruſſell 
Thomas Barrington 


INTRODUCTION. 


O R my own future benefit, and 
for _ too into whoſe hands it 
may fall, I am induced to commit 
to writing the following review of my 
days, now in the 66th year of my age: 
nr II the ocean 
life, 1 care ought to be to 
ſteer our courſe through it ts the port of 
reſt, and unmixed felicity, choagh it 
were through all kinds of hardſſi 2 
ſelf-denial; ſince, if we fail of thi 
it is then too late to amend it. 
Could all the pleaſures and advantages 
of this life be attained and enjoyed per- 
fect and unmixed to it's even ſo 
they would be no compenſation for the 
loſs of happineſs in a future and immortal 
ſtare. But thoſe 1 and advanta- 
ges never can be ſo enjoyed by any one, 
unleſs his paſſions and inclinations are 
ſubject to the government of God, who 
alone ought to govern his creatures, and 
who diſcovers his will, to the humble at- 
tentive mind. 


Indeed the enjoyers of the 
gs of — 1 may ſhew a face 
ators, while 


| 
in the midſt of a, nichour and ani. 
ments: yet a ſecret worm is often felt by 
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as it were gnawing at the latent 

root of their exultation and grandeur. 
It is the univerſal and impartial regard 
of Omnipotence, which rebukes them for 
letting looſe the reins of their luſts or 
eager inclinations, deſigning thereby their 
timely reformation for their everlaſting 
a It often oppoſes the ambitious and: 
proud, in their career; with the un el- 
come diſcoveries, that they. are roving in 
other purſuits than thoſe that. heaven de- 
ſigned for them: and not applying their 
precious time and talents to the great and 
good purpoſe for which they were given. 
>ometimes it diſplays the beauties and be- 
nefits of rectitude, deſerted by them; and 
ſometimes the horror and ſad conſequence 
of perſiſting in the neglet or viola- 
tion of duty, thus diſcovered on the one 
__ and. counteracted by them on the 
other. 
Hence: too generally, diſliking the 
check to preſent caſe * — ſuch 
as are intruſted with the means of doing 
good, and helping others on their way, 
turn their attention from this omnipreſent 
monitor, this faithful boſom friend. They 
fly to tempting varieties, to ſoothing de- 
ceptions, to amuſing recreations; they 
bear their heads aloft among the envying 
multitudes, and ſeek to drown his ſalu- 


L! 
tary admonitions in ſplendor, noiſe, flut- 
ter, intemperance and diſſipation. 
Many ſuch I have knoun, who are 
now gone to their long homes, whom in 
my younger years I envied. 

I have been ſo fooliſh as to transfer 
my envy from them, after they diſap- 
peared, to their vain and ſhort-lived ſuc- 
ceſſors; many of whom are alſo gone, 
and ſo will the reſt ere long. And then 
what follous thoſe that have left their 
heaven behind them, who aſſuming to 
themſelves the direction that was due to 
(30d, have refuſed the reverence and obe- 
dience of his laws ? Ah then the enviers 
and envied, like the blind led by the 
blind, fall into one abyſs. Unfit for the 
regions of pure love to God and each 
other, of perfect peace, of joy unſpeak- 
able and full of gliryt, they are debarred 
from admiſſion into them. Separated in 
the courſe of juſtice, plunged with the 
vaſt and innumerable hoſts of rebellious 
and execrable ſpirits, all their bitterneſs, 
envy, reſentmeut, tager deſires ungrati- 
tied, unceaſing vexation and anguiſh de- 
ſcead with them, with infinite increaſe 
in an undodied ſtate. + 

A ſenſual earthly mind is too much 
vitiated to reliſh the pure joys, or to ſuit 
the ſociety of the ſpirits of the juſt made 


+ Pet. i. 8. 
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g bei,, Goods is painful tothe wick: 
| ſo contrary to the depravi 
tic ware. Heaven would be no 


ven to them. 
A change of heart is neceſſary whe 
expenienced by every man, from a ſtate 
of nature to Hf ſtate of grace; from 
carthly and ſenſual diſpoſitions and af- 
fections, to holy and heavenly, in or- 
der to be fitted for the fruition of, as 
well as the admiſſion into the kingdom 
of heaven. It is then the greateſt wiſ- 
dom, while time and ity are af- 
forded, n 
ſtate of mind, whereby we may be 
pared, when all the tranſitory deli 
amuſements and deſirable objects of this 
world fail, to be received into everlaſting 
habitations: and how our hearts 
to be filled with thank to God, who 
in his univerſal love to mankind, hath 
provided for them a phyſician, able and 
willing to heal all nations, to create clean 
hearts, and renew right ſpirits in all, who 
ſubmit to him, and follow his directions. 
But in order to attain this deſirable 
ſtate, we muſt make a total ſurrender of 
ourſelves to the divine will revealed to 
us, in daily ſelf-denial and fidelity; per- 
ſevering therein to the end of our days, 
ardent in deſire to do good, and to be 
conformed to the mind of our creator. 


! 


The leſs we look out unneceſſarily into 
the world, or covet its honours, favours, 


friendſhip and grmaes, eſs, and the more 
we look to God with a ſingle eye, and 


covet his honour, favour, friendſhip 
and riches, the more ſhall we expe- 
rience a growth in the very root, and in 
all the branches of the divine life, that 
we may be as a chaſte ſpouſe to Chriſt in 
every deſire and aim, in every motion of 
the mind, and its companion the body 
too, and ſurely he ever merits it from us, 
even he who has graciouſly viſited, and 
from day to day invited, and called us 
out of the ſpirit and ways of the world, 
to join himſelf, in order to e with 
him and his, of pure peace and joy in the 
preſent, and more infinitely in a future 
ſtate. His call is Come out from among 
them, and be ye ſeparate, touch no 
„ unclean thing, and 1 will receive you, 
« and [I will be a father to you” &c.* 

By this call were our honourable pre- 
deceſſors in the beginning, ſeparated from 
the ſpirit and ways of the world, and, 
— to 3 touching the unclean 
ing or whatever ſprang from an impure 
— 5 what COS ſoever that re- 
fuſal might coſt them, knowing that he 


* 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18 
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whom they obeyed, and in whom they 
truſted, _— 2 them thro all op- 
poſition, whi y experienced (to their 
_ unſpeakable joy) to be fulfilled, and live- 
lily teſtified to the world many of them 
both living and dying. 

Thoſe happy men and women left the 
Lord's vineyard (thro' their faithful la- 
bours with the divine bleſſing upon them) 
well fenced and clean (having gathered 

out the ſtones thereof) and abounding with 
the excellent fruits of the holy ſpirit of 
Chriſt. | 

After this, degenetacy ſtole in, revolting 
ro the world, reimbibing it's ſpirit, reſu- 
ming its cuſtoms, language and manners : 

which has ſince widely fpread and over- 
flowed like a deluge, broken down the 
fence, and introduced an unhappy change 
in the ſtate of our ſociety. 

Yet there is no change in God or his 
laus. Oh! then that we may ſpeedily 
return back to him and them, and to that 

Nate from whence we have fallen, elſe 

Bl it 15 to be feared, will be our con- 
mnation. 

Having premiſed Ar brief and moſt 

important obſervations, I now proceed to 

the narrative of my own life. 


— - E 
r * - 


tinued till my _— year. Having a 
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JAMES GOUGH. 


WAS born at Kendal in Weſtmor- 
land on the TS _ month, 1712, 
and m rents Ma Gough 
— the Truth as held by the 
called Quakers, I received my education 
in the ſame profeſſion. My mother, who 
was an induſtrious, careful, well-minded 


woman taught me to read; and when I 


was a little turned of five years of age 
I commenced a ſcholar in friends ſchool 
in my native town, under the tuition of 
Thomas Rebanks, at which ſchool I con- 


good 
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you! nius and a propenſity to * 
2 with facility 1? — 


and readineſs the 
Latin and Greek languages; and my 
quick proficiency therein, (I being of 
little ſtature for my age) _— * 
tion, procured me the fame o t 
ſcholar, vaſtly magnified my little e ſock 
of attainments; and alſo introduced me to 
the notice of ſeveral perſons of eminence 
in the town who would frequently queſ- 


tion me in reſpect to my learning, and 


were generally pleaſed with my ready 
anſwers. 


In particular a diſtinguiſhed juſtice of 


peace, with his wife, took a —— notice 
of me, admitting me (young as I was) to 


free converſation with them, and intro- 
ducing me at times int 


which frequented their houſe. * ſaid 


juſtice would ſay, that if my parents \ 


ye 06h to him, he 
univert1 
ds. This 
EE 
wiſhed for. 
By theſe means the ſeeds of wild na- 
ture, the noxious weeds of pride and vain 
conceit (the of every ſoil) re- 
ceived and nouriſhment in my 
carly minority, and ſhot up high for my 
preſcat childiſh age. 


ow 


do grand company | 


my ambition, | 


Bur 


n 
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But in ſome ſort to counter- balance 
theſe incentives to pride and airy notions, 
I had the advantage of receiving my edu- 
cation in a place, in and about which 


there lived many worthy friends, whoſe 


exemplary lives, and religious care and 
labours, often in my early years made 
good impreſſions on my mind, which 
(though my own propenſities ſoon effaced 


them) left fixed upon my breaſt an ho- 


nourable eſteem for thoſe truly good men 
and women, with painful reflections under 
the ſenſe of my own infidelity, and ſecret. 
wiſhes for that happy condition, which, I 
really believed them to be eſtabliſhed in, 
by Chriſt their redeemer and Sovereign. 
My underſtanding was enlightened when 
very young, to ſee both my own defict- 


encies in duty, and thoſe of many others 


more advanced in years; and | thought, 
if 1 lived to be a man, their harms ſhould 


.be my warnings. 


I remember a worthy miniſter, Joſeph 
Jordan from Virginia, having had the 
ſmall-pox at a friends houſe in Kendal, 
and being raiſed up again, at the firſt 
meeting which he got to after it, was 


drawn out in ſuch a moving manner in 


that the meeting in general 
ſeemed to be impreſſed with great tender- 
neſs under it: and I then (though but 


B 2 very 


4 TAE LIFE or 


very young) had a ſhare therein. The 
deſirableneſs of living fo, as to obtain di- 
vine favour ſeemed to be very clearly and | 
ſtrongly ſet before our view. And the op- 
portunity had ſome good effect upon my 
mind for a ſhort ſeaſon. 
Here we may remark the advantage 
that accrues to religious ſociety and to 
meetings, where they are favoured with a 
number of faithful elders, living minitters, 
and fpiritually-minded friends; men of 
truth, © fearing God and hating covet- 
ouſneſs *. The livelineſs of their ſpirits; 
the clearneſs of their fight, and the uni- 
fFormity of their conduct and converſation, 
qualify them to ſhew the people how they 
ſhould walk in the purſuit of peace, both 
by precept and example; precepts drawn 
from the living ſpring of experience, and 
examples formed by a watchful attention 
to the pointings and limitation of truth. 
] remember ſore whoſe very countenances 
ſeemed to command awe, and impreſs ob- 
ſervers with ſerious conſideration. As the 
ſalt of the earth, ſeaſoning thoſe amon 
whom they walked with a ſenſe of the 
truth which lived and predominated in 
them; under the powerful influence there- 
of theſe kept up meetings both for Vor- 


* Exod 18 21. 
9 ſhip 
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ſhip and diſcipline, * and were enabled 
thereby to keep things in good order, as 
themſelves were a good ſavour in their 
allotments. On the other hand we may 
obſerve that where the elders and active 
friends are not under this qualification; 


= but under the form are ſuifering their 


hearts to go after their covetouſneſs, ſe- 
cretly departing from under the influence 
of this divine principle, the cauſe and 
prevalence of truth too often declines 
amongſt the different ranks of the people, 
as in the day when a ſtandard-bearer. 
fainterh.” 

My mother made it her maxim in her 
: lan of education to accuſtom her chil- 
; dren to uſeful employment, frugal fare, 
' and to have our wills * order 
hereby to render us better fitted to undergo 
any future hardſhips in life, that — 2 
be allotted to befal us. And I have rea- 
ſon to think that her cares and endea- 
vours, with the examples and labours of 
of good friends, were to me as © bread 
caſt upon the waters“ *, which appeared 
after many days. In the intervals of 
ſchool-hours ſhe would be for employing, 
me in one uſeful occopation or other. 
This I thought a great hardſhip; and be- 


Eccl. 11. 1, 
ing 
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ing much mortified thereby, I exerted my 
wits to evade it, often feigning pretences 
of ſchool-taſks and exerciſes, ſet me by 
by my maſter, and ſuch like groundleſs 
excules. 

The great duty of education, to diſ- 
charge it rightly needs divine inſtruction 
and aſſiſtance, as much as any duty in 
life, and therefore parents have need 
fervently to pray for it, and faithful- 
ly to follow it when received. Other- 
wiſe they may be in danger of falling 
ſhort, and the deviations and miſcarria 
of the children (at leaſt in part) may 
at their doors. : 

But if my mother might ſeem to err on 
the one hand, viz. that of ſeverity, it is 
to be feared that the far greater number 
err on the other hand, viz. that of indul- 
gence and connivance : and that thou 
the former be more painful for the preſent, 
yet the latter generally proves more per- 
nicious in its effects and future conſe- 
quences. I verily believe, I have enjoyed 
a better ſtate of health, from being brought 
up in a hardy way, as my conſtitution 
was but weak and tender. 

Upon a review of my ſtate at this a 
my recollection repreſents it as a compli- 
cation of ambition, envy, craft and de- 
ceit; but that even then, a divine moni- 

rar 
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tor was near me to manifeſt and ve 
the corruption of ,my heart, and the evil 
of my ways. I was ſenſible of my 
mother's anxious care for my preſervation 
from evil, and attainment of : but 
I eluded as much as I could the confine- 
ment, which ſhe thought conducive thereto, 
in k me under her own eye, and 


out of way of corrupting com- 


pany. I loved liberty; 1 ſought it 
with eagerneſs, frequently got it by craft, 


FID 


enced yo le are too apt to do. 

In dus fare, i well * I was 
afraid and aſhamed to meet with 
friends, ſuch as I yet loved and honoured, 
being inwardly convicted from the conſci- 
ouſneſs of my own vile and un 
conduct. Sometimes I received from ſome 


of them the reproof I deſerved ; and ſome- 
times I thought their very ſilence rebuked 


me. At other times in their company the 


love and deſire of goodnefs re-entered 


with a ſtrong force. But being withdrawn 
therefrom, temptation too often reinſtated 
vice in its wonted ſeat in my heart, and 
in the direction of my conduct. 

Leaſily and clearly ſaw the wide differ- 
ence — good and bad company, and 
how much the former was preferable; yet 
the powerful allurements of the latter 

7 forcibly 
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forcibly drew me into, and held me faſt 
in a wretched captivity thereto, manifeſtly 
contrary to my better judgment, which, 
I fear, is the caſe of many others. 

There being a large body of friends in the 
county of Weſtmorland and the adjacent 
parts, our men meetings were many of 
them very largely attended; and as it was 
the care of the elders, and other friends 
concerned for the welfare of rhe youth, 
ro encourage them very early to attend 
the meetings of diſcipline for their im- 

vement in virtue and ſobriety; I at- 
tended many of theſe large meetings, but 
too frequently without reaping any ſhare 
of the real benefit intended by them, or 
receiving any other impreſſions than thoſe 
of vanity and airy ambition: ſo that 
however ſuch meetings were favoured with 
divine virtue and power, the diſſipation 
and abſence of my fooliſh roving mind 
rendered it like the barren heath, not 
ing by the fruitful ſhower, or chear- 
ing beams of the ſun. 
And there 1s reaſon to fear, that this 
may be the caſe of too many young peo- 
ple, who are pleaſed to go to theſe large 
meetings from other motives than thoſe of 
iety, who, forgetful of the intent and 
2 of them, indulge their corrupt in- 
clinations in very unſeaſonable gaiery and 
feſtivity. 
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feſtivity. What the faithful labourers in 
the church endeavour to build up, theſe. 


in their unguarded conduct pull down, 
and ſometimes bring reproach and diſ- 
agreeable reflections on their religious pro- 
feſſion. 

Whereas had theſe meetings been con- 
ſtantly beautified with an uniformity in 
the conduct of. profeſſors, conſiſtent with 
the divine principle of truth and the doc- 
trines of its faithful miniſters, they would 
have proved of much greater ſervice. For 
as the truth is in. itſelf unſpotted, and its 
excellency unchangeable, the glory and 
dignity thereof would have ſhined forth 
very amiably and attractively in the eyes 
of the nations, had not the miſconduct of 
its eſſors too frequently and exten- - 
ſively eclipſed its genuine luſtre; which 
merits the ſolid conſideration of all, who 

have been educated, or have joined in 
22 with us; both when they attend 
ſuch meetings, and at all other times. 
| (1727.) Being arrived at my fifteenth. 


' year, my mother was anxious to have 


me put to ſome buſineſs. Through her 
* my father in the courſe of 
is travels, ſpoke to David Hall (the 
memoirs of whoſe life are extant, and 
for whom my mother had an honourable 
eſteem) and _ ith him to take me 
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as uſher to his ſchool, deſiring no other 
terms for me but my board, and ſuch in- 
ſtruction as he might ſee I yet needed: 
which gave my mother great ſatisfaction. 
She accompanied me to his houſe at 
Skipton in Yorkſhire. And here I expe- 
rienced the advantage of the education 
ſhe had grven me, for thereby I was pre- 
pared to ſubmit more willingly to conti- 
nual employ and hardſhip. And though 
many of the boys coming from full houſes 
and plentiful tables, thought their fare 


here mean (as indeed the price for both 


boarding and tuition was but eight pounds 
per annum) yet to me it was in general | 
otherwiſe. " 

There happened to be in the family at | 


this time two youths, whoſe caſes or events 


in life, I think not im to mention 
by way of caution : their names 1 
would wiſh to be buried in oblivion, un- 
leſs they may yet be favoured with repen- 


trance to ſalvation. 


The one was a lodger in the houſe. He 
was a valuable pattern, and very helpful 
in the family. I eſteemed him to be in a 
happy condition, and ſtill believe he was 
ſo at that time. He had a few words in 
the miniſtry and grew in his gift; but 


_ afterwards becoming exalted, and too 
fond of applauſe, he feil into the ſnares 


of 


1 
i 
7 

Y 
#1 


| baſely fallen in an 


| its perfect work, though he was very 
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of che grand enemy, and brought a re- 
proach on the truth, and on the ny. 
What need — he that ſtandet 
1 he ſtandeth to take heed leit he 
The other was at chat time an 
tice to David Hall. He was afterwards 
a miniſter well eſteemed among many 
friends; but, alas! he alſo ſhamefully fell. 
And what renders the caſe of theſe my 


formerly well-beloved friends ſtill more 
_ melancholy, is, that 


there is balm 
in Gilead, yet they and , whom 
the enemy has thus wounded, and poi- 

ſoned, wall not turn to the phyſician there, 


but rather endeavour to have their wounds 


deceitfully healed. 
I remember to have heard one, who had 
unguarded hour, boaſt- 
ing a few years after, that he had been 
waſhed in the bottom of Jordan, and had 
brought up ſtones of memorial; and this 
in an ed m miniſterial way, when it 
appeared not to be the caſe to any but 
himfelf : but rather that the poor man 
was {till under the deception of the crafty 
enemy, willing to deceive himſelf, and 
wanting to deceive others, while he was 
at beſt y ſuperficially waſhed from 
deep 24 we mane had not had 


willing 
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willing to think and to have it thought by 
others that it had. And to evade that 
awful conſideration, that the moſt pure 

and righteous God is jealous of his honour, 
and requires our going clean through all 
that humiliation, labour and patience, 
which his light in the conſcience diſcovers 
to be neceſſary for repairing the diſhonour 
incurred. All palliations or ſoftening ex- 
cuſes; all arts to conciliate human com- 
paſſion and favour, are but like fig-leaf 
coverin through which the nakedneſs 
of ſſors is manifeſt to ſuch as are 
endued with true ſight, and like dawbin 
mortar enough of this digreſſi- 
on, wiſhing it may prove uſeful where 
— 

(1728.) When I had ſtayed in my 
ſervice at Skipton a little more than a 
year, my maſter gave me leave to return 
to Kendal to ſee my relations. He made 
me the bearer alſo of a letter to my fa- 
ther, wherein he ſignified, that conſidering 
my years, he a Sen of my qualificati- 
ons and conduct, and offered wages for 
my future ſervice. My mother t 
notice of the offer; but was exceedingly 
rejoiced at the other part of the letter, 
as giving her better hopes on my behalf, 
than ſhe hitherto had. 

In 


little 
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In the courſe of the ſucceeding year, by 
agreement between my father and m 
maſter, I ſpent three months with Richard 
Kennedy writing maſter in Liverpoole to 

improve myſel in writing, and learn 
ſome branches of the mathematicks. One 
ſeventh day while here, I (having always 
a great propenſity to ſee towns and places 
that were new to me) went to ſee the city 
of Cheſter, and lodged two nights at Peter 
Leadbetter's; in my returning by Eaſtham 
Ferry, which is five -miles athwart to 
Liverpool, an elderly gentlewoman hav- 
ing got ſome play-books in the boat, I of- 
to read for her: as I was reading, 
ſome horſes in the boat grew unruly, 
which terrified her very much; ſo that ſhe 
put by her play-books, and would no 

more (while we were in the boat) 
touch them herſelf, nor ſuffer me to touch 
one of them. 

Many remarkable preſervations I had 
in my younger days: but the moſt re- 
markable was during this my reſidence at 
Liverpool which happened as follows. 
One firſt day in the afternoon | went with 
fome other. boys a boating in the dock, 
which by means of flood-gates was kept 
ſo full of water as to keep the ſhips afloat, 
when the tide was out. We rowed ſeve- 
ral times from one end of the dock to the 

5 other. 
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other. At length ſome rude boys, that 
were ſtronger we, took from us our 
oar or oars, and this in all probability 
* the means of our preſervation. 
or now we found ourſelves obliged to 
work our way with our hands by the ſhips 
to the upper end of the dock. Which 
juſt as we reached, we heard a noiſe as of 
the loudeſt thunder: 8 up from 
the boat unto the quay, we ſoon found 
that the dock gates being grown old were 
broken down. 'The water ruſhing out in 
a rapid torrent, bore down all before it, 
overſetting and greatly damaging ſeveral 
_ veſſels that lay near them. The frightful 
nearneſs of ſuch a danger, and narrow 
eſcape from it ſo affected my mind, as to 
invade my ſleep that night, and repeat it- 
ſelf again to my imagination with aggra- 
vations of horror. 

At the expiration of my three months 
here, I went to Kendal yearly mecting, 
where my father, being juſt arrived from 
a journey, in which he had made his way 
through Skipton, informed me that he 
had agreed with David Hall to bind me 
to him four years longer; this was no 

e intelligence to me, for although 
I honoured my worthy maſter, yet every 
thing elſe was not as I could wiſh it. I 


my maſter was frequently 
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be unavoidably my lot: yet as my father 
had ſo agreed, I thought it my duty to 
comply. I endeavoured to put a good 
heart and face upon it, and fo entered 
upon my part. During theſe four years 


abroad at 
meet1 He did not often miſs the 
quarterly meetings at York, and ſome- 
times attended the yearly meeting at 
London, and then the care of the ſcho- 
lars in and out of ſchool lay heavy on 
me. 
Both before my coming to Ski 


pton, 
and while I was there, I had freſh 
deſires kindled in my heart after redemp- 


tion, I was ſhewn clearly the neceſſity of 
it, and the danger of delays in a matter 
of ſuch conſequence ; ſo that I have left 
off playing for a time, thinking it great 
infatuation to ſquander my precious hours 


in play, when in danger of my life, and 
| that too for ever. But the moſt particu- 


lar reach I had was at a meeting in our 
ſchool-houſe under the baptizing miniſtry 
of John Fothergill, whereby I was awaken- 
ed to vigilance for a ſeaſon, riſing early, 
and carefully attending to every ſtep in 
my buſineſs, and the duties of my ſtation. 
But ſoon, too ſoon, the fervour of this 
facred flame abated, and I gradually fell 
back, and became juſt what I was before: 
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yet I did not forget or wholly loſe the 
the ſenſe of this day of my viſitation; but 
often privately — my revolt, 
and I continued ſtill to maintain a good 
character amongſt friends. 

I do not remember much more than 


what I have already intimated in general 


of theſe four years, ſave that one time, 
when my maſter was abroad, I thought 


myſelf hardly and unreaſonably uſed, and 


thereupon conceived a deſign to run away 
by night (ir being moon- light): but that. 
24 whoſe fatherly care was 
over me, when I was too little careful for 
my own well-doing, with-held me. For. 
when the time propoſed for putting my 
—_ in execution arrived, the pernicious 
conſequences of ſuch a procedure, were ſo 
clearly manifeſted to my mind, that I 
was diſcouraged from the attempt; and 
therefore concluded patiently to endure 
what might be permitted to befal me, till 
the termination of the time contracted for, 
might bring me my releaſe in a reputable. 
conſcientious way. 

Near the expiration of my time I writ 
to ſome of my friends, acquainting them, 
that I intended to try ſome new place, 


and received a letter from my good friend 


John Wilſon of Kendal, ſignifying that 


Alexander Arſcott of Briſtol wanted an. 


uſher, 
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uſher, and offered twenty pounds per ann. 
Which offer I readily embraced. 

(1733.) So leaving Skipton, and the 
yearly meeting at Kendal a ching, I 
went thither, ſtaid a few days with m. 
mother, and then ſet forward for Briſtol. 
In my way at Wolverhampton, ſtanding 
at the door of the inn where I alighted, 
I ſaw a crowd of people paſſing by, and 
heard it was a Quaker's — Þ u here- 
_ I went to it, and our friend Joſhua 

oft (whom I do not remember to have 
ſeen before) attended it, and was raiſed 
up in a large and living teſtimony, where- 
by I was atreſh nee and conſiderably 
tendered, and thence proceeded on my 
way under revived impreſſions of good 
n my mind to Worceſter ; there I met 
with William Beeſly going to Briſtol year- 
ly meeting, with whom I went in compa- 
ny to Glouceſter, but my horſe being 
tired I was forced to leave him behind, 
and walk the greateſt part of the remain- 
der of the way in my boots. In a few 
weeks after, that worthy miuiſter and 
elder John Richardſon of Yorkſhire land- 
ed, in company with Robert Jordan from 
Penſylvania, who bought my hoi ſe for the 
ſame price it coſt me. 
My good maſter Alexander Arſcott was 
like a kind and tender father to me. He 
was 
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was the eldeſt ſon of the parſon of South- 
molton in Devonſhire, and himſelf edu- 
cated at the univerſity of Oxford, with 
intention to fit him for the ſame func- 
tion. But when he was juſt ripe for 
preferment, and might have had a fair 
proſpect that way; his father being well 
beloved and reſpected among the great 
men in that country, he turned his back 
on all proſpects of this kind, being con- 
vinced of the bleſſed truth. This was a 
great mortification to his father and mo- 


ther, who would both fit weeping by him 


in the bitterneſs of their hearts, as I have 
heard him relate. This, he added pi 
him deeply, as he ſincerely - 


a dutiful ſon to tender and indulgent 


A cloud came over his under- 
ſtanding, and the enemy in his own breaſt 
d that he was aCting quite wrong. 
Bur as he humbled himſelf before the 
moſt High, imploring his direction, he 
received a freth tight that he muſt forſake 


father and mother for Chriſt and be 


faithful to the manifeſtation of his will, 
through all events. His parents became 
afterwards better reconciled to his change, 
when he was ſettled in good buſineſs in 
Briſtol, where he kept ſchool for the chil- 
dren of friends and others, from that time 
till his deceaſe, being about thirty- ive 

| years, 
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ears, and proved helpful to the reſt of 
is father's family, in +> wang them by 
his intereſt places for getting a livehhood. 
I came up to Briſtol quite plain in my 
garb (as David Hall would not ſuffer any 
other in his family) and it being the time 
of the yearly meeting, at a friend's houſe 
I fell in company with ſome well-minded 
friends, 2 ry more of whom _—_— 
to me, that ſundry youn e ha 
come the ſame ay ths north 
of England to the ſouthern s, parti- 
cularly to London and Briſtol; yet after 
being there a while they ran into the 
faſhions of thoſe places, till they even out- 
ſtripped the native inhabitants. 
ow I had not only been educated in 
plainneſs; but had been inwardly con- 
vinced of the foundation on which it 
| ſtood; wherefore upon hearing this ac- 
count of the ridiculous folly and inſtabi- 
lity of my country folks, I was ſorry that 
they gave occaſion of ſuch remarks to 
their diſhonour, and took up a reſolution 
to continue ſteady in my old plain way. 
And I do not know that I ſuffered any ex- 
ternal diſadvantage by it: and if I had, 
the cauſe of truth is worth ſuffering for, 
and the almighty reward: patient ſuttering 
ina cauſe. But I found that go 

friends ſeemed to love me the more on this 
account; 


better than themſelves; And 1 had moſt 


which truth leads into, and making ex- 


jection to Chriſt's kingdom and govern- 


along into the utmoſt danger. 
adhering to the truth and its 
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account; and even others, who were con- 
ſcious of their degeneracy ſeemed to reſ- 
t me, as apprehending me to be 


ce of mind in continuing in my woat- 
ed plainneſs, though I was fee a ſpeckled 
bird, there being even then very few plain- 
dreſt young people or others in the meet- 
ing of Briſtol. But I have obſerved that 
deviating from this path of plainneſs, 


curſions in dreſs, opens the way to inti- 
mate connexion with young people out of 
our ſociety, or libertines in it; and ſo 
leads further and further from a due ſub- 


_ often making them forget and loſe 
the which they have formerly poſ- 
ſeſſec, and conſequently draws them 
Whereas 
＋ path, 
* the way for ſafer and more profita- 

and edifying connexions, as | often 
found here, to my ſolid inward farisfaCtion, 
which I I ſhall never forget. 
now removed far from all my 


Being 
connexions, my parents, relations and the 
place of my nativity; and being here as 


a ſtranger in a ſtrange land, having at firſt 
little or no 1 in my new reſi- 


dence; in this my ſolitary ſituation it 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed divine Goodneſs to take notice 
of me, and to favour me afreſh with a 
merciful and reaching viſitation of his 
love to my ſoul, and more clearly to re- 
veal his Son in me, whereby I was given 
po to ſee that my ſafety here, and 
happineſs hereafter, depended upon my 
5 faithful obedience to his requirings 
by his light in my heart, and that his re- 
quirings would be only what tended to 
my real good, and laſting welfare. 
This was a day of my ſouls eſpouſal 
to Chi:ft Jeſus. I was overcome with his 
love, and with admiration of his conde- 
ſcending goodneſs to ſuch an unworthy 
creature; it being the day of the Lord's 
power, I was ready and willing to do any 
thing that I ſaw 1 ſhould or ought to do. 
Having a ſtrong inclination to poetry, 
I had ſometimes at Skipton indulged my 
fancy therein. But now when the Lord's 
power took hold of me, I ſacrificed all 
my idols and burned all my collection of 
of poems, even though ſome of them 
were on What would be called good ſub- 
jects; yet they had too much attracted 
my mind, and engroſſed my thoughts. I 
was made ſenſible that theſe poems were 
not my buſineſs, yet they took the 
place of what was really ſo, and there- 
fore I gave them up. For I now _ — 
muſt 
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I muſt ſhut out and leave behind me what 
others generally crave and purſue, viz. 
The vain deſires and delights, which lead 
away the mind from that "4 Being, 
who wooes us to true happineſs. 

And indeed my whole delight was in 
the company of Chriſt my dear Lord 
and maſter. I was directed by him to do 
all things well, and bear all things with 
meekneis. And as I on my part carefully 
regarded and practiſed his directions, my 
ſoul enjoyed the ſweet ſenſe of his appro- 
bation. And I preferred it before all the 
world, which I ſaw to be of little value 
compared with the favour of its almighty 
Creator. Lo pleaſe him I thought well 
worth all the toil and ſuffering of. the 
day; and the deſire of doing it, whetted 
my induſtry and ſtrengrhened my pati- 
ence. Ihus I enjoyed a good time, and 
was often overcome with the love and 
kindneſs of my dear redeemer. 

For in him I had now a father, a guar- 
Gian, and a friend, and an excellent one 
indeed, 3 me with the moſt 

ing affection, when I applied myſelf 
os Choy thing rightly. All friends and 
relations, with all kinds of enjoyments 
ſeemed to center in him alone, for he 
alone amply ſupplied all, and having him 
was having every thing that was good. P 
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his preſence there could be no want. Ir 
was then no hard matter for me to deny 
every natural and corrupt deſire, as for 
his ſake; and to renounce the objects 
which had formerly pleaſed me too well, 
and which I had been fooliſhly fond of: 
and yet for the rejection of theſe things, 
which had done me no good, but harm, 
I ever found him a rich rewarder. 

In his preſence I could envy no man, 
however rich, eminent or ſeemingly hap- 
Py; but I loved all men as his workman- 
ſhip, and wiſhed that all would come to 
him, and in and with him be truly happy 
for ever. 

Then bidding farewel to the world 
and 1ts vanities, whoſe beauty and alluring 
luſtre were tarniſhed and eclipſed in my 
eyes, through the ſuperior brightneſs of 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhining in my heart, 
1 loved — that I might ſeek him, 
who was now become the lite of my life, 
and wait for his freſh appearing to me, 
who brought with him not only light to 
ſhew me my blemiſhes and defects, but 
animating fortitude, fervent deſire, and 
divine help to withſtand and ſurmount 
corrupt habits and nſities, and vigi- 


| — 
lantly in the ſeeret of the ſoul to guard 
againſt the firſt riſing of any imagination, 
or inclination, that was not conſiſtent 
> with 
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with the pure holy diſcoveries of his bleſſ- 
ed ſpirit. Thus with the royal _ 
Pſal. 16. 11. © in his preſence I found 
fulneſs of joy”. My mind was moulded 
into a divine fr a new creation of 
love to God and to men, wherein 
heavens and the earth in a ſweet 


harmony, ſeemed to ſhew forth the power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs of the one 
Father and preſerver of the whole. 
joiced that I had lived to ſee ſuch a day, 
wherein I had a ſure evidence in my own 


Wh 


boſom of being tranſlated to a better 
world, to live for ever united to him and 


his, if I ſhould then be ſnatched from this. 


Happy had it been for me, had I ſtill 
thus continued ſteady in my progreſs to- 
wards perfection, through following his 
guidance towards it: but being in a great 
city, I ſometimes looked out, and 1 
by again catched ſenſual deſires, which 
demanded to be gratified, and were too 
often obeyed, when in my power, by which 


I again did harm to myſelf, and ga 


away my inward ftr and fortitude 
for walking faithfully, as Sampſon gave 
away his to Delilah; yet I ſtill bore a 
good character, and many looked upon 
me as a young man of ſteady conduct; 
but by a 2 feeling of my oun in- 
ſtability I myſelf better, 

A good 
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A condition is eaſily loſt, for want 
of duly obſerving our bleſſed Lord's direc- 
tion to watch and pray, leſt we enter into 
remptatien.—W hile I obſerved it, I daily 
nn 
riſing up and lying down, and on my 
in the night — having my =. and 
affections wholly ſet on Chriſt, and the 
great end of his having given me exiſt- 
| ence, bleſſing his name for ſo revealing 
his goodneſs to me, renewing covenant 
with him, and watching againſt wy 
a tendency to carry 
ſe it from him. 


the duties of my « 
And many times in the evening of a well- 
ſpent day, my foul overflowed with the 
ſweet carneſts of the heavenly and ever- 
_ reward, reſerved for perſeverance 
in well-doing. 


8 Some- 
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Sometimes to y that I ſaw, 1 
3 4 
tender well-wiſhing deſire for them, that 
their ſouls might partake with mine of 
the hidden treaſures of the unutterable 
love of Chriſt, and the joy of his ſalva- 
Ton. 

May I never forget the day of this his 
moſt engaging ki s, and of my eſpou- 
= to = * lay truth is a un- 

angeably ex t, holy, and per- 
fectly —1 It leads to a that 
is beſt, and upholds in it, and rewards 
for every act and inſtance of ſelf-denial 
in obedience to its dictates. Ever worthy 
to be admired, adored, reverenced, loved 
and ſerved by all the nations in the world, 
as that which alone would make all happy 
in true love, and preſerve all in pure and 
ſpotleſs order every where. So would 
earth reſemble heaven, and its inhabitants 
be linked in a holy, bleſſed ſociety with 
Chriſt, with angels and the ſpirits of the 
Juſt made ct, in enjoying together 
the brightneſs of his preſence, in whoſe 
preſence is joy and at whoſe right hand 
are rivers of pleaſure for evermore. For 
this our Lord prayed to his father on 
behalf of his diſciples; fſanctify them 

* through thy truth, thy word is truth”. 


I con- 
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I continued in Briſtol upwards of four 
years, with my worthy maſter, for 
whom I had a great and deſerved eſteem, 


much employed 


men's 
ſchoolmaſter of Read! ſucceed him, 
and deſired me —— 11 the reg 
it might be convenient for ſaid Jonathan 
to come, which I did, and at his coming 
reſigned it to him. | 
| C 2 (1737.) 
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(1737.) Being informed that friends 
Corke in Ireland. wanted a ſchool- 

agreed to go thither to ſerve 


At 
maſter, I | 
them in that capacity; ſo calling to ſee 


and take. leave of my brother, who lived 
with Thomas Bennet at Pickwick in Wilt- 
ſhige.in the ſtation of uſher to his ſchool, 
I went from thence to Glouceſter and was 
at the two meetings there on firſt day, 
which were poor ſmall meetings. On ſe- 
.cond day .I.nd to Worceſter, and ſtayed 
chere at my kind friend William Beeſley's 
over third day. The weekday meeting 
there, was to me a-tendering ſeaſon both in 
ſilence, and under the lively miniſtry of 
old John Corbyn; towards the week's 
J reached Kendal, here I ſtayed two or 
three weeks; during which tay, my father 
took a fever and died. A day or two 
after his funeral, I left Kendal and return- 
ed to Briſtol, from whence, after waiting 
ſometime for a wind, I took ſhipping for 
Cork, in with doctor of 
Dublin, who had been at the y meet- 
ing in London, and amangſt his relations 
in Wiltſhire and was alſo waiting for a 
ge to Cork. 
was affected with an awful impreffion 
on my firſt embarking ; it put me on con- 
ſidering on what foundation I ventured 
my life upon the water. On that head 
| I was 
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E was ſoon favoured with inward ſatisfac- 
tron, and reſignation to divine Provi- 


dence. | 
rdiow paſtge, being ten Jays on 

a very tedious paſſage, being ten | 
the wane Ghar to the — of C 
K was late at night when we landed at 
Cove, and next morning went up in a 
boat to Cork, where I lodged about tuo 
weeks at Jonas Devonſher's, (a friend of a 
large eſtate) his two ſons being under my 
tuition, and afterwards boarded in bo 
friend's family till I: married. 
The meetings of friends in Ireland, and 
. in the province of Munſter, 
not contiguous as in man 
of gland, could nor fo convencn y be 
joined fi together, to conſtitute: 
monthly or men's meetings of diſcipline 
for the affairs of the church, 
bu in theſe parts particularly, carte par- 
ticular meeting was a men's meeting in 
itſelf, and ſome of the meetings both 
hereaway and in other parts, being great - 

ly reduced in number, it became the con- 
cern of friends in Ireland to recommend, 
to the oli . 


the care of x 2 


tly, to 
— advice rn rn — R 
might require. 2» 
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viz. thoſe of Bandon and Youghal were 
under the care of Cork men's meeting, 
which was regular and conſtant in ap- 
pointing viſits to them at the ſtated times. 
I being now become a member of Cork 
men's meeting, (being: recommended by 
1 from Briſtol) it _ my 
t in company with other friends to go 
upon a vile to the ceting of Youghal: 
here ſeeing Mary the daughter of John 
and Martha Dobbs of ſaid town, a plai 
and. orderly young woman, I found my 
affections cloſely engaged towards. her, 


and having propoſed to. her parents my 
deſire to a her in order to marriage, 


The ſaid john Dobbs her father being 


] 
| 
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x V 
was involvad. But his ſon Arthur Dobbs, 


late governor of North Carolina, ſucceed- 
ing to the inheritance thereof, voluntarily 
doubled the ſaid annual ſum, and paid it 
punctually. My father-in-law having ſtu- 
died phyſick at the college, practiſed it 
with good ſucceſs, and great Chriſtian 
charity to the poor, ſo as to ſave little 
from his income that way. 
He had been the favourite of the fami- 
Go RES in ſociety with 
lende and giving 47 whole 3 to 
follow the diſcoveries of the light of 
Chriſt in his own conſcience, he was treat- 
ed by his father with the utmoſt ſeverity 
as a rebel, and then caſt out as an alien. 
So that he might well be ſaid to have for- 
ſaken for Chriit's fake, father and brethren, 
and fitters, and houſes, and lands; and 
like faithful Abraham to have offered up 
to the Lord whatever was deareſt to him 
in this world, and to have truſted in God, 

which was doubtleſs counted to him for 
righteouſneſs. 

Being beloved by friends, he was urged 
by ſome to have — to the law for 

the recovery of the family eltate — 

ht, which he had done 

forfeit, and aſſiſtance 2 
ing it. W he was gg wa 


upon at lengrh to make a beginning; ban 


not 
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not having that inward peace with Chrift 
which he preferred before all the world, 
in this firſt it * 


ſtop to all gs, and rather 
choſe to confide in "God 1 it. 
Fer a more ar account of him 


ſee the collection of friends ſufferings in 
folio, vol. a. and doctor Rutty's Hiitory 
of the Riſe and Progreſs of Truth in Ire- 
land. Of him I have only to add, that 
he made a joyful and happy exit, in an 
exceeding thankful and triumphant ſtate, 
out of this world, with a aſſurance 
of going to live for ever in a better. He 
ied about ſeven or eight months after 
49 wife Martha Dobbs was convinced 
truth before their. marti by the dy- 
ing expreſſions of 2 of the 
Lord, viz. Deborah Sandham. She had 
a few words of publick teſtimony in meet- 
ſurvived huſband ſome years, 
and died in a good old age, having been 
a heavenly-minded woman. 
to my marriage, a ſmall Jot of 
* offering for building on, which 
convenient to my ſchool, and 
the carpenter reckoning he could run up 
A As dg. 
( in my employment in 
Le nad have faved fo much) I adven- 
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tured in conjunction with a friend, to take 
the ground. and: build : upon. it, and the 
houſe was finiſhed a few: weeks after our 
—_— 
ble the ſum the carpenter propoſed it 
might be built for. This and ſome other 
things filled me with gloomy apprehenſi- 
in my mind in conſideration of my cir- 
es, finding I had gone too far, 
and owed what 1 was not able to pay. 
However, as my —_— were _ 
and my anxiety great that I might not by 
any — emiſh the truth, which. 
I. had been inſtructed ſo-highly to prize, 
by exerted. endea vours, with induſtry and. 


ties which for want of due care and fore- 


ſight, and a conſtant, ſteady and deep at- 
tention to the unerring guide, we fall into, 


more humiliating, may perhaps 
be no leſs uſeful for caution, than thoſe 
enxperie we can review with more 


ſatisfaction are for encourage- 
C 5 ment 
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ment and imitation. Truth hath ever 
led to integrity, punctuality and upright 


dealing in our outward affairs, and to 
limit ourſelves. to few exigencies, and an 
humble condition in life, rather than in- 
vade or riſque the ies of other men. 
We cannot all get a deal of the treaſures of 
this world (nor is a deal neceſſary to our 
well being. A man's life conſiſteth not 
n the abundancè of the things he poſſeſſ- 
« eth”) but we may all live on a little, if 
our minds be kept humble, and the ſen- 
ſual appetites be ſubjected to the croſs of 
Chriſt. Now my view in relating how I 


undeſignedly indeed 
— 2 - for — 


perſons, to be very 
— rs in their expences, 


that they be neither laviſhed on things 
needleſs or ſuperſluous, nor in things 
r - 4 
ate to their ability 


(for in this circumſtance 

themſelves are not lawful or 
them) that ſo the ion of truth ma 
rot ſuffer by their: miſcarriage, 
as it hath by chat of too many 


others, to the great regret of the honeſt, 
minded of our 2 ſociety. 
urther- 


and right- 


JAMES GOUGH 3g 
Furthermore, the narrative of theſe 
difficulties And anxieties, that attended 
my farſt ſetting out in the married ſtate, 
ſeems to me to convey this inſtructive in- 
telligence to all 2 young perſons, who 
have not good patrimonies, or are not 
yet well ſertled in ſome buſineſs, proper 
to maintain a family, that. if they would 
do well in the world, they ſhould not be 
in this weighty affair; but conſider 
before they proceed toward it. 
ſingle the have 1 themſelves to 


wiſely 
care 1 and if they keep their hearts 
ſtaid upon the Lord (which is far eaſier 
for them to do, than when weighed down 
under a load of care and encumbrances) 


and come up faithfully in the way of 
their duty, they will be happy. And by 
all means let them beware of entering 
into this moſt j agement, 
which is for * which the AN 
or unhappineſs of this life v C1 
depen, and by wbich war of the vent 
0 


r re- 
Ire 
the Lord opens their r way, and conducts 


them in the marriage Mill 
be 8 * 4 married will be like 

minded, ſtanding in the counſel of beſt 
wiſdom, will be truly helpmeets to each 
other both in their temporal and ſpiritual 


CONCETNS, 
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concerns; joining together with united 
and prepared 3 in religious and fa- 


mily duties, and ſtre ing cach others 
hands for word and work ; 
minding the in-ſpeaking word, more than 
the attention or opinions; the approba- 


tion or cenfures of the world. h if 
they have but little of earthly treafure 
are happity married. But on any other 
terms, whether married or unmarried, 
people are not in a way. And it 
eee. Cute. 
than to be married ever ſo grandly in the 
world out af the divine counſel and cove- 
nant. | 


As I had a religious defire in my choice, 
and that I might be rightly directed there- 


| i", 10 oY on whole (notu ĩth- 
ſtanding outward difcouragements 
aforementioned) to hope that 1 was fo. 
For my wife was the child of good pa- 
rents, from whom ſhe had received a re- 
ligious education, of orderly converſation, 
innocen Be N ined, and we were 
in a go ee favoured together of the 
lr free to give me up to 
every ſervice I. thought it my duty to en- 
gage in. Upon my firſt viſit to her, 
the ſenſe of truth and the ſolid edifying 
converſation of her worthy parents deep- 
ly fixed the beſt impreſſions on my ſpirit, 
| 90 
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joy overflowed, and ran down my 
cheeks the greateſt part of the way. 
In this thankful frame I reached Cork, 
and my friends there, who generally had 
a love for me, were pleaſed to fee me, 
and to hear ſuch account as I had to give. 
But then this good went off, and the in- 
ſtability of nature ſucceeded in a great 
degree, though ſtill mixed, with a reve- 
rent view to the better part. 

(1739.) About four months after our 
marria ing at a meeting at Voughal, 
my heart was bowed in reverent fear, and 
filled with the ſweet influence of God's 
univerſal love, it then appeared to be my 
duty, in the clearneſs of that light and 
ſtrength of that love, to call to, and in- 
vite thoſe preſent to come to Chriſt, and 
yield grateful obedience to his laws. I 
been for ſeveral years before fully 
perſuaded that this would be required of 
me as a duty, and had deſired never to 
dare to venture upon it till it ſhould be 
Upon this duty being clearly preſented 
to m2 in this meeting, diſcouragements 
and obſtacles into my mind in 
abundance, ſuch as that if I ſhould de- 

e liver 
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liver the words impreſt, I ſhould then be 
expoſed ro much ſpeculation, and become 
the * — 2 of converſation 
among ſuch as to catch and propa- 
gate matter of amuſement; that perhaps 
the like duty might never be required of 
me again, and in that caſe I ſhould be 
likely to be remarked, and talked of for 
many years, as one who had b and 
not gone on. Inſtances 
as had preached amongſt us for a time, 
and had either dropped it and fallen away, 
or had on one account or another, in- 


curred a publick, and al diſlike or 


diſgrace, and that there it might be 
ſafer and better for me, to reſt quiet with 
good wiſhes for the people, and to exhort 
private way, as I might have 
opportunity, and a freſn concern on my 
mind. Theſe grounds of heſitation de- 
— 8 a friend kneeled down t 

co meeting in Prayer. | 

I chen ſaw clearly chat if the meeting 
ſhould break up without my uttering the 
exhortation, which was fixed with ſo 


much weight upon my mind, I ſhould 


unavoidably incur the ſtings of conſcious 

Therefore not attending to the friend's 
publick prayer, my mind was earneſtly 
and y exerciſed in mental ſupplica- 


non 
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tion to the Almighty, that be would abi- 

litate | me to be full I had a hard 
and conflict on this occaſion : 
but at length the power of divine faith 
fo the ſhutting out and putting 
to ſilence all manner of diſcouraging ap- 
ns. And when the prayer was 
ended I durſt not fit down, fearing I ſhould 
not have power to riſe again in time; hut 
about to the meeting, and ſeeing 

ſome of the people ſtaring me in the face, 
ſuch was my weakneſs, that I raiſed up 
my hat, and holding it before my face, I 
ſpoke the words, which had lain with 
weight on my mind and ſat down. A 
flood of divine joy poured into my heart, 

and filled it all the day: I went in this 
frame of mind into ſeveral friends fami- 
ſtill melted with 


| ſome 3 — miſtook for trouble of 
ying 4. to another, they piir- 


* me. 

It was indeed a memorable day to me : 
for I ſeemed to myſelf to be raiſed above 
the ſordid aud finful inhabitants of this 

? admitted a of 
of ſaints and angels, 
ſpirits * juſt men mage fect. 
hrough 


again, and that my 
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c 


yy IR myſelf. that if 
then ſudden death ſhould ſeize me, 1 


ſhould immediately go to. that bleſſed. 


ſociety, to live in a holy and happy 
communion with them for. ever, to adore - 
that God and Sovereign, who had ſo in- 
favoured us. And this is the very 
nature of- that truly excellent religion, 
which our dear Redeemer came to bleſs 
mankind with. 
I might give ſome ſmall account of ſer- 
vices, and good effects, ariſing from my 
thus obeying the divine manifeſtation ; 


but accounts of that kind I leave to thoſe, 


who have ſteered more ſteadily than I. 
err 
me to look to the other ſide of m | 
and that with ſhame: and confuſion * 
heart, mixed with humble admiration of 
divine Goodneſs, which has hitherto in- 
waned ph. po and bleſt me with a few 
heavenly and good days, wherein I ſhould . 
aan ne trad 2d han, oc of the 
awful and tremendous 3 t which 
is to follow it. Oh! that I may (through 
faithfulneſs on my y part) tals the the 

ſt day may be my 


beſt day! But alas, a conſciouſneſs of in- 
fidelity in divers reſpects is my preſent 


compa- 
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companion, 1 ough not with my will, or 
by deſign; but through want bf main- 
taining a vigilance and devotion, 
and thereby loſing the fortitude, which 
I have ſometime been inveſted with. 
Many of our dear honourable friends 
of the fi neration in our ſociety, ap- 
pear from the time they were drawn to 
the pure fountain of light, life and love, 
to have adhered thereto with immovable 
ſtedfaſtneſs to their laſt moments: and a 
few I have known in my time, that have 
greatly ariſen, and ſteadily evered 
(conſidering the degeneracy of the age) in 
a faithful attachment of ſoul to that 
grace and truth which is come by Jeſus 
Chriſt; and that have waſhed their robes 
white in his blood, and have kept their 
garments unſpotted ; but very few that 
have come up to this height, and ſo con- 
tinued as with their fect fixed upon Mount 
Sion; very few that have got over the 
oppoling mountains of human reſpect, 
ſelfiſh regards, ſenſual appetites, deſires of 
the eaſe, honours, or profits of this world; 
all which tend to debaſe the ſoul, darken 
the judgment, eclipſe the brightneſs of 
heavenly light; blunt the edge of godly 
reſolutions, and contract the corrupting 
leaven and ſpirit of the world. f 


| 


— — — 
— — — — — — 
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It is lamentable to reflect how many 
in our age, even of the anointed ſons, and 
ſervants of the Lord, have by theſe means 

adually declined and dwindled, and at 
length totally fallen off, as Judas did from 
Chriſt, and Demas from his faithful 
apoſtle, and made ſhipwreck of faith and 
of a good conſcience, and brought laſt- 
ing diſgrace on themſelves, and that good 
cauſe, in which they had been humbly 
and honeſtly engaged. Vet truth changes 
not. I: is the ſame ſtill, and ſtill able to 
preſerve from falling, to build up, and 
give an inheritance the ſanctiſied. 

I remember that the above conſidera- 
tions made me earneſtly pray, that ſince 
I had given up, and put my hand to the 
plough, I might never look back go Sodom 
again, like Lot's wife ; but rather ſuffer 
any thing in this world, than diſgrace the 
1 and righteouſneſs. 

raged as above, I proceeded to 
miniſter in lick meetings when I had 
ſomething given for that end, through 


Which exerciſe my gift became gradually 


enlarged. But alas! I too often made 
falſe ſteps in my publick miniſtry, as we'l 
as in my hts, words and actions in 

vat for want of ſelf-love 
being more mortified, and „ 
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the ſpirit of Chyiſt, which teaches divine 


wi 
Being of an active natural diſpoſition, 
it became a croſs to me to be ſilent, when 
it was beſt to be ſo. And ſometimes after 
I ſtood up I continued too long, till the 
teſtimony as to the life of it, flatrened 
and grew tedious to the hearers. I want- 
ed too to imitate ſome others, who, I 
thought, preached finely. Thus the ene- 
my of man's happineſs continually ſeeks 
to tempt every claſs in the church mili- 
tant. As the eye is kept ſingle to the 
holy head and the body full of light, in 
the light he is diſcovered in all his ap- 
proaches and transformations; but I was 
not conſtantly enough on my guard a- 
ainſt his ſtratagems, and therefore was 
metunes ſeduced even to think I did 
well, when I was zealous, though not ac- 
cording to true knowledge, nor to the 
honour of the great name of Chriſt our 
Lord: for he is moſt honoured by the 
ſubjection of ſelf; and by divine love, 
coupled with humility and patience. - 
Among the many . inſtitutions 
which the diſcoverics of celeſtial wiſdom 
have eſtabliſhed in our ſociety, that of 
faithful elders appointed to watch over 
the flock, and over the miniſtry, has been 
found to be very uſeful. And * 
ve 
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love. of ſelfhonour made me ſometimes 
bear hardly the reproof of a friend; yet 
I have afterwards, as in the cool of the 
day, diſcerned the expediency of it, and been 
induced to deſire to be more careful in 
future, and to be willing to receive advice, 
as well as to give it. 

O ye, whom Chriſt calls into the work. 
of the miniſtry, or any other office, give 
up your lives to him and it, both te do 
and to ſuffer what he may order or per- 
mit: for the veſſels of the: Lord's. houſe. 
are to be of beaten gold. Every ſon whom: 
he loves he rebukes and chaftens Then 
ever receive with a good mind the counſel 
or the reproof of a friend. 

If others revile and: taunt in bitterneſs. 
and wrath; in haughtineſs and inſult, as 
whoever will live godlily in Chriſt. Jeſus - 
muſt ſuffer perſecution ; yet all things will 
work together for to them that 
ſteadily abide under Chriſt's government. 
— Our nature having in it much droſs, 
and by long habit contracting an encreaſe 
of it, cannot be refined from it, but by. 
fiery trials, nor have its evil humours 
purged out, but by drinking the bitter 
cup.———Applauſe pleaſes the creature, 


but greatly endangers. it. Suffering in 
Pere though more painful is more ſafe. 


JAMES GOUGH. 


O then ye! who have rightly 
and favourably advanced in the work of 
truth or of the miniſtry, look well to 
your ſtanding, and rd inſt the 
— . «. 4 of l enemy. 
When we firſt began, our ſingle view 
and deſire was to obtain divine a 
tion, and that peace of ſoul, which re- 
ſults from it; to die to ourſelves and all 
the world; to know no man after the 
| fleſh, nor to be known by them; but 
only to know the Lord, and to walk and 
act under his immediate notice and ap- 
ing favour. But afterwards there 
hath mingled here with, the deſire of hu- 
man notice, of popular applauſe, of world- 
ly advantages and indulgences. 
Ihus too many miniſters, as well as 
others, who have given up their names to 
follow the Lamb, have flipped into a 
mixed ſtite. In them the ſpring once 
pure, hath become muddy, and the ſacred 
fervoer hath dwindled. Though they 
have retained the form of godlineſs, yet 
its conquering power and fortitude have 
gradually died away, and left them as 
acak, and unable to reſiſt temptations, 
as thoſe who have never aſſumed that 
Form. | =. 
This hath been the caſe of too many 
dry worldlings and ſenſualiſts in our ſo- 
ciety, 


43 


God ſingly 
have been di 


compoſed my mind, and agitated it with 
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ciety, who, far from helping the 
which they a value for, have 
— Mong a handle to 
eee 
ſubject of their deriſion. 

„ and love of 
in my heart, then I 
ed to receive the advice 
or the rebuke of a friend in the love in 
winch it was given, and to bear with 
Chriſtian meekneſs, the taunts and inſults 
of inſenſible hearts and lips 
undiſturbed thereby: but when 1 have ſlid 
off this foundation, then they have dil- 


ſeltſh and uncaſy reſentments. 

I have not ſo often met with this kind 
of returns to my miniſtry, * 
which indeed is an into 
nicious cup for any 2 ms 
fear. It terments the ſpirits with a falſe 


rn a a berter 
ſtate, by dwelling in the valley of hu- 
mility, ſubject to Chriſt the beloved of 
their ſouls. 

How hard! for the creature not to be 
pleaſed with praiſe, and to offer it to him, 
to whem alone it is due or after being at 
any 
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any time ſignally honoured, to return like 
Mordecai diſmounted, ſtri of the 
royal robes, and to fit in a ſilent, abject 
condition at the _ gate, waiting on 
him in 
As applauſe i is 7 ſo the affec- 
tions of the people, if not kept under 
pr government, both by the miniſter 
his hearers, have a ſnare in them, as 
indeed hath every object of our ſenſes, 
without maintaining an inward uatchful- 
neſs; theſe things not being the proper 
mark or prize of a miniſter or a chriſtian. 
It is baſe to play the harlot with Ryo 
ſelf, and deck it with the Lord's jewe 
For if ve take theſe rewards of our la- 
bours, we are in danger of loſing that 
which he gives to the faithful, u IS 
the one true and durable reward. | 
The of us, to 
ſubmit — * way, one to 
another, to be abaſed, and prefer others; 
the ſtrong to take the weak by the hand, 
and all to imitate the holy pattern of 
Chriſt, who was meek and lowly in heart, 
and ſtooped to waſh the feet even of his 
diſciples and ſervants. 

It was he by his ſpirit, that not only 
raiſed up a living miniſtry in our ſociety, 
but by the ſame ſpirit animated our faith- 
ful predeceſſors to eſtabliſh a ſalutary 


2 


to the edification and 


and beſt cauſe. Chriſt our Lord has 
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ipline therein, upon the ſame founda- 
tion; and raiſed up and gifted, men and 
women for valuable ſervices, conducing 
ing of one 
another 1 Often have I ſat in 
meetings of diſcipline ty humbled, 
— 1 and revived 11 with 
freſh reſolution to renew diligence in my 
zourney heaven-ward. ** 

One branch of this diſcipline, viz. the 
inſtitution of meetings of miniſters and 
elders, I highly regard. For when ue 
have (in a ſenſe of our entire inabilj 
without his help) proſtrated ourſelves to- 
gether before the moſt high God, he hath 
graciouſly vouchſafed to open the livin 
ſprings of counſel, ſuitable to the ſever: 
ſtates and ſtations preſent, tending to ſtir 
up to diligence and devotedneſs in his 
ſervice, and pointing out livelily in the 
opening of goſpel light, the ſnares and 
dangers waylaying the ſpiritual traveller 
in his journey. | 
Often have theſe meetings, when we 
have been thus prepared for them, ce- 


mented us together in a humble engage- 


ment of ſoul toward God. Tender love 
hath abounded, which hath made us dear 
one to another, as children pf one fa- 
mily, and fellow-labourers in the higheſt 


favoured 
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that they may thereby be comfortably en- 

Uivened, and enliven one another to all 
as men and wemen redeemed 


from the world, and fellow-citizens of the 


new Jeruſalem. 'Then, of great and va- 
luable benefit indeed, vould theſe folemn 
meetings be, as heretofore, when faithful 
labourers in the Lord's ſervice, dignified, 
adorned and upheld them. 
When I had reſided about three years 


in Ireland, my brother John, whom I left 


in the ſervice of Thomas Bennett, at 
Pickwick Wilts, as noticed before, being 

deſirous to fix his reſidence in the ſame 
nation at leaſt with me, at the expi- 
ration of his fourth year there, reſigned 
his place of uſher to that ſchool, in order 
to remove to Ireland, and going firit to 
fee our mother (and relations) at Kendal, 
ſhe concluded to accompany him in order 


to pay us a vilit of a few weeks, and 
about the middle of the ſummer 1740, | 


they both arrived at Cork. After about 
tive weeks abode with us, my mother in- 
clined to return home; and I having a 
concern on my mind to viſit my native 


country in the ſervice of truth, and my | 
brother's arrival opening the way to fet | * 


me at liberty; he willingly taking charge 
of my ſchool in my abſence, I concluded 


co accompany my mother in her return: 


and 


2 
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and having laid my concern before the 
men's meeting and obtained their certif:- 
cate, and ſoon meeting with a veſlel 
bound to Whitchaven, we embarked 
therein, and had a favourable paſlage, 
being only about forty eight hours from 
port to por 

This jouney took me up about five 
weeks, in which time I viſited the meet- 
ings of friends pretty generally throug 


the counties of Cumberland, Weſtmor- 


land and ſhire, and part of the 
north of Yorkſhire, being frequently much 
favoured by the maſter of our aſſemblies, 
and often enlarged in the love of the 
goſpel . amongſt my former relations, 
triends and neighbours, who were many 
of them glad to fee me, and with many 
of whom I was nearly united in the unity 
of the one ſpint, the bond of peace. | 


In particular I was at a general meet- 
ing at Crook, about four miles from 
D 2 | Kendal 


* Here a ſheet of the original is loſt, which l 


| Have not been able to recover; I regret the 
| lofs not only as it occaſions a chaſm in the 


narration ; but by the recollection I have of 
my brother's epiſtolary and verbal relations of 
this journey, I apprehend, we are d-prived of 
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Kendal, which was eminently favoured, 
and after it, went to lodge at Lydia 


Lancaſter's, a valuable miniſter, and a 


mother in Iſrael. Next morning went to 


their 


in particular I have heard him on his return (and 
at other times) relate in terms ſo lively and affeQ- 
ing, as indicated, it had fixed a deep impreſſion 
on his mind: ſo that, 1 think he would not paſs 
it unnoticed, and that we have loſt it in this 
miſſing ſheet. When he came to Pardſhaw 
meeting in Cumberland; he received intelligence 
that our antient valuable friend, that faithful 
miniſter of the goſpel in his day, James Dicken- 
ſon, was then confined by ſickneſs, and appa- 
cently near his concluſion, whereupon he went to 
pay him a viſit, and found him in ſuch an happy, 
heavenly frame of mind, as made the opportu- 
nity very tenderly affecting and edifying: raiſed 
above the world he was departing from, and 
well prepared for that celeſtial manſion, he was 
favoured with a lively hope of being ſh:rtly ad- 


to this meeting lived at ſome miles d 
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their ing at Colthouſe near Hawkſ- 
head, and a ing went to William 
Rawlinſon's to lodge. * 22 in 

vet ſtormy weather, I went to t 
mand Moſt of the friends belangen, 


tance from it; yet they generall attend- 
ed it, and I believe were generally thank- 
ful that they did ſo, ſo much of the ce- 
menting virtue and power of the goſpel 
prevailed therein. 

After meeting I went with James Row- 


E family to his houſe at Frith. 


humanity ? What ſchool is more tably in- 
ſtructire than the death-bed of the righteous, 

the underſtanding. with a convincing 
evidence, that they have not followed cunningly 
deviſed fables, but folid, ſubſtantial truth. 
That there is a meaſure of divine light and grace 


in man, which if duly minded and obeyed, is 


fufficient to preſerve through all the viciſſitudes 
in life, to give him the victory over kis ſpiritual 
enemies, aud in the end over death, hell and the 


grave. 


derneſs 
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derneſs and of inward fervency toward 
Chriſt the beloved of her ſoul prevailed 
in her, as to make deep and lively im- 
preſſions on my mind. 

Next day that family accompanied me 
over the ſands to a meeting at Swarth- 
more, and I returned with them, and from 
thence back to Kendal. The ſaid Jane 
Rou landſon afterwards married Geor 
Crosfield, became a valuable miniſter, vi- 
ſited Ireland twice while I lived there, and 
the continent of America once. 

In the courſe of this journey I was fa- 
voured with the company and counte- 
nance of ſundry friends, whom in my 
younger years I had held in eſtimation, 
by reaſon of the good impreſſions I re- 
ccived from their exemplary lives and 
labours, as before noted in its place. My 
quondam maſter, David Hall, treated me 
with affectionate reſpect; he 'had buried 
his former wife, who was my miſtreſs, and 
married again. He and his wife 8 
1 me to a at Airton. 

ged at Thomas Anderſon e a fiend in | 
the miniſtry who viſited Ireland in compa- | 
ny with David Hall; was blind, but ex- | 
ceeding pleaſant and chearful. Next | 
morning a hard froſt, I went with 
ſaid Thomas and other friends over a great 
Hill to a monthly mecting at Settle. By 
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me in the gallery ſat Julian Frankland, 
a good old woman, near ninety years of 
age, and a good meeting it was. 

At and about Kendal alfo, I had much 
of the company of that honourable mi- 
niſter and elder, James Wilſon, who as 
a nurſing father encouraged and ſtrength- 
ened me in the ſervice I was engaged in. 
His converſation was often pleaſant, in- 
ſtructing and edifying; one remarkable 
paſſage he related, I think worthy of in⸗ 
ſerting, which was to the following pur- 

Tt. 
why his young years (having been edu- 
cated in the eſtabliſhed religion or church 


at a publick houſe or inn, falling 
pany with ſome others of like ſentiments, 
this e became the ſubject of their 
diſcourſe; and as they were expreſling 
their ſentiments 2 = and diſlike 
of them , a pe of ſome 
note, wb. had been — officer ane Oliver 
Cromwell, came into the room, and over- 
hearing their diſcourſe, obſerved to them 
in ſubſtance, © That he apprehended their 
« prejudice towards this people aroſe 
from their want of knowing them: 


L « for my part (continued he) I entertain 


4 very 
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very different ſentiments of them; and 
perceiving ving them ſtruck with admiration to 
him, whom they looked upon as 2 
man of ſenſe, as well as conſequence, ex- 
preſs himſelf after this manner, he pro 
ceeded to the following 3 
Y 2 to wonder that I A m_ 
able opinion of the Quakers, I will in- 
wy * form you the reaſon. After the battle 
« of Dunbar, as I was riding in Scotland 
« at the head of my troop, I obſerved at 
0 . = diſtance from the road, a crowd 
people, and one higher than the reſt; 
« on which I ſent one of my men to 


* ſee, and bring me word what was the 


« mea athering, and ſeeing 
A 22 — without re- 
1 according to my order, I ſent 
«< a ſecond, who 1 
and then I determined to go myſelf. 
When I came thither, I ound it was 
james Naylor preaching to the people ; 
but with ſuch power, and reaching 
energy, as I had not till then been wit- 
** neſs of. I could not help ſtaying a lit- 
« tle, although I was afraid to ſtay; for 
I was made a Quaker, being forced to 
« tremble at the fight of myſelf. I was 
« ſtruck with more terror before the 
4 228 ing of James Naylor, than I was 
ore the batt'e of Dunbar, ** 


ayed in like manner, 


9 PPP 
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« had nothing elſe to expect, but to fall 
« a prey to“ the Na gp of our enemies, 
« without being able to help ourſelves. I 
« clearly ſaw the croſs to be ſubmitted to, 
« ſo I durſt ſtay no longer, but got oll, 
« and carried condemnation for it in my 
< own breaſt. there, in the 
« clear and r of their 
« ſtates, AK out againſt themſelves, 
oring mercy, a thorough change, 
1 2 3 wok of hs to be 

« effected in * Ever _ have 
thought myſelf obliged to acknowle 
« on their behalt as 1 * now — i 

This, James Wilſon ſaid, proved the 
firſt ſtep towards his convincement of our 
principles inclining him to go to. our 
_ 595 which before he had an averſion 

hts of, from the prejudice 
_ bing In thoſe days the meetings 
of friends were more eminently favoured 
with divine power, as they lived more 
devoted to Chriſt, and conſequently more 
abounding with his love flowing in their 
hearts. 

I was ready to think that Iſaac Alexan- 


der had been inſtrumental to his con- 


vincement. I find it recorded in the third 

volume of the dying Sayings, that ſaid 

| Vaac died at his houſe. Of him he gave 

me the — account, that —_— 
=—_ 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 


< his gift, to ſet forth the 
the juſtice of God; the glory 


88 nl LIFE oF 
« in himſelf an illiterate ruſtick, ſoon 
« after his convincement, he appeared in 
the miniſtry lively and powerful. A 


 * neighbour of his, having heard of his 


= _— a 2 could not tell 
« how ſufficiently to expreſs his admira- 


tion; he made it the ſubject of his diſ- 
* courſe from place to place, deriding 


him who had no learning for preſuming 


to preach, and the e for ſuffering 


„ him.” 


«< 'This man attended the funeral of 
« that great and good woman, Ann 
« Camm. Ihe meeting proved an ex- 
« ceeding enlightening, tendering oppor- 
« tunity : and even this derider was con- 


trited and humbled therein. Iſaac 


Alexander was eminently raiſed up — 
a 

of truth, 
the happineſs of obeying it, and the 
« laſting anfelicity of neglecting and re- 
« belling againit it. Ihe man was ſo 
* thoroughly penetrated with a clear fight 
« of his own caſe, that after Iſaac had 
done, he ſtood up in that very aſ- 
« ſembly; acknowledged the crime he 
had been guilty of, and begged the 
« prayers of all good Chriſtians, that it 
might be forgiven him.” 


I moſtly 
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1 moſtly finiſhed my ſervice in England 
in this journey, with the quarterly meet- 
ing for Lancaſhire, at Lancaſter, and that 
tor Weſtmorland, at Kendal, held in ſuc- 
ceſſion. At the former, I met with Abra- 
ham Fuller, of Dublin, who had accom- 
panied Moſes Aldridge from New-Eng- 
land, in his religious viſit to friends in 
Scotland, and was now, as well as myſelf 
on his return home; our meeting be! 
| quite unexpected, was a very plealing ſur- 

== us both; eſpecially, as we were 

ike to be companions to Dublin. Here 
| alſo, I met with Samuel Fothergill, then 
young in the miniſtry ; bat even then ap- 
pearing with that ſolemnity, brightneſs, 
and goſpel authority, as gave friends live- 
| 1 of his proving, as he did, through 
the ſucceſſive ſtages of his life, a bright 
and ſhining light, a veſſel of honour in- 
deed, of eminent ſervice in the church of 


1 Chriſt. The publick ſervice in the ſaid 


quarterly meeting, fell to the ſhare of us 
who were young, (though many weighty 
experienced miniſters preſent,) and our 
good Maſter being with us, it proved a 
refreſhing, ſatisfactory, and edifying meet- 


From Lancaſter we went directly to 
the quarterly meeting. at Kendal, which 
was alſo a good meeting, and the begin- 

| ning 


60 | Tue LIFE or 


ning of the ſucceeding week, ue d- 
ed to Whitehaven, in order to take ſhip- 
— 1 where we —_— on 
following, and I | at 

Joſeph HER Ga = I pm. Ber the "mecing 
4 the next day, and heavenly help 
being near, I was furniſhed with ability 


and matter to miniſter to the 1 ſa- 


tisfaction and edification of friends, and 
the eaſe of my own mind. And my be- 
ing at that time quite a ſtranger to moſt 
friends in that city, and coming quite un- 


toward Lime- 


= rick; by Mountmelick, Mountrath, and 


„ where John Aſhton was 
then living, a valuable good man, little 


inferior to moſt I have known in my 


eſtimation. Although not eminent for 

t and ſhining parts; yet he was a 
— light in the where he re- 
ſided, in ſove and good works, a man of 


great humility, and fervour of ſoul for 


the promotion of piety, much beloved 


and eſteemed of his neighbours and 


friends. 
When I came to the good «ad aw 


| houſe, {being now near eighty years of 


age) he was much indiſpoſed ; and 


it being about the middle of rhe eighth 


month, 
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month, O. S. or October, and the friends 
in that part being late with ſome part of 
their harveſt, he propoſed notwi d- 
ing his infirmity, to accompany me to 
Limerick : a great day's journey for him 
when he was well, as the roads were then: 
and his relations, apprehending it too ha- 
zardous for him to undertake under his 
ent indi ion, endeavoured to diſ- 
uade him from it: which made me deſi- 
rous that he might not ſuffer in his health, 
nor meet with any diſſatisfaction of mind. 
It proved a fine day. He grew much bet- 
ter, and his converſation was very edifying. 
Our friends at Limerick rejoiced greatly 
to ſee him, being the laſt time of his be- 
ing there. Next day being firſt day, ue 
had two comfortable meetings there. | 

ſecond day morning at parting, he told 
me he was well paid for coming.“ He 

was well and hearty the winter following 

and the next ſpring ſet forward — 
the half- year's meeting at Dublin, but 
having reached Birr, he found himſelf 
unable to go further, returned home, and 
after a ſhort illneſs departed this life, 
leaving behind him a general teſtimony all 
round the country on his behalf, as of 
one who had eminently ſerved God, loved 
| man- 
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mankind, and was greatly beloved by al 
moſt every one that knew him. 
He and his wife were both convinced 


at one meeting at Birr, through the pow- 


erful miniſtry of that able and eminent 
miniſter of the goſpel, Thomas Wilſon. 
Coming out of that meeting, ſaid 
to each other, The way of ever 
vw had been clearly laid down 
ore them, and they were reſolved to 
in it, come life or come death.” 

long after, John was thrown into 
for his chriſtian teſtimony | gainſ 


as at a loſs how to employ his 
ſoon learned to make gartcring 


, he with his wife, con- 
ſtantly twice a 4 attended the meeting 
at Birr, generally walking on foot thither, 
being about ſeven Engliſh miles and very 
bad road, wading through a river in the 
_ both going and - In winter 
this river they ſometimes had 
the ice to break; and John faid he had 


was precious to its 
it, and no difficulties, or X= 


could prevent them from getting to 
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religious meetings, to enjoy the renewin 
of divine love 2 life, L ich their 
thren. ; 

This good man alſo took great pains to 
get travelling friends to appoint meetings 
at his houſe; and then to acquaint peo- 
ple thereof ſeveral miles round, travelling 
for that purpoſe by night, as well as by 
day, in the winter ſeaſon, and in ſevere 
weather, and underwent much reproach 
for this labour and diligence of his. 

Vet he was bleſt in it, both inwardly 
and outwardly, many came to the meet- 
ings at his houſe, ſeveral were convinced 
of the truth, and in proceſs of time a 
meeting was ſettled there, and grew larger 
than that of Birr, out of which it had 

. at the time of his joining our 
fociety but in low circumſtances: but 
through induſtry and the bleſſing of hea- 
ven he grew rich, 28 abundance of 
and ar. Fo : 

At the aboveſaid meeting at Birr, thro* 
the miniſtry of Thomas Wilſon, there 
was alſo canvinced his wife's daughter 
Mary, the wife of James Sheppard. This 
was a great mortification to huſband, 
who tried various means to reclaim her. 
At length a noted preacher being to 

preach 
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ch at the worſhip-houſe he frequent- 
ol, he pregeted to his wife, mar f ſhe 
would go with him to hear him, he 
would go with her next Sunday (as he 
called it) to the meeting at Birr, to which 
ſhe aſſented. She went accord- 
ingly, and heard fine words and elo- 
quence; but that was not what her ſoul 
wanted. _—_ 
Next firſt-day uant to his engage 
ment he went Anh her to Birr. . 
to be a ſilent meeting there; yet throꝰ the 
reverent — of the ſouls of _— 
nt hriſt the beſt miniſter, they 
= 2 together with his life-giv- 
ing preſence, with the ſenſe of which the 
ſaid James was reached, and tendered in- 
to contrition in the ſight of the ſelf-deny- 
ee with God. 
ed at his 
he 


a ſerviceable man in his ſtation. 

After with John Aſhton, I pro- 
— noe” and reached it next 
morning be meeti 
Soon after I viſited fore parts of Lein- 
_ 2 After my return I 
| brother, at the requeſt of Benjamin 

Walon near Edenderry, to be tutor to 
his children, and thoſe of a neighbouring 
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friend. When he had been there about 
a year and a half, I writ to him to pre- 
pare (after dul izing his employers) 
to return to a deſire for 
_ while I had an ny ack 
ſupplying my place) to be at the Welc 
Briſtol . LEE yearly meetings, and 
the family was loth to part with 
him, yet as I wanted him on this account, 
he diſengaged himſelf, and returned to 
Cork in due time, for me to proceed on 
the ſervice before _. I 
Accordingly in beginning of the 
1mo. O. 8. * called the third month) 
I embarked on a fixth day morning at 
Cork: On ſeventh day at night by fa- 
vour of the light-houſes we got into Mil- 
ford-haven. firſt-day morning | walk- 
ed to Haverford-weſt, where I met with 
Abraham Fuller of Dublin, whom I con- 
ſulted how I ſhould ſteer my courſe to 
North-Wales, as I here, that 
the Welch yearly-meeting was to be 
about a month from this time in this 
neighbourhood, viz. at Tenby at Pem- 
brokeſhire. 
Abraham adviſed me to order my 
courſe ſo, as to be at John Goodwin's on 
a firſt-day, becauſe there was generally 
a large reſort of people there on that 
day, and gave me his directions how to 
accompliſh 
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accompliſh it, which I was pleaſed wittr, 
having heard before of that good old 
man, and having a deſire to be then. at 
"On third day. afher meeting 1 ke H 

On third day after ing 1 left Ha- 
verford-weſt, had a meeting next day at 
Carmarthen ; on _ day morning went 
to John Bowen's at Penplace, expeCting 
to have a meeting there, but he bel 
e to their monthly ing at John 
eece's at Penbank, I followed him thi- 
ther, where I found a conſiderable num- 
ber met : After I had ſer down, old John 
| Reece ſtood up and preached to us in 
Welch. On fixth day I went to the Wi- 
dow Evans's at Llandewy-brevy, in Cardi- 


22 and expected next day to reach 
ha Goodwins, at Eſcargogh in Mon- 


Next morning the friend who was to 
have been my guide came into my cham- 
ber long before day, when I was about 
getting up, having an earneſt deſire to 
reach John Goodwin's that day. He in- 
formed me I could not go thither that 


a. | WW hed 


led Tregarron, 
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I then went to their Market-town cal- 
and there had two meet- 
ings that day, the latter of which was 
large. Next day being firſt day, heari 
of a Prieſt called Daniel Rowland, w 
pariſh worſhip-houſe was at Llangeithow, 
three miles beyond Llandewy-brevy, who 
was much flocked after by many people, 
even from other pariſhes, thither I went 
accompanied by three friends. When ue 
arrived we found the houſe full, and ma- 


ny at the outſide, who ſeemed to liſten to 


the preacher with attention, who was 
preaching in Welch. I deſired a young 
man to endeavour to get in to the Parſon, 
and acquaint him that an Engliſhman 
without wanted to ſpeak to him, which 
I ſuppoſe he did. For when he had ended 


his ſermon the congregation broke up, 
and he came out one of the firſt. 


I weat to meet him and told him, © I 
had found my mind drawn in chriſtian 


love to viſit him and his 2 


« and therefore deſired then 
tunity to deliver to him and them 


„ what was on my mind.” After ſome 
| —_— he ſaid © It was not convenient 


then, as he had himſelf preached 1 * 
to the people.” Finding myſelf clear 
of him, 1 got upon a pretty high tomb- 
ſtone, and the people generally drew he th 
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him to receive 
and nouriſn- 


go T1 
« (about five miles off) where I intended 
« to have a meeting that afternoon.” 
Thither many of them went. 


horſe, he told me © He had come out of 
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« Carmarthenſhire fourteen miles over 
„the hills to hear Daniel Rowland, aſk- 
ing if I ſhould come into that county, 
4 that if I did he would meet me any 
« where in it, if he could know the time 
and place; but would be better 
« if I could come and lodge a night with 
with him,” which I afterward did. 
As I advanced a little further a certain 
woman, not of our profeſſion, invited 
me and friends with me to dine, and gave 
us the beſt entertainment in her power. 
She expreſſed with ſolidity, © She had 
not underſtood one word I had faid; 
but had felt that which had done her 
« heart good, as a friend interpreted her 


« words to me.” 
to Llambeter, 


Many people flocking 
the meeting was held in the ſtreet. After 
it I parted with the people in mutual af- 
er 
in company with friends and others. 
was at this time much overcome with the 
L_ = and 3 for the 
A ppointment my deſire, as 
veliening it to be in the eating of beſt 
wiſdom, for the ſervice of the day, being 
filled with a comfortable hope I was in 
my proper place, which cauſed the tears 


to run down my checks, moſt of the way 
I had to ride. 


When 


6, „„ nes or oe N 


A thereabout.” He accompanied me from 


70 Tat LIFE or 


When I returned to my quarters, viz. 
the Widow Evans's near Llandewy-brevy, 
a great number of the — ing peo- 
2 come thither, and an unexpected 
meeting enſued, wherein ſeveral were 


broken, and tendered in the time of ſi- 
lence. I briefly obſerved © that it had 


been made a good day to ſeveral of us, 
* ex g my deſire that it might be 
« duly remembred by us” And in this 
lively tenderneſs we took our leave of 


one another. 


But alas, when I came thither eighteen 
years after this, I found little ſign left of 


that fervency toward God, which then 
ſeemed impreſſed on their minds. The 
enemy had got entrance, and too much 


ſtolen it au ay. 
Next day I got to John Good 


win's, 
and he told me © he believed I was come 
in the right time, there having been 
but few at his houſe the day before, 
«® by reaſon of the ſnow that had fallen 


his houſe to a meeting at the edge of 
told me that his Father and Mo- 


ther were both convinced of truth about 
the ſame time, and received it in the love 
ol it. At that time his Father was Clerk of 
the pariſh, and maſter of ain 
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thereof ; but upon his joining with friends, 
and giving up faithfully to divine convic- 
tion, he was turned out, of both theſe pla- 
ces, and obliged to have recourſe to hard 
labour, wherein his mother heartily join- 
ed: But that himſelf their eldeſt Aud. 
then well grown toward the ſtate of a 
youth, not unde 1 their caſe, 
cas them fools to turn Quakers, and 
reſolved he would not be like them in 
that : Nor did they offer any compulſion 
to him therein: But their prayers, put 
up to the Lord for him, were manifeſtly 
anſwered; and they had in their Son. the 
. comfort they defired. At this time friends 
were grown numerous in Wales; but ſoon 
after, upon the encouragement given by 
William Penn, moſt of the friends in __ 
parts of this principality removed 
fertled in Penn 7 of — amongſt the 
reſt John's Father and and Mother with 
moſt of their children. From inclination 
he would have removed with them; but 
a higher power directed his ſtay in his 
native land, and to that he gave up Fa- 
ther and Mother-and every thing. This 
good man recounted to me the t fa- 
vours of the Lord to him all along to 
that day to the following purport. 
When the Lord 1 out poor 
Wales as a field of labour for me, he 
"WO 
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iſed that if I was faithful to him 

in it, he would be with me and favour 
me therein: and now I have in my 
„ heart a teſtimony for him in my old 
age that he hath abundantly made 
* good his promiſe to me, both outwardly 
and inwardly, far beyond what at that 
day, I could have ever ed.” 
Which favours in divers 
ted over to me in a 


he ben hoe: ei were occa- 
ſion) in the Lord's ſervice, that he 
could give him, or enable him to get more; 
that the firſt time he began to entertain 
travelling friends (moſt of the meeting 


being then gone » 
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nad but one bed which he left to them, 
he and his wife taking up their lodging 
in the ſtable. Divers have been convin- 
ced by his miniſtry ; and one of the prin- 
= worthies of our age I have eſteemed 

The foregoing narrative of this worthy 
elder was edifying and profitable to me 
not only at the time, but frequently ſince 
in the review and recollection thereof: 
and I thought it worthy of recital as con- 
veying profitable inſtruction to every claſs 
of readers whether of high or low degree : 
To the former a leſſon of inſtruction how 
humbly thankful they ought to be to the 
gracious grver of all good things for his 
extenſive bounty to them, when they con- 
ſider this truly man, in circumſtan- 
ces we ſhould reckon mean indeed, and 
a manner of living ſuitable to his circum- 
ſtances, bearing a lively and grateful 
teſtimony to the goodneſs, mercy and 
truth of the Lord in his gracious dealings 
with him. Alſo when he dedicates his 
little all (in faith) to his Lord's ſervice, 
doth he not in the ſilent and reaching lan- 
guage of example, convey this intelli- 
gence to thy ſoul, who art bleſſed with 
abundance? © G thu and do Iikewi/e; 

| — nr 


©) Tan LIFE or 
« Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance and 
te firſt fruits of all thine encreaſe ; * 
« Love mercy, and walk kumbly with thy 
Cod; f deeply pondering in thy heart 
«* How much oweſt. thou to the Lord?” 
And thoſe of low circumſtance from 
Hence may learn that happineſs is confined 
to no ſtation in this life; but is the reſult 
of obſerving the law of God in the inward 
parts, being (as it preſcribes) content with 
the things which we have, not minding 
high things; but reducing our deſires to 
the level of our ſtation in life, that ſo 
we may fill it with propriety and act our 
parts well: If we thus walk by the uner- 
ing rule of truth, tho' we be eſteemed 
poor in this world, we ſhall be rich in 
taith, and, with this worthy man enjoy 
in the obſcurity of the humble cottage 
what palaces too ſeldom afford, ſolid con- 
tent, the conſolation of a conſcience void 
of offence, and in reward of well-doing, 
the peace of God that paſſeth the un- 
« derſtandings of men.” molt ſplen- 
did and extenſive earthly poſſeſſions, when 
laid in the balance againſt durable poſſeſ- 
ſions like theſe, are indeed as nothing and 


lighter than vanity. 


Having 
4 Prov, iii. chap. 9 ver. + Micah vi. ch B. ver. 
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Having parted with John Goodwin, 
I 2 Aale, 
| Benwdley, Co- 
ventry, Warwick, Eveſham, then back 
by Worceſter to Bromyard, Hereford, 
Amely and into Radnorſhire in Wales, 
to Brinfloyd and Talcot. To this laſt 
place came Mary Rickaby of Yorkſhire 
from Llandewy-brevy, much tired ; but 
after a little reſt and refreſhment, ſhe had 
an edifying opportunity in the family; 
and from . ſhe, with Miriam 4 
and her uncle Edward Jones accompa- 
nied me to the Welch yearly meeting, as 
did alſo John Young from Leominſter, 
who met me at Hereford for that purpoſe, 

and was an acceptable companion. 

Next morning we ſet out from Talcot 
about five o'clock and got to Nathaniel 
Aathony's a little after meeting time, a 
meeting having been appointed before- 
hand , to begin at five in the even- 
ing. After meeting John Young and I 
went to lodge with that couple, who had 
before invited me near Llangeithow, where 
we met with a kind and cordial reception, 
and found them fervent in deſire after 
4 Next morning we met Mary 

ickaby, and ſundry other friends at John 
Bowen's. Thence went to an evening 

E 2 meeting 


5 
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meeting at Carmarthen, which was large - 
Next day being ſeventh day, we went to 
John Lewis's houſe in the country; on 
firſt day with him to the meeting at Red- 
ſtone, and in the afternoon were at a 
large meeting at Haverford-weſt: And 
from hence on third day we went to the 
yearly meeting at Tenby. 
After the yearly meeting, I went by 
Swanzey and Trevereeg to Ponti 
being accompanied by good old Evan 
Evans. Thence by Shernuton and Roſs 
to Glouceſter, and from thence round by 
-Oxfordſhire, ; Berkſhire and Wiltſhire to 
Briſtol yearly:meeting; and from thence 
by Bath, Bradford, Shaftsbury, Poole, 
Ringu ood and Southampton and the Iſle 
of Wight, to that of London, 
At Shaftsbury the meeting had been 
pretty much dropped for ſeveral years, 
there being none of our profeſſion left, 
but an old friend, a tanner and his tuo 
ſiſters: but at this time ſeveral Mere in 
part convinced, and thereupon the meet- 
ing revived. I was there on a firſt day, 
and had three meetings which were large. 
The ſecond day I ſpent in viſiting families, 
and in the evening had a concluſive mect- 
ing with friends, and thoſe newly convin- 
ced. It was a ſatisfactory time; and one 
man's wite who had been in great grief, 
g Paſſion, 
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paſſion, and bitterneſs, on account of her 


huſband's joining in our profeſſion, was 
herſelf gained and joined him and friends; 


and another woman likewiſe joined us at 


the ſame time: yet the fervency which : 


was then felt, proved but of ' ſhort dura- 
tion with ſeveral of them. However. the 


meeting hath continued, a new mecting-: 
houſe was built there ſince that time, and 


the quarterly meeting of the county of 
Dorſet is ſometimes held there. 


On my return from the Iſle of Wight, 


Thomas Whitehead and. Philip Eliot met 


of the Iſle of Wight, who was then hope- 


ful, next day being the fourth of the week 


we came to Alton; after meeting there 


on fifth day we came to an evening meet- 
ing at Godalmin. Sixth day morning 


were * a meeting at Guilford. After 
Joined by Samuel Bownas 


— Jeremiah boring, we came to Eſher, 
and next morning to London to the year- 
ly meeting. 


particularly kind and fatherly to me. We 
were at Gracious- ſtreet meeting 
on firſt day morning, which was a good 
meeting, and wherein I was s favoured 1 in a 


good degree. 


me at Portſmouth and accompanied me 
haven to London, with young Abel Hollis 


In this journey Samuel Bownas was 


9 
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Thomas Whitchead and Philip Eliot 
accompanied me after the yearly meeting 
was over to a meeting at Hertford. From 
Hertford 1 went to Hitchin, Jordan's, 
High-wiccomb, &c. was at the quarterly- 
meeting at Okeham for the counties of 
Leiceſter and Rutland, and at thoſe at 

Lincoln, York, Lancaſter and Kendal. 
At this yearly meeting were no Trepre- 
ſentatives from Ireland, but Abraham 
Fuller and I. John Pim of 
and his brother Joſhua Pim of Mount- 
rath came as far as Cov : and there 
the ſaid Joſhua, a valuable friend and 
elder, was viſited with a diſtemper, which 
for a time ſeemed dangerous. He reco- 
vered, but not till ſome time after the 
yearly ing was over. 

The like afterwards happened to ano- 
ther good friend and elder Joſeph Wil- 
liams of Randal's Mills, who reached Lon- 
don, and was there by indiſpolition pre- 
vented from getting out to any meeting, 
ſuch trials being ſometimes permitted for 
the proving and exerciſing the faith and 
patience of the Lord's ſervants. 

In this Journey I often travelled hard, 
and had two meetings a day wherever 1 
could. It took me about five months. 
At Lincoln quarterly meeting friends bos, 
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ed at inns: I don't remember that I 
knew one friend there, bur John Scott 
from Leeds and May Drummond. I: 
being now about midſummer the pub- 
lick meeting began at twelve o'clock, their 
men's meeting about two, and ended be- 
fore four. In thoſe two meetings I had 
been ſhut up. I met with an elderly friend- 
and aſked him, how friends ſpent the reſi- 
due of the long evening, he anſwered © in 
converſing together or taking a walk or 
« the like.” 1 told him © I thought it 
* was a pity, conſidering the large num- 
ber of young people come together from 
* ſundry parts of the county, that I 
* thought the end would be better an- 
« ſ{wered, by ſome religious 8 
4 or meeting, that might tend to edi 
« cation, and be of benefit to ſome at 
* leaſt.” He replied © They uſed to have 
evening meetings; but being on one 
« hand much infeited with people, 
« and on the other too often Les rh 
conducted, they proved diſſatisfactory; 
and for theſe reaſons friends had thought 
« it beſt to diſcontinue them.” | 
Hereupon we were called in to dinner ;. 
bur I had little appetite : after dinner I 
as GE out. Some of the elders had 
wn together, and upon my coming to 
them, ſignified if I had a concern for an 
Eg evening 
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evening meeting, that they were willmg 
to appoint one to begin at the ſixth hour. 
I was afraid yet durſt not refuſe the pro- 
poſal, ſo upon my aſſenting, the meetin 
was appointed, it was much crowded, an 
the life and power of trath was in domi- 
nion, which caſed my mind of its burden 
and filled it with thank fulneſs. 

From hence John Scott, May Drum- 
mond and I came together with divers 
other friends to a meeting at Gainſbo- 
rough, and on the firſt day after were at 
the general meeting at Warnſworth, where 
we met with Joſeph Storr. From thence 
John Scott and I came together to the 
monthly meeting at Leeds, where we met 
with our valuable antient Friend William 
| Slater. From Leeds I went in company 
with William Hird and his wife to the 
monthly meeting at Knareſborough, at 
which was John Fothergill, and from 
thence to the quarterly meeting at York, 
to which came in particular John Richard- 
ſon, expected by few, having been thought 
to be near death for ſometime before, but 
being recovered a little, tho* ſtill very 
feeble in body, but ſtrong in faith, and 
warm in love to God and the brethren, in 
a journey of three days, which he had 
uſed to accompliſh in one or leſs, he 
reached 
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reached this city, to have one more ſo- 
lemn opportunity with his friends at this 


in the meeting of miniſters the 


old ; man was enlarged in much weighty 
and pertinent counſel in the clear opening 
of Gofpel light, but the publick meetings 
were much 2 by raw and forward pub- 
lick appearances. . 

From York I came with Mary Slater to 

dab and from thence was — »f | 
John Binns to a general meeting 
7 Crothabooth, where I met with Samu 
'othergill, Margaret Birtwhiſtle (after- 
wards — . Jonathan Rain) and 
Sarah Routh, who afterwards married 
William Taylor : next day in company 
with the two laſt to the quarterly mect- 
ing at Lancaſter. 
Here in the meeting of miniſters, Mar- 
_ garet Birtwhiftle appeared . livelily and 
very ſuitably : but a young man and one 
elder than he, by their pudlick appear- 
ances hurt the meeting. 

When I reached Whitehaven, I there 
met Suſanna Morris and Elizabeth Mor- 
gan of Pennſylvania juſt landed from Dub- 

n having viſated Ireland. Suſanna Morris 
was a good old woman and a ſound miniſ- 
ter, whoſe faith was remarkably tried; hav- 
ing twice ſuffered ſhipwreck on the coaſt 
E 5 of 
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of Ireland and once (as I have heard) on 
err yet was pre- 


ſerved by that providence on 
which ſhe relied, and her Sth not weak- 


ened thereby. 
in the north of 


One time it ha 
Ireland, and the other time off 
van, when, (as I have been credibly in- 
formed) after — ſome hours in the 
ſhrouds, apparently in imminent danger 
of being fone away by the waves every 
minute, and the ſtorm continuing ſo vio- 
lent that no boat-men durſt venture out 
to their relief, a popiſh prieſt was made 
the inſtrument of her preſervation, who 
by his influence and authority rouſed ſome 
of the inhabitants, at the riſque of their 
lives to attempt the relief of her and 
others, which they providentially effected, 
and brought her and Joſeph Taylor par- 
ticularly ſafe aſhore. 

When I landed from Whitehaven at 
Dublin, I there received a letter from 
my brother informing me that their next 

ovince meeting was to be at Limer- 
ick next firſt day. Garret Haſſen accom- 


panying me, we left Dublin on fourth 


day morning and came that evening to 

Samuel Neale's at Chriſtian's town, and 

were next day at the week-day 

at Rathangan, and after 1 1 - 
o 
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John Ridgeway's at Ballycarrol; next day 
we — . Roſcrea, and Limerick the 
day following. At this province meeting 
I was prevailed on to ſtay and join in a 
viſit to friends families, towards which 
ſervice Garret had before expreſſed ſome 
concern on his mind. We were accom- 
nied by Joſhua Beale of Cork, John 
lips, Gearge Peaſe and William Rich- 
ardſon of Limerick. It proved a memo- 
_ ſeaſon : The pure influence of truth 
aving prevailed in the prece ro- 
* meeting, had ſo prepa * ed ie ad. | 
minds, that we found in 5 mart great 


openneſs, and in ſome families ſcarce a dry 

eye. No hardneſs, that I remember, ap- 

Rs except in one family: and the 

Head of that family, being an eager pur- 

ſuer of the world, in ſome time after failed 

conſiderably in debt. From thence I came 
ſtraight home to Cork. 

Oa the whole of this long journey, and 
my third with a certificate, I have this 
obſervation to make. In my two firſt 
journeys being much among tender reli- 
gious friends, my labour was eaſy and 
edifying, and I * had great conſola- 
tion, and divine ſatisfaction among _ 
but in this laſt, coming to many 
that were poor and flat, as to the life * 
religion, and where other things more = 
va 
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vailed, I often had ſuffering ſeaſons, and 
came off but poorly. 

In the next ſummer after my return, I 
removed from Cork (leaving my ſaid bro- 
ther John Gough there in my place) into 
Leinſter province, and ſettled near Mount- 


I have reaſon to believe that I 
followed right direction, and the gracious 
call of divine goodneſs, in this removal, 
on divers accounts, as in the good hand 
of God, the author of all it prov- 
ed a bleſſing both to my wite and myſelf. 
There lived hereaway at that time divers 
valuable ſpiritually minded friends, thro? 
whoſe tender regard, counſel and help we 
— froth nond, and to whom ue felt 
great nearneſs of heart, and dear affec- 
Fo, in the pure love of the one eternal 

irit. 

Here I tried ſomething of the linen- 
buſineſs, but found myſelf ſo unfit for 
dealing with the common people, that 1 
ſaw (notyitaſtanding the kind affiſtance 
of ſome 12 I was not like to gain 
any thin following this buſineſs. And 

as I had ef elſe wy preſent for a liveli- 
hood, it ſometimes had a dejection over 
my mind. Such diſpenſations are humb- 
ling, deeply exerciſing our faith and pa- 
tience, and "ung our foundation and 
".. _ 
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our confidence in divine — and 
reliance on heavenly he They are 
what we generally call trials; and ſo the 
are : but when we conſider that the ea 
is the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof, and 
that the cattle of a thouſand hills are his; 
are not his favours trials as well as his 
chaſtiſements? Affluence appears to me 
a trial, as well as 2 outward 
proſpects; but a trial of a different nature, 
that is of our fidelity as ſtewards of the 
mercies of God, to whom ue are all to be 
accountable for the diſcharge of the truſt 
he hath inveſted us with, that we conſume 
them not upon our luſts, as if that u as our 
own, which was given us to do good with, 
and be helpful to others who may itand 
in need; and as the ſun-ſhine of proſperity 
s apt to lift men up too high into a ſtate of 
inconſiderateneſs and diſſipation, I have 
thought it as a trial, whereby we are un- 
der greater danger and temptation : and 
have a greater croſs to take up to be what 
we ought to be, than in humbler ſtations. 
It has not fallen to my lot to be much 
oved with trials of this kind, and I am 
to believe that divine wiſdom, who or- 
ders all things well, knew beſt what was 
beſt for me. For when proſpects of things 
were pleaſing I was too prone to be too 
much elevated, and therefore needed — 


ä 
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nal evidence and perſu y 
ight place, and of faith that al 


21 — the ſweet ſenſe 
of cious regard of him that is above 
all, — cloſely | Iaked us together in true 


unity, and deep thankfulneſs, which often 


raiſed in us (to our unſpeakable joy) the 
of a dwelling-place, with 


the ſanctified of che Lord in the regions 


of bliſs. May I never forget ſuch ſeaſons 


of unmerited mercy and goodneſs. 


In the the next year, my 
mind was again drawn to viſit ſome parts 
of Cumberland and Weſtmoreland. ' 

Pim of Lackah and his wife offered me 
their eldeſt fon Moſes for a companion, 


— We met at his brother- 


in-law 
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in-law Samuel Neale's at Chriſtian's town. 
'Thence we went next day ſome miles out 
of our way to ſee our dear friend Mary 
Peiſly being at that time in affliction. 

She had been a gay young woman, but 
in the youthful years of her gaiety, ſhe 
was favoured with a powerful and prevail- 
ing viſitation of divine love, and giving 
up faithfully to the heavenly viſion, ſhe 
became a veſſel of honour in the maſter's 
houſe, receiving a gift in the miniſtry, 
and being reverently, watchfully and live- 
lily exerciſed therein to the edification of 
friends where her lot was caſt. She was 
indeed an uſeful member and a ſhining 
ornament to the church. . 

I am ready to conclude, that none in 
our day, from the time of this the effec- 
rual viſitation of Chriſt to her ſoul, ad- 
| hered with more ſteadineſs to his guidance, 
thro' a variety of probations. She was 
moſt part of her time a member of the 
ſame monthly meeting with myſelf. Of- 
ten were we together in publick meetings; 
often on family viſits. 

She viſited friends in England, Ireland 
and North America pretty generally; and 
ſoon after her return from her laſt journey 
married our friend Samuel Neale, and in 
a few days after departed this life. I at- 
tended both at her marriage and * 

n 
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neral, and am ſatisfied that ſhe is e to 


enjoy for ever the reward of a well-ſpent 
life very much devoted to the ſervice of 


God, and the ion of truth upon. 


After this viſit of friendſhip, we got to. 
Dublin on ſeventh day evening, end ave 
on enquiry. I was informed at ſeveral pla- 
ces, that the whole fleet of Whitchaven 
ſhips had gone off that day; but in my 
return from the quay (accompanied by 
my kind landlord T Strangman) 
met a man, who told —_— + Pore 
prevented from getting 1 ed 
1 in Dublin . | 
and had a ſatisfactory time with my dear 
friends there. After dinner on ſecand day 
we embarked, and on third day about noon. . 
landed at Whitchaven. That afternoon 
I went to John Harris's, and next morn- - 
ing ſet off with him and his-wife, a va- - 
luable miniſter, to the quarterly meeting 
* | Gn 
ne thing appeared to me p ly 
remarkable A = time. By — 
wet weather there were backward 
at their country work, and then very 
buſy; yet ſeveral of the men put for- 
ward their wives to go to the quarterly 
meeting, as they intended themſelves to 

the northern yearly meeting to be at _ 
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dal about two weeks from that time. We 
were that day pretty many in company, 
but more 5 than — tho bak he 
roads and the weather were but indiffer- 
ent. Hence I concluded that no other 
motive, but that of religious deſire drew 
them from home. It affected my mind, 
and made me hope for a g meet- 
ing. The 3 our 1 friend 
Robert Atk inſon, then about eighty years 
of age, with two other elderly women 
| walked on foot eight miles to it. 

On fifth day the quarterly meeting be- 
an, and on ſixth & ended, and was a 
large and good meeting. On ſeventh day 
I reached Kendal, and viſited meetings 
thereaway till the yearly meeting; and 
after it, ſpent a few days thereabout, took 
leave of my poor mother, and never ſaw 
either the place of my nativity, or her 
any more. She lived only about two or 
three years after this, and was favoured 
in her latter days with peace and quiet ; 
* was mercifully continued to her laſt 
en 
This journey began well, like all my 
others; but, alas! it did not fo continue 
and end, for want of my ſteadily adhering 
to the all-wiſe guide in my whole conduct. 
Yet 1 no inſtruction from it, and 
learned to exerciſe more care in ſome 
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things, wherein I faw I had miſſed my 


way. 

[entered at Whitehaven for Dublin; 
but we were driven to the north, and put 
into Carlingford about fifty miles from 
Dublin. The paſſengers were three men 
and three women, and this being a poor 
place, we could only get two mean 
wretched horſes, on which we helped the 
women by turns to Dundalk about eight 
or ten miles. From Dundalk we hired 
three horſes, which carried double well to 
Drogheda where we lodged. Here were 
no horſes to be met with. So meeting 
with a return chaiſe I agreed for the three 


ting any thing by the linen-buſineſs, 
morning Thomas Boake ſchoolmaſter of 
Mountmelick came to acquaint me, that 
the doctor had told him he muſt quit the 
ſchool or loſe his life (being then in a bad 
ſtate of health), and to adviſe with me and 
others thereupon. He ſoon quitted it, and 
I ſucceeded him, in a ſchool poor indeed, 
as I found it, at my firſt entering it; 
for except a few friends whoſe chi = 
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had, who duly paid me, moſt of the reſt 
put me off wah | promiſes, few of which 
were ever — 2 ſo that a dull proſ- 
pect ſtill threatened, and looking back in 
my mind to both Briſtol and Cork, I 
thought it a ſtrange condition to which 
I was now reduced: yet hope in the Lord 
ſometime ſupported and cheared my mind ; 
and it was not long till things * an to 
wear a better face; for firſt ſo riends 
of Dublin, and afterwards 4 from 
other ſent their ſons to board with 
us, till we had above twenty boys board- 
ed in our houſe, for whom we were well 
and duly paid. 

About ten years after our marriage my 
wife was delivered of a ſon, whom we 
named John, and in a few days after, ſhe 
departed this life. For about two years 
before her deceaſe ſhe had been engaged 
a little in the work of the miniſtry; but 
her principal ſervice was in friends' fami- 
lies and in the women's meetings (in which 
her ſervice was much miſſed, 'when ſhe 
was removed.) She died in a ſweet frame 
of mind, and in near unity with good 
friends. 

My brother had married at Youghal a 
relation of my wife's, upon whoſe death, 
he and his wife came into my houle at 


my deſire; and in the winter following 
] vifited 
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I viſited Ulſter province pretty fully, and 
thoroughly, being at ſundry meetings 
twice over; in this journey I was favoured 
with the company of old Robert Richard- 
fon many miles, and to many meetings, 
in ſevere weather, and he about eighty 
four years of age. 
I had a particular concern to have a 


meeting in the town of Belfaſt: I con- | 


ſulted Robert upon it; but he did not en- 
courage it, not one of our profeſſion liv- 
ing in that town: He ſaid he had been at 
ſundry meetings there, but few of them. 
proved to ſatisfaction. So I left the mat- 
ter for ſome days; but the concern fol- 
lowed me till. And it opened in my 
mind, that if I would have.the bread of 
life to my ſoul, I muſt go to the place ap- 

a ay for me to receive it, viz. to Belfaſt. 
I I thereupon conſulted ſundry other 
friends, all of whom approved of it. Up- 
on application the town-hall was obtained 
for it, and fitted up with ſeats of deal- 
boards. Sundry friends attended from the 
meetings of Ballinderry, Liſburn, Hillſ- 
borough, and Newtown, particularly from 
Liſburn ſeveral friends accompanied me, 
and old Robert could not be eaſy without 
coming along in the rere of the company; 


he ſat next to me on the juſtices bench. 
The magiſtrates were ſo 1 as 


to order the conſtables to ſtand at the door 
= 
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to keep out the rabble : The, inhabitants 
of the town of upper rank with their wives 
and children came to it in a decent ſolid 
manner. 

I had had a great weight and fear on my 
mind reſpecting the undertaking ; but pro- 
ceeding on the foundation hinted above; 
a ſteady hope, and reverent dependence 
on the Almighty ſtayed my mind, and [I 
thought my friends felt for me, and felt 
unity of heart with me. Ihe meeting 
was eminently favoured with the clear 
light of the goſpel, and the ſweet ſenſe 
and enjoyment of divine life and good- 
neſs. After the meeting Robert in a ten- 
der thankful frame of mind expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction, as did divers other friends. 
It proved a good day, honourable to the 
cauſe of ruth, and affording ſolid joy to 
us, who attended that meeting, which had 
been crowned with the divine preſence. 
After this I had meetings of the like 
Lind at Dungannon, Moira, and Legi- 
curry or Rich-hill, all of them open, and 
comfortable. And indeed in this viſit to 
Uliter province, I was favoured often with 
the ſupporting evidence of my being under 
right direction. It had been on my mind 
for ſome years before, and I thought I had 
waited till the right time. 


I was 


2 
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I was accompanied in this j journey ma- 
ny miles and to many meetings by my 
eſteemed friend Thomas 2 whoſe 
company was truly acc alſo 
my dear friend Sulanna atton to wel 
meetings as ſhe could get out conveniently 
to attend. | 

Sometime after I alſo viſited Munſter 


province, accompanied by my friend John 


Pim of Lackah. 
About this time the methodiſts had got 


ſome footing in ſundry parts of Ireland, 
and in Mountmelick in particular : John 


Curtis, a friend of Briſtol, who had been 


one of them about a year, having been 
. convinced of our principles, 
and received a gift of the miniſtry, came 
over upon a r igious viſit to friends in 


Ireland, amongſt whom his ſervice was 


very acceptable. 

1 was with him at a meeting in 
the court-houſe in * another in the 
aſſembly- room at Athlone, and at ſeveral 
others which were very large. He a 
Pons in inwardneſs of mind to attend 


ift, and follow its leading; and 
. his ſervice in Ireland with an 


epiſtle to friends whom he had viſited, 


which the national meeting ordered to be 


printed. 


I mention 
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1 mention this by reaſon of what fol- 
lows. | | . 
One afternoon John Weſley made his 
firſt entrance into Mountmelick, attended 
by a large company on horſeback of thoſe 
who joined him in ſociety. As ſeveral of 
their miniſters had been here before, ſome 
of whom had invited me to come, and 
bring my family, to hear them preach the 
goſpel, I had not as yet found m to 
go: but hearing that John Weſley was to 
preach that evening in the open market- 
place, I was not eaſy to avoid going. So 
] went, and ſtanding at a friend's ſhop- 
door, I heard him begin with the follow- 
ing preamble or introduction; n 
_ © Before I unfold to you the oracles of 
God I muſt firſt remove a ſtumbling- 
« block out of the way, which is this; 
« I underſtand one John Curtis from Briſ- 
<« tol hath of late been travelling in theſe 
parts, and endeavouring to lay waſte 
< that good work, which it hath pleaſed 
God to carry on by our hands, giving out 
that he was formerly a Methodiſt and ac- 
« quainted with me. Now he never was a 
| © Methodiſt to my knowledge, and I think 
he could not be one in or about Briſtol 
„ without it: And as to any acquaintance 
„ with the ſaid John Curtis, I folemaly 
« declare I never had any ; only I remem- 
. Te 
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* ber being twice in his company occa- 
* fionally, about eight years ago. 1 hope 
no man will account me an offender for 
* ſpeaking the truth. If George Fox 
* were here he would embrace me for it.” 
| "This was the ſubſtance of his introduc- 
tion in the ſame words, or very nearly the 
_ in which he delivered it, for I gave 
attention to this Then he 
ceeded to what he fed ö 
oracles of God, which I thought was 
ſtamping the matter far too high. 
That evening I got two friends to ac- 
company me to his lodging to ſpeak to 
him he n. At the firſt mentioning of 
the ſubject he diſcovered ſome warmth. 
I tell you John Curtis has done more 
harm in his journey thro? theſe parts, 
than ever he will do good as long as 
he lives. He has gone about ſcatter- 
ing poiſon”. This high charge he un- 
dertook to prove thus. © What poiſon 
is to the body, that bigotry is to the 
mind; but John Curtis has been induſ- 
< trious to ſow bigotry, that is to ſow diſ- 
affection in the hearts of chriſtians to- 
ward one another, barely on account 
of difference in opinion.“ 
To all this I replied to the following 
1mport © I was an entire ſtranger to John 
* Curtis till he came into theſe parts, 
« fince 
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« ſince which I had made uſe of the op- 
” ity of contracting an acquain- 
* tance with him, and being pretty much 
in his company, I have known him to 
ebe influenced with the univerſal love of 
„God, and that he has endeavoured to 
« propagate the ſame in others. This 
4 thou canſt never call ſcattering poiſon; 
« and if my account differ from thine, ſo 
« doth the foundation on which it is built. 
For thine is only upon hear-ſay, which 
is too ſlender a foundation, whereupon 
« publickly to aſperſe any man's character 
« who is not preſent to anſwer and vindi- 
« cate himſelf.” At this he ſeemed ſome- 
hat confuſed, and acknowledged that he 
had not duly conſidered that part of the 
matter; but thought he might depend on 
the ſundry repeated informations, he had 
received from different quarters. 
1 farther obſerved to him that he 
« ought to have duly regarded our Lord's 
directions not to judge, &c. For if any 
good is done it is the Lord that doth it, 
and in what way, and by what inſtru- 
« ments he pleaſes; and therefore all the 
glory of it is due to him alone, and no 
part of that glory or honour to any in- 
« ſtrument, which can do nothing of it- 
« ſelf, and that it would be a ſim in any 
« inſtrument to 9 to itſelf what = 
| OS | 4. ue 
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due to God only: and that if John Curtis 
. , faithfully did what the Lord directed, he 
vuould be accepted, tho' no ſhining out- 
< ward effects ſhould ariſe from it.” 
And in regard to what thou haſt al- 
< ledged of his ſowing diſaffection in the 
* hearts of Chriſtians, towards one ano- 
* ther, barely on account of difference in 
* opinton ; ſomething occurs to me on that 


“head, which is that John Curtis might 
be endued with a ſenſe of the danger, 
« which ſome might be in of magnifying 
„and extolling certain men, inſtead of 
„giving all glory to God; and might ap- 
prehend it to be his duty to caution and 
* guard them againſt that danger, which 
« might be miſconſtrued by ſome, as ſeek- 
ing to ſow diſaffection toward thoſe men 
and their adherents ;” or to this effect. 
This opportunity concluded peaceably, 
with John Weſley" s acknowledging, ** that 
jt had been to his edification, and that 
he therefore wiſhed he could get the like 
opportunities with our friends more fre- 
quently; that he ſaw ſome things in a 
« clearer light than he had done before, 
Hand that he would never ſay any thing 
_ © againſt John Curtis publickly again, 
4e unleſs he adminiſtred a real foundation 
for it.” I heard he had the day before 
made the ſame preamble, or to the ſame 


purport 
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purport before his ſermon at Edenderry, 
and would probably havegone on ſo from 
place to place. 

I writ to John Curtis hereupon, who 
anſwered that he never pretended to, nor 
ever ſpoke of his having any intimate ac- 
quaintance with John Weſley; but that he 
was regularly a methodiſt for ſome time, 
he ſent me a certificate, ſigned by ſeveral 
of the ſame fraternity, and ſome other 
teſtimonials. 

Hereupon he writ to John Weſley, and 
| ſent me over copies of the letters that paſ- 
ſed between them. I did not ſee that this 
paper-war, if continued, would be likely 
to ſerve any good purpoſe, and ſo I wrote 
to him, and it dropped. And all the uſe 

1 made of the above-ſaid teſtimonials was 
occaſionally to ſhew them to ſome of the 
methodiſts and to one of their miniſters. 

I was glad to ſee ſome in that part 
awakened out of their ſleep of darkneſs, 
to a thoughtfulneſs about their ſouls, and 
ſincerely wiſhed the encreaſe and promo- 
tion of ſolid piety : but I had opportunity 

to obſerve there that thoſe who were inno- 
cent and well-minded before have conti- 
nued the molt ſteady and circumſpect in 
their conduct; that thoſe who had before 
gone into groſs Pn, beiag induced 
2 | to 


| 
4 


100 Tut LIFE "= 


to believe that regeneration was an inſtan- 
taneous, not a gradual work, did not 
ſufficiently remain under repentance, to 
let it have its perfect work; and that in- 

ſtead of preſſing forward after the perfec- 
tion of the inward life, denying ſelf, and 
a conformity to this world in its corru 


tions, in language and practice, their zeal 


too much ſettled in the frequency of their 
meetings, hearing ſermons, praying, ſing- 
ing, reading, and treaſuring up ſcripture 
texts and paſſages in their memories, talk- 
ing them over too lightly and cuſtomarily, 


in converſation, which rendered theſe di- 
vine truths like ſalt without the proper ſa- 


vour, taking from them the au ful weight 


and dignity due to them. 


By theſe means chriſtian fortitude for 
ftanding ſtedfaſt in a reverent ſimplicity 


and holy vigilance ſoon retired; a ſilent 
dependance on Chriſt the true teacher was 


irkſome, and that dependance which was 
due to him miſplaced on f..llible men. Ihe 


_ confequence was a dwindling, a blaſt on 


the firſt buddings of heavenly deſires, a 
decay of the divine life: and many of 
them ſoon returned, like the ſow that was 
wathed to wallow in the mire and filth of 
transgreſſion again; and threw off the at- 
fectation, the inſipid, and ſurfeiting talk 
of religion; the form of godlineſs, which 

they 


JAMES GOUGH. ict 


they had too much gloried in, for want of 
humbly abiding under the purifying pow- 
er thereof. | 

Sometime after this a vacancy falling 

out 1n the city of Dublin by the death of 
John Beetham friends“ ſchoolmaſter there, 
and the return of George Routh (who had 
tried the place after him) to England, 
my brother, being encouraged by friends 
there to take up the charge of that ſchool, 
ſeemed inclined thereto, and as the proſ- 
pect ſeemed promiſing, I freely aſſented to 
his removal, altho' thereby I was left 
{ingly to undergo the labour and care, of 
a large family of boarders in which he and 
his wife had been uſeful aſſiſtants ſince the 
death of my wife. This induced me to 
think. of marrying again, and accordingly 
I married Elizabeth Barnes, daughter of 
Thomas Barnes, of Waterford. About 
two weeks after our marriage we went to- 
gether to the ſummer half year's meeting 
in Dublin. In our way thither we ſpent 
the farit day among our friends at 'Tima- 
hoe, it being the laſt meeting there to ma- 
ny of them. For in a few days after ſeve- 
ral of their families, came to Dublin to 
embark for North Carolina, to ſettle up- 
on my couſin Arthur Dobbs's lands there, 
who was their landlord at Timahoe, and 
who upon my application (had offered to 
F 3 me 
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me for life, and after it to my ſon John 
and his heirs one thouſand acres of that 


land: Robert Millhouſe of Timahoe was 


to chuſe land, next to that, which himſelf 
ſhould take, but the captain of the ſhip 
in which they went, not being well ac- 
quainted with the coaſt, ran too far to the 
ſouthward, landed them at Charles-town 
in South-Carolina, and thereupon they 
ſettled in that province, ſo I was diſap- 
Amr in my expectation of getting the 
and taken up by him. Two other oppor- 
tunities afterwards preſented ſome proba- 


_ bility of getting them taken up; but by 


various accidents, my hopes were again 
diſappointed : may all diſappointments of 
this kind incite to a greater diligence in 
ſeeking the one thing needful, that good 
part, which ſhall never be taken away. 

We refided about ten years after our 


marriage in Mountmelick ; during which 


time an increaſing private family, and 
the neceſſary attendance of my houſe and 
ſchool, prevented my going any great 


journey, but I attended monthly, pro- 


vince, and national meetings generally, 
in which I was often favoured with my 
brethren, with the freſh ariſings of life, 

and the renewing of inward o—_ | 
My wife being of a very weakly and 
tender conſtitution, I apprehended the fa- 
_ rigue 
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tigue and burdenſome care of a boarding. 
ſchool, a load too heavy for her, and from 


hence conceived a deſire, with ſubmiſſion 
to the ordering of divine providence, of a 
place where the weight might reſt more 
upon my ſhoulders, and leſs on hers : and, 


having made previous application, I re- 


ceived an invitation to return to Briſtol, 
and reſume the ſchool there. 


Hereupon after ſometime, I threw up 
my ſchool in Mountmelick, attended the 


fifth mo. national meeting at Dublin, after 


which I embarked there with-three friends 
more, to attend the yearly meeting at Lon- 
don. We went aboard on fifth day morn- 


ing, and landed at Parkgate next morning, 
and had an evening meeting at Liverpool. 
On ſeventh day went to Warrington : on 
_ firſt day morning, to the general meeting 
at Franley in Cheſhire. On ſecond day 


we reached Birmingham ;. after meeting. 


there on third day we went to Coventry. 
On fourth day after meeting at Coventry, 
we reached Towceſter, and London the 


next day. After the yearly meeting was 


over, Iſaac Jackſoa returned home; Joſhua 
Wilſon ſtaid a little time amongſt his re- 
lations; and Joſeph Inman and I (accom- 
panied by our kind landlord John Ehott 
of London) on third day came to an 
evening meeting at Reading, appointed to 

F 4 begin 
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begin at the ſixth hour. Next morning 
Joſeph Inman and I were at the monthly 
meeting at New , and that evening 
at a ſmall meeting at Marlborough; on 
fifth day we came to a meeting at Calne, 
and after it to John Fry's at Sutton-benjar. 
Next day after meeting there to Bath, 
and on ſeventh day to Briſtol, where we 
ſtayed till ſixth day morning, when leav- 
ing Briſtol, ue croſſed the new paſſage in- 
ro Wales, that night came to Cardift, and 
the next to Swanzey, where we ſtayed over 
the firſt day; and on a ſecond day were 
at an evening meeting at Carmarthen. 
On third day at Llandewy-brevy. On 
fourth day, by way of Llaneedleſs we 
reached Goodwin's. At Llaneedleſs 
ve went to ſee a friend's widow. We found 
her young in her poor habitation, and 
ſhe ſeemed rejoiced to ſee us, and as we 
had no guide, ſhe readily offered herſelf 
fora ww) to John Goodwin's, which they 
called five miles; but it took us near three 
hours riding. Ku 
On fifth day after meeting at this anti- 
ent, worthy friend's houſe, we went to his 
ſon-in-law Humphry Owen's (on the ſea- 
ſide,) who had married John's eldeſt daugh- 
ter: On ſixth day after meeting, ſaid 
Humphry accompanied us to his brother 
Lewis Owen's near Dolgelthy in Merion- 

ethſhire; 
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ethſhire ; and next day a long mountain- 
ous road to Carnarvon, where we ſtay'd, 
and had a meeting by ourſelves, and after 
dinner came to Holyhead on firit day even- 
ing. On ſecond day morning about two 
o'clock our kind friend ſaw us on board 
the packet-boat and then took leave of us. 
On third day in the evening we landed in 
Dublin, and next evening I got ſafe home 
to my wife and children, in Mountmelick. 

After my return I attended the quar- 
terly meeting for Munſter, at Clonmel, 
and that for Leinſter at Enniſcorthy, 
and then I got my large family ready for 
our removal, conſiſting of my wife and 
her mother in her eightieth year, eight 


children, and a nurſe to the youngeit. 


about eight months old. With the aſſiſ- 
tance of ſundry kind friends, particularly 


Thomas Strangman of Mountmelick, we 
all got well to. Waterford, and from thence 


(after ſtaying about ten days with our 
friends there) to Briſtol. 
No leaving Ireland, after having ſo- 
journed there about twenty-four years, and 
received much affection and kindaeſs from 
many friends there, of which I hope to 
retain the grateful remembrance as long 
as my memory ſhall continue, let me re- 
view the ſtate of our ſociety there, during 
that ſpace of time. N 
8 It + At 
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At my firſt going thither, there were yet 
living in moſt parts of the nation, where 
meetings were ſettled, ſome of the good 
old ſtock both miniſters and elders, who 
loved God and mankind, and were eſteem- 
ed and beloved by them, being kind and 
open-hearted, as well as faithful and cir- 
cumſpect in all the branches of our chriſ- 


tian teſtimony, cloſely uniting in tender 
love one with another, in ſupporting it, 
and keeping things in good order in the 


church. Their pious care herein was like 
a fence about the flock, which kept them 
together in nearer unity and greater ſafety: 
So that the young people in moſt parts 
were generally trained up in innocence of 


manners, and in plainneſs of habit and 
ſpeech. | 


Some indeed, chiefly of the young men 
grown up, had for ſome time paſt, refuſed 


| ſubmiſſion to the good order eſtabliſhed; 


but 1 lived there long enough to ſee the 
unhappy conſequences thereof, both to 
theraſelves, many of them, and to the body 
whereof they were members. What tho 
their tables abounded with elegant diſhes, 
ard variety of liquors; tho' they made a 
fevre, ard were envied or careſſed for 
a time; yet moſt of them were either cut 
ſhort by death, or fell into diſgrace. The 
hand of the Lord ſeemed to be againſt theſe 

| introducers, 
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introducers, and ſpreaders of corrupt li- 
berty: and they never attained thereby 
that true honour and peace, which attended 
the worthy men and women above hinted, 
to whom the firſt excurſion of ſuch was 
matter of great concern and anxiety from 
a clear foreſight of the hurtful conſequen- 
ces thereof: and much labour and pains, 
they took to put a ſtop to it, and prevent 
the ſpreading thereof, particularly in the 
city of Cork, and therefore they were 
clear of it. 

But tho? ſome of theſe were too big for 
the girdle of truth, to meet about them, 
or to be limited by the deſires of their beſt 
friends; yet I found the diſcipline of the 
church better maintained, during my firſt 
years in Cork, than before them in Briſtol, 
tending to edification, brotherly comfort 
and love, and mutual encouragement in 
piety and virtue, with a joint deſire and 
care to preſerve an uniform regularity, and 
to revive and maintain a religious fervency 
toward God. 

Some friends from the ſeveral parts 
attended their province meetings, which 
were held regularly once in ſix weeks, and 
circulated from one part to another, yet 
were moſt frequently held in Cork. 'Thoſe 
meetings were often ſweetly favoured, thro? 
the coming together of ſincere, lively ſpi- 

rited 
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rited friends: At one of theſe meetings, in 
particular in Cork ſoon after my coming 
to it, we had the company of John Duc- 
kett from Leinſter, a worthy elder. In the 
men's meeting he * to us with ſuch 


divine authority and ſweetneſs, that to me 


his words ſeemed fitly ſpoken indeed, and 


like apples of gold in pictures of ſilver. 


Their half year's meetings in Dublin 
were attended by ſome heads from moſt 
arts of the nation. Here in their meet- 
ings for diſcipline, as well as for worſhip, 
a zeal for the honour of God, and the good 
of the church preſided, and friends were ex- 
cited to keep all things in proper order in 


the church. The firſt tune 1 attended a halt 


year's meeting was in the winter 1742, and 
it was indeed a lively good meeting, which 
I hope never to forget. After I removed 
from Cork to Mountmelick I attended the 
national, and provincial meetings for Lein- 
ſter pretty conſtantly, and often in them 
was affected with reverent gratitude to the 
almighty, who by the diſcoveries of the 
divine wiſdom inſtituted them for the ſup- 
port and edification of the church, and in 
them frequently owned the gatherings of 
his people in bis name, by the evident ma- 
nifeſtation of his divine preſence. | 
In proceſs of time theſe worthy men and 


women, in whoſe hearts the love of God 


and 
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and his people, had by long growth be- 
come deeply rooted, one after another 
finiſhed their courſe honourably, leaving 
an excellent ſavour behind them; but 
when they were removed, very few of the 
youth or others, ſucceeded them in the 
right line, to fill up their vacant places 
with iety. Of their ſurvivors, on 
one hand, a conſiderable number retained 
the antient plainneſs of languagz and ha- 
bit, and rigidly cenſorious of any deviation 
therefrom, valued themſelves thereupon, 
as if it were the only teſt and badge of 
diſcipleſhip : while their hearts were gone 
after their covetouſneſs in eagerly pur- 
ſuing, and ſordidly hoarding temporal 
wealth. On the other hand a large body 
of youth and others thooting up in ſelt- 
indulgence, in conformity to the world, 
and ruſhing headlong into the temptations 
of the n 
Yer amidſt this inundation of negli- 
gence and revolt, there remain in moit 
places a number of ſincere-hearted friends, 
a few worthy miniſters and elders: but 
within theſe twenty years paſt, there has 
been a great alteration for the worſe. 
I be propoſals, which friends of Briſtol 
made me, appeared ſufficiently encou- 
raging to promiſe a probable proſpect of a 
pretty eaſy lituation, as to temporals, and 
tn when 
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when in Mountmelick, this city was pre- 
ſented to my view for a reſidence for me 
and my family, it was brought to my re- 
membrance, how in my young years, it 
was made to me what Bethel was to Jacob 
in his youtbful time, when all alone with 
his ſtaff, he travelled obeying the com- 
mand of his parents, that is, the place, 
where the Lord firſt viſited me with his 


Power and light, and was a father to me, 


when I was as it were alone, and far from 
my parents and all my relations; and 
how he called Jacob after many years, and 
a great encreaſe of family, to go up again 
to Bethel and dwell there, and erect an 
altar to his God : how Jacob thereupon, 
obliged his houſhold to put away their 
ſtrange gods, to be clean, and change 
their garments: and ſo they went. Under 
this view, I hoped rhis removal might be 
attended with beneficial effects to me and 
mine, and that I had in degree divine con- 
currence therein, being divinely favoured 
* my dear friends in Ireland in my 
laſt taking leave of them. 

But promiſed happineſs in this life often 
proves a phantom that flies from us as we 
purſue; we often think we have it in proſ- 
pet, but it ſtill keeps beyond our reach: 
They who would attain certain and dura- 

| | ble 
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ble happineſs, ſhould extend their views 
beyond this life. ” 
For notwithſtanding the apparent en- 
couraging proſpect, after a while I found 
things, both proviſions and labour, ſo 
much dearer here than in Ireland, that diſ- 
couragements and embarraſſments crou d- 
ed upon me to that degree, that I was of- 
ten brought very low, under the gloomy 


proſpect : and my faith was put to a ſevere 


trial: yet it pleaſed kind providence to 
make way for me, and raiſe me relief in 
his own time, for which I deſire to be ever 


gratefully thankful, and unreſervedly de- 


dicated in heart to his ſervice, whoſe mer- 
cies fail not. 

Here alſo I found a change in another 
reſpect not agreeable to the natural dif] 


po- 
ſition. He, who had viſited my ſoul, and 


called me into the miniſtry, had given me 


a great place in the particular and near 


regard, affection and eſteem of friends in 
Ireland, where I had an open door, and 
was often much enlarged in goſpel love. 
Moſtly attending the province meetings in 
Leinſter, friends were rejoiced to ſee me, 
and apt to think me much miſſed, if at 
any time I did not get out to any of them. 
Whenever I did, I met ſuch a welcome re- 
ception amongſt friends (being often open- 
ed to their edification, and to our mutual 

| _ end2arment 
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endearment to each other in the ſweet 
ſtreams of divine life) and ſuch ready at- 
tendance and kindneſs as were very plea- 
ſing to nature. ij 
Burt coming from thence to Briſtol, 
where I was now become a ſtranger to 
many, and where they were full fed as to 
vocal miniſtry, I was here very much ſhut 
up, and for a ſeaſon ſeemed to have loſt, the 
careſſes, cordial invitations, and that place 
I had amongſt friends in Ireland; which, 
however, tho' (in my preſent trying cir- 
cumſtances) a ſeemingly additional diſcou- 
ragement, was not an unprofitable diſpen- 
ſation : for tho? it was the great favour of 
the Almighty, whereby I was opened among 
my friends to their edification, and their 
hearts opened towards me; yet herein the 
enemy artfully laid his ſnares, and too 
much and too often prevailed over my un- 
watchful ſoul to my inward hurt. For 
what are all the careſſes of mankind ? Of 
ſmall value in themſelves, and often inju- 
rious to them whom they pleaſe, convey- 
ing hidden poiſon to the unguarded mind; 
while that which alone wall ſtand us in 
real ſtead, and be of infinite advantage, 
is to get and r * favour of the Al- 
mighty: may I therefore want, and even 
reject, whatever would pleaſe, and nou- 
riſh 
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riſh that ſpirit, which ought to come un- 
der daily mortification : wy 

The inward near unity, ſympathy, ef. 
teem and affection of friends and brethren 
is a very grateful and pleaſing enjoyment; 
but it may be proper and good for us to 
be tried and proved with ben pped of 
every leaning ſtock, but the o a ſure foun- 
dation, that we may thereby be driven to 
have recourſe to it, and keep our only ſafe 
habitation there. May this, after a life 


ſo toſſed up and * as mine has been, 


at length become my caſe on any terms! 
and if 1t be, it will be more than worth all 
I have 0 ſuffered, were it many times 
more: For all elſe will be ſoon over; but 


this will never end. 


SUPPLEMENT 


SUPPLEMENT 


TO THE 
JOURNAL 


Br JOHN GOUGH. 


H U S far my deceaſed brother 
in the narrative of the 

tranſactions of his own life; I find by the 
papers in my hand, chat (as noted in the 
Preface} he drew up a review thereof at 
ſundry commenced the laſt 
in the 66th year of his age ; which, it's 
8 had he lived to finiſh it, would 
ave exhibited, in a continued narration, 
the ſucceeding occurrences of his life to 
near the preſent time; but he proceeded 
only a little way in the laſt review: and 
the former in his 54th year —_—_— 
ere 
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here; I condole with the reader the want 


of this continuation by that hand, which 
only could give it with thoſe intereſting 
reflections, reſulting from a recollection of 


the feelings attending the ſucceſſive occur- 


rences of his life; this is an advantage 
that no other hand can ſupply, as no other 
can be conſcious of thoſe feelings: but as 
I have in my hands the abſtracts of his 
ſucceeding journies, and ſundry other pa- 


ciency to the beſt of my ability. 
After his ſettling in Briſtol, he ſeems to 


have been pretty much engaged in his 


outward confining occupation for the ſu 
* of himſelf n+ a pretty la . 

as to travel little abroad in the ſervice 
of truth, except in ſhort excurſions to 
9 meetings, and other ſervices 
in the 


vicinage of that city; and to the 
yearly meeting of London, which he at- 


tended conſtantly for ſeveral years, and 


where his ſervice was, I believe, generally 
acceptable. It was here for the firſt time 
after his removal to Briſtol, and ſeveral 
years ſeparation, I had the ſatisfaction to 
meet with him, which was no inconſider- 
able addition to the ſatisfaction and edifi- 
cation I was favoured with, in the atten- 
dance of that meeting in 1771. And be- 
ing moſtly with him at meetings and elſe- 

| vheie, 


pers, I ſhall endeavour to ſupply the defi- 
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where, I had the agrecable opportunity of 
obſerving, that the ſpirit of univerſal love, 
which characterized him in a peculiar 
manner, procured him the like open recep- 
tion there, as formerly amongſt his friends 
in Ireland: and that the livelineſs which 
ſtill accompanied his publick miniſtry pro- 
cured him alſo an open door for the re- 
ception of his labour and ſervice therein. 
During this interval, in the year 1769 
he met with a cloſe trial in the death of 
his deſervedly beloved ſon John; a young 
| man of amiable manners, and valuable 
j qualities beyond moſt of his years, _ 
1 | _ bleſſed with a good natural diſpoſition, an 
| good capacity, well improved in his mino- 
0 rity by a diligent application to uſeful 
learning, under the tuition of his father 
and preceptor; to whom the eaſy taſk of 
inſtructing him, his aſſiduity, and ready 
proficiency conveyed ſecret joy, and plea- 
ling hopes of future ſatisfaction in a ſon, 
| Who gave ſuch promiſing omens of making 
an uleful and honourable member of reli- 
zious and civil ſociety. Nor were theſe 
pes fruſtrated in the advancing ſtages of 
his ſhort life. For as he grew up, being 
favoured with ſolid religious unpreſſions, | 
he ſought after, and attained beſt wiſdom 
to a degree, in general, exceeding his age. 
In this his entrance on the ſtage of life, 
a propriety 
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a propriety and ſteadineſs of deportment, 
that might adorn advanced years, attract- 
ed the notice and reſpectful regard of the 


beſt friends, who had the opportunity of 


obſerving, or being acquainted with him. 
By a conſcientious diſcharge of every ſo- 
cial and religious duty, as a dutiful ſon, 
as an affectionate brother, as an exem- 
plary pattern of plainneſs, ſobriety and 
circumſpection of life, he gave evident in- 
dications, he was early acquainted with 


the grace and truth, which came by jeſus 


Chrit. | 

[| apprehend he was for a ſeaſon an aſ- 
ſiſtant to his father in his ſchool ; but the 
weight of care, and exerciſing embarraſſ- 
ment of this occupation, with the proſ- 

ct of encreaſing care, as the weight 
thereof ſhould devolve more immediately 
on his ſhoulders, not ſuiting the preſent 
temper of his mind, diſcouraged him from 


continuing in that line of life: aud there- 


fore meeting with an encouraging offer 
from a friend in London, to at Yam in 
his bulineſs in the capacity of a clerk, he 
removed thither : and there he laid down 
the body in or about the 21ſt year of his 
age (as I recollect) having in this ſtation, 
as well as every other, conducted himſelf 


with fadelity, reputation and honour: In 


teſtunony whereof I have an extract of a 
letter, 
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letter, from his employer, to his father, 
communicated in one from the latter of 
Tomo. 26th 1769 as follows, viz. 
I now doubt of my eldeſt ſon John's 
© being any longer in this world: he was 
© ſeized with a violent fever laſt firſt day 
© week. B. R. in laſt ſeventh day's letter 
« writes © For my own part I don't much 
« expect his recovery, which 1s a great 
« affliction to me on divers accounts: yet 
« 1 hope to be reſigned to the will of pro- 
« vidence, being well afſured if he be re- 
© moved it will be to his eternal gain, 
« altho* my very great loſs as well as thine, 
and many others, by whom he is dearly 
beloved. Oh! that my life, and that 
« of all that know him may be like his, 
<« that at our death we may ſay as he did 
to my wife. 7 have done all that 
« 1 had to do, and muſt now go home. 
Soon after he died ; and in my brother's 
next letter he writes me the following ac- 
count of his funeral. My fon John's 
funeral was uncommonly remarkable. 
« It was taken to the new meeting houſe 
« at Park in Southwark. The meeting 
was exceſſively crowded, and many 


without doors. It was attended by ſe- 


cc 

« veral publick friends, many friends from 

« ſeveral meetings from the city, and ma- 

« ny out of the country from the love 
a cc they 
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they bore him : the gpportunity by all 


« accounts was eminently favoured, the 
« ſervice thereof, falling to the lot of our 
« worthy well qualified friend, Samuel 
“ Fothergill, to the tendering of the hearts 
“ of many preſent. 
Through divine favour and aſſiſtance 
I freely gave him up, thankful for hav- 
ing ſuch a ſon, who hath left behind 
him too few like him in pure unmixed 
« goodneſs, which diligently exerted itſelf 
to do well. He was a moſt affectionate, 
dutiful ſon, both to me and his preſent 
mother, ſo compleat a pattern in every 
virtue, that I have heard many in Lon- 
don and Briſtol ſay, that they never 
« ſaw one of his vears like him. He is 
© haypily gone before, ſafe landed in the 
„port of reſt; and that we may land 
there is all that we have to deſire and 
+ be concerned for.” 
Theſe ſhort teſtimonies to the me 
of my deceaſed nephew, I thought pro- 
per to inſert here; Firſt, becauſe I am of 
opinion, had his father lived to continue 
his own account of the occurrences of his 
| life ſo far, he would not have omitted one, 
ſo nearly affecting him; and it was my 
purpoſe to notice what I apprehend he 
would have done for edification, as far 
as I have materials, Secondly, 1 — 
| "" 


cc 
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the delineation of ſuch a character, might 
, be of ſervice, to ſome of the youth of this 
| eration, as an example for them to 
imitate ; as an evidence that early 
may thro' divine aſliſtance, be attain 
and that if we ſeek it in ſincerity, and 
| with full purpoſe of heart, our ſearch will 
1 not be in vain: © I love them,” ſaith wiſ- 
= dom, that love me, and they that ſeek 
« me early, ſhall find me.”* As an awa- ! 
kening inſtance of the uncertain tenure we 
have of all things in this tranſitory life ; _ 
that all fleſh is graſs, and the goodlineſs 
of man as the flower of the field; and as a 
powerful incentive, in conſideration there- 
of, to extend our views beyond the ſhort- 
lived glory, and fading enjoyments of this 
uncertain world, to the durable riches 
of righteouſneſs, and everlaſting rewards 
thereof. May the riling youth Raby be 
incited, fo to number 1 days, as that 
they may apply their hearts unto wiſdom, 
in order to make timely preparation for 
| their final change : and not ſuffer them- 
ſelves, to be ſo tar deluded, as to put off 
this neceſſary work, to ſome future ſtage 
of life, which they can have no aſſurance 
of attaining unto, reaſoning with them- 
ſelves (thro the fupgrſtion of the enemy) 


: 
1 
1 

3 


Prov. viii. 17. 


that 


4 
4 
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That gaiety, feſtivity, and fleſhly liberties, 
being agreeable to their preſent age may be 
ſafely indulged for a ſeaſon, as they have 
much time to repent and grow ſober in; 
and that at ſome more advanced peri 
when gravity and ſeriouſneſs will be more 
ſuitable to their years, they will then ap- 
ply to thoſe things that belong to peace. 
Had this virtuous young man ſo reaſoned, 


and fo ated, how different had the ſavour 


he left behind him been! But oh, how 
different! how very remotely different his 
conditien in his immortal ſtate ! 

If any man will come after me, ſaid 
our bleſſed Lord, let him take up his cro 8 
daily, deny himſelf, and follow me: | 
ſince then theſe are the preſcribed terms 
of diſcipleſhip, and, if we would be eter- 
nally happy are to be ſubmitted to, at 
one peried of our lives or other; they 
have greatly the advantage, who are ſo 


wiſe as to ſubmit thereto, in the early part 


of life. It is good for a man that he bear 
the yoke in his youth, before his evil pro- 


penſities be ſo confirmed by indulgence as to 


become habitual : cuſtom hath a powerful 
influence over the human mind, and th: 
croſs to evil habits is hard to endure. Can 


the Ethiopian —_ his ſkin, or the leo- - 


pard 


+ Luke ix. 23. 


- 
— 
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pard his ſpots? © then may ye alſo do good, 
& who — ods eviis,” On the 
contrary, as cuſtom alſo makes hard things 
eaſy, if inſtead of accuſtoming ourſelves to 
do evil, and thereby ſtrengthening our na- 
tural propenſities thereto, and edging our 
painful ſenſations under the croſs; we ac- 
cuſtom our tender necks to the yoke of 
Chriſt, we ſhall much ſooner feel his yoke 
become eaſy, and his burden light: that 
early piety is the ſureſt ground of an eaſy 
and peaceful paſſage thro' this vale of tears, 
as well as laying a good foundation for 
futurity. © Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things, having the promiſe of the life that 
no is, and of that which is to come 9,“ 
and thoſe have in a general way proved 
molt eminently ſerviceable, and the bright- 
elt lights in their generation, who have 
with Jacob, entered early into covenant, 
with their maker, and kept the covenant 
of their youth. | 
i ſincerely deſire the youth into whoſe 
hands this may fall, may deeply ponder 
theſe intereſting reflections, ſo as ſeriouſly 
to conſider their latter end, and make time- 
ly preparation for it; as not knowing at 
what hour the maſter may come, at mid- 
night, at cock-crowing, or the dawning of 


m 2. 23- $ Tim. i. 4, 8. 4 
the 
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the day. And then I am well convinced they 
would be weaned, not only from the lux- 
ury, diſſipation, and groſs enormities of 
the world, but from an affectation of, and 
conformity unto the vain amuſements, 
manners and faſhions thereof, which too 


many indulge themſelves in, to their hurt. 


Let them not ſatisfy themſelves with an 
apprehenſion, that they indulge only in 
things of an indifferent nature, and in 


uhich religion is not concerned: But in- 


ſtead of unu iſely meaſuring themſelves by 


themſelves, and comparing themſelves 
amongſt themſelves, bring their deeds to 


the true criterion the light®, that they 


may be made manifeit, what ſource they 


originate from : and in the light many of 
the little things will be ſeen to draw the 
mind from its proper center, and the ſeats 
of thoſe that ſell doves, occupying the 
temple of the heart, to unfit it for an 
houſe of prayer. It is not ſufficient that 
we are preſerved from groſs evils (al- 
tho? this is laudable ſo far) but if we are 
concerned to make our calling and elec- 
tion ſure, and to ſecure an inheritance 
amongſt them that are ſanctiſied, we are 
to walk in obedience to the will of God, 
(which is our ſanctification) revealed by 


* Cor. ti. 10, 13. 


G2 his 
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his grace in our hearts, which teaches to 
deny ourſelves not only of thoſe things 
that are manifeſtly evil; but of thoſe allo, 
that, under the appearance of indifferent, 
gratify our carnal deſires, and draw the 
mind into folly and vanity, from that 
ſtate of vigilance, on which our ſafety de- 
pends : not only to abſtain from thoſe irre- 
gularities in conduct, which injure our 
reputation with men; but to keep that 
guard upon the avenues of the heart, that 
we ſuffer no thief to find entertainment 
there, to ſteal away our affections from 
God, or defile this temple of the Holy 
(hoſt. Man that is created a little lower 
than the angels, is created for higher and 
nobler purſuits, than the gratifications of 
ſenſe : and not to reſt ſatisfied in merely 
avoiding that conduct which expoſes him 
to cenſure ; but to follow that which me- 
rits praiſe, and ures divine approba- 
__ 1 . 2 
things are true, whatſoever things are 
<< honelit, whatſoever things are juſt, hat- 
ſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praiſe, think on theſe 
Bc things.” 9 

My 


gb bhilipr'an: iv. 8 
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My brother, having now for ſeveral 
years been principally engaged, in the 
neceſſary care and labour to provide for 
thoſe of his own houſhold; in the latter 
end of the year 1773, felt a religious con- 
cern on his mind to viſit friends in ſome 
of the counties of England; and alſo thoſe 
of Ireland, in company with Thomas 


Mlelhuiſh, of Taunton in Somerſetſhire: 


And in order to ſet himſelf at liberty to 
accompliſh theſe viſits, he reſigned his 


ſchool in Briſtol. 


He ſoon after entered on the ſervice 
before him, in a viſit to friends in ſome of 
the weſtern and ſouthern counties of Eng- 
land, and the city of London, and its en- 


virons: of which viſit, I received the fol- 


lowing information from him 1n the letters 
he wrote me at that time; the following. 
extracts whereof will beſt ſupply what is 
wanting here. 


London 18:h imo. 1774. 


« I have been now near four months 
cloſely employed in viſiting friends, 
« thro* the four counties of Somerſet, 
Devon, Dorſet and Hants : and ſat with 
friends at many of their monthly meet- 
« ings, and the three quarterly meet- 
ings for Somerſetſhire, Dorſetſhire, and 
«* Hampſhire, all which were large for the 

| G 3 « ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon of the year, and favoured by the 
maſter of our aſſemblies with that pow- 
er of love, which unites his true ſer- 
vants every where in a holy concern for 
the honour of his name, and for the 
faithful ſupport of that teſtimony, he 
has called them to bear. 
I reached this city laſt firſt day morn- 
ing, having ridden eleven miles before 
meeting. 1 was at Gracious-ſtreet that 
morning, at which were Sarah Taylor 
and Tabitha Merriott, the former of 
whom was favoured with a lively op- 
portunity,— it was a good meeting 
and ended well. I was thankful for 
having reached it. In the afternoon I 
was at Devonſhire-houſe, the meeting 
was very large, and freſh ability was 
given to treat with the youth and others, 
in the merciful opening of the pur 
ſpring of the goſpel. Yeſterday J at- 
tended the ſelect morning meeting, and 
in the afternoon the two weeks meeting. 
And in the evening, 'Thomas Corbyn 
with his lo:igers, the friends above-men- 
tioned viſted at my odgiugs, where ue 
had a conſolatory time of retirement, 
in which our heavenly father was graci- 
oully pleaſed to — 4 the bread of life 
amongſt us. I ſhall be likely to be three 
vi four weeks, in and about ain 
| « an 
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and when I am clear, I have the meetings 
of Berkſhire, and Wiltſhire to viſit 1n 
my way home. I deſire to be every 
day where I ought, and as I ought, that 
if I can do no good, I may be in the way 
of renewedly receiving ſome freth ſupply 
from the living fountain, which refreth- 
es, and ſpiritually unites all the true 
travellers heavenward, in daily grati- 


_ tude to the kind author of all good. 


London $ih 2mo. 1774. 
« My dear companion (who has ob- 
tained his credentials from their month- 
ly and quarterly meetings), writes to 
me, that he is haſtened in his mind, to 
move forward: but both he and 1 
muſt ſubmit to bear the curb, and 
exerciſe patience. I. am at times 
aſſaulted with violent longings to 
make haſte home, to get a little time 
there, before my coming over to vilit 
friends in Ireland; till I am favour- 


ed with the renewing of that gracious 


help, which raiſes over all things and 
gives the ſingle deſire of being both 
where and what 1 ſhould be. I entered 
with an earneſt defire that I might be 


4 both guided and guarded aright; and 


« hitherto with great thank fulneſs, have 
to acknowledge that my prayers have 


G 4 been 
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been anſwered: and that he who hath 
2 the key of David, hath been 3 7＋ 

pleaſed many times to open his ſtore- 
© houſe, and * thence to unfold doc- 
* trine, counſel, conſolation, and 
to the differing ſtates of the people.” 


7 


London iſt 3 mo. 1774. 


« I have now been in this city ſeven 
« firſt days and ſeven ſecond days morn- 
« ing meetings, and thro' the parts 
« of thoſe weeks, have beſides thoſe of 
London, Weſtminſter and Southwark, 
« laboured in the ſundry meetings around 
them. To morrow I expect the two laſt 
« meetings here, that for worſhip at Gra- 
« cious-ſtreet, in the morning, and the 
monthly meeting at Devonſhire-houſe, 
in the afternoon; next day to ſet off for 
« Berkſhire, Wiltſhire and Briſtol. So 
« that it Jooks like to be the 4th month 
before I can-ſet out for Dublin. 

* I have cauſe to be humbly thankful 
to the author of all our mercies, who 
« hath been kind to me thro' my winter's 
travels, favouring me with good health, 
* thro? all winds ard weathers, and with 
« a kind reception every where. At this 
city being entered into my * la- 

% bour 
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« hour and buſineſs, I have found that 
could not retire hence, any ſooner 
than the day abovementiond, and 1 
« think I ſhall not overſtay my time, but 
rather otherwiſe, having found an en- 
« largement of heart beyond expectation, 
« and having contributed to encreaſe the 
morning meeting of elders here, with 
« a valuable addition thereto ; tho I found 
* it hard labour thro' the diffidence and 
« reluctance of ſome; yet the power and 
love of truth at length prevailed, to the 
« ſatisfaction and comfort of many good 

friends.“ 


I find accordingly that he got home on 
the 8th 3mo. and in about a week after- 
ward took a turn to the quarterly meet- 
ing of Somerſetſhire at Glaſtonbury, and 
that for Wiltſhire at Devizes, and was at 
ſome other meetings in his way from one 
to the other. SE 

The beginning of 4mo. he left home on 
kis intended. viſit to Ireland; he came 
to the quarterly meeting at Worceſter, and 
thence by Birmiugham, Coventry, Dud- 
ley and Stourbridge to Colebrook-dale, 
where he was at meetings at the New-dale 
and Oid-daic nd viſited ſundry families, 
accompaniee it Roſe, 

7:4 From 
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From Colebrook-Dale, by Shrewſbury 
to Dolobran, where the meeting-houſe 
was nearly full, the meeting began at 8 
o'clock in the morning, and was very com- 
fortable. The next day he got to Llewin- 
dee to William Howel's, ſon-in-law to the 
late worthy friend John Goodwin, (with 
whom John's widow was then living, being 
83 years of age), and had a meeting there, 
and from hence he went by Llaneedleſs to 
the Welch yearly meeting at Brecknock, 
which began on the 26th of 4th month : 
The meeting of miniſters and elders, began 
at 9 o'clock in the morning, and at three 
in the afternoon, a meeting of friends on- 
ly; and after it the men's meeting, which 
held till it was almoſt dark, and then ad- 
journed to the 7th hour next morning, 
u hen friends met again, and the meeting 
held till about nine. At ten the publick 
meeting began in the Town-hall, was ex- 
ceſſively crowded, and a ſatisfactory meet- 
ing. ILhis yearly meeting ended the 27th 
4th mo. and the half-year's meeting in 
Dublin was to begin the 1ſt 5th mo. 80 
he writes, © William Howel and I came 
« 41 miles after dinner, to Llaneedleſs, 
« where on the 28th we had a large meet- 
ing in the town-hall or ſeſſion- room, 
« begirning at 8 o'clock, which was much 
« favoured. Margaret Jarman, and Mary 
Hunt, 
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« Hunt, accompanied us from theace to 
« Eſcargoh, where we alſo had a me- 
“ morable opportunity, our hearts being 
much tendered together.” On the 29th 
being ſixth day of the week, he ſet off 
from Llewindee accompanied by Owen 
Owen, ſon of Humphry Owen aforemen- 
tioned, and grandſon to John Goodwin, 
for Holyhead, and that day, altho' they 
were detained ſome hours for the tide to 
fall, till they could croſs a river in the 
way, and in croſſing which, they were 
for a good while up to the ſaddle ſkirts, 
they reached Carnarvon, being fifty miles, 
that nigat, and Holyhead about eleven 
_ o'clock in the forenoon of ſeventh day; 
went aboard the packet-boat, about two 
o'clock on firit day morning; but having 
little wind, did not get to Dublin till ſe- 


cond day evening, being the ſecond day 


of the 5th month and of the national 
meeting. 
Of this journey in Ireland, he kept a 
brief diary; but not ſo particular, as ot the 
former thro' Wales, being only a ſum- 
mar account of the meeting and places 
he was at each day, withoat any remarks, 
on meetings, or occurrences to diverſify the 
narration, and therefore I thall be oviiged 
to comprize the relation thereof, in a nar- 
row compals. 
He 
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He viſited the meetings in courſe; firſt, 
by Edenderry, Rathangan and Ballitore, 
to the ſix weeks meeting at Carlow, and 
thence weſtward, to — and re- 
turned to the quarterly meeting at Eden- 
, in concert with his companion, 
Thomas Melhuiſh. From thence they di- 
rected their courſe towards the province of 
Munſter, by Tullamore, Birr and Kilco- 
ninmore to Limerick, and from thence 
thro' Munſter, finiſhing their viſit to that 
province, at the province meeting at Wa- 
terford: thence thro? the county of Wex- 
ford, and ſo into the county of Carlow, 
where Thomas Meihuith and he ſepara- 
ted, (at Caſtledermot) 'Thomas's draft 
being to Ulſter, and my brother's preſent 
concern, more to the adjacent parts of 

Leinſter. : | 
After parting with Thomas NMelhuiſh, 
he continued viſiting friends in theſe parts, 
till the province meeting of Wicklow, af- 
ter which, and ſpending ſome days in 
Dublin, he went from thence to the pro- 
vince meeting for Ulſter at Ballenderry, 
and returned pretty directly back to Dub- 
lin, without appointing any meeting in 
that province, and continued viſiting meet- 
ings in different parts of Leinſter province, 
chiefly till the enſuing quarterly meeting, 
v.kich was held at Enniſcorthy, and from 
thence 
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thence proceeded directly to Waterford, 
to take ſhipping for Briſtol. 

This viſit took him up near four months, 
(for he embarked for Briſtol, on or about 
the 24th vmo.) the greateſt part of which 
time ſeems to have been employed in Lein- 
ſter province, having viſited moſt parts 
thereof, at leaſt twice over. 

Having as aforementioned, reſigned his 

ſchool at Briſtol, in order to be at liberty 
to diſcharge what was pointed out to him 
as a duty : Now his ſervice being finiſhed, 
he was out of employment there, for the 

ſupport of himſelf and family. The proſ- 
pect of this in his givi ng ur to this ſervice 
muſt, I imagine, have been a pretty cloſe 
trial of 4 as he could not at the time 
of his reſignation have any apprehenſion 
of the way which afterwards opened, for 
their employment and ſubſiſtence : but 
knowing he was faithful who had, called 
him into the ſervice, he was doubtleſs 
ſtrengthened to go forth in faith, and a hum- 
ble dependence on him, whom he ſerved 
for fappor, inwardly and outwardly ; and 

t 


in the ime, a way opened for him to 
his ſatisfaction. For by my removal from 


Dublin (where I had reſided upwards of 
rwenty-three years) to Liſburn, which hap- 

during his travels in this nation; 
the ſchool there became vacant. Where- 


upon 
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upon friends of Dublin made him propo- 
ſals to undertake the care thereof; to 
which he agreed, and ſoon after his return 
to Briſtol, removed with his family to ſet- 
tle in that city. | 
Where again the neceſſary attendance 
of his ſchool, confined him pretty much 
to the place of his reſidence, and parts ad- 
jacent; for the ſpace of two or three 
years; till about the ſummer 1777, when 
his family being grown up, and moſtly in 
a way to provide for themſelves; and his 
youngeſt ſon having gotten an agreeable 
place of * ip, he found his way 
open finally to relinquiſh the confining and 
exerciſing occupation of his ſchool, in or- 
der to be more at liberty in the evening of 
his day, to accompliſh the remaining part 
of his days work, againſt the termination 
thereof: and from this time to his remo- 
val out of this life, he was much engaged 
to travel and labour amongſt friends in 
the different quarters of this nation for 
the promotion of truth and righteouſneſs. 
And as he had not viſited Ulſter pro- 
vince in his late viſit to this nation ; the 
diſcharging of that debt was the principal 
ſervice pointed out to him, in the follov- 
ing manner, as he himſelf expreſſeth it 
in the introduction to his account of ſaid 


_ 
Seventh 
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Seventh mo. 1ſt 1777. A good friend 
from England lately told us, in a meet- 
ing that our old copy books were ſullied, 
and too full of blots; that we ſhould get 
new books to keep our accounts in, and 
keep them fair and clean, and I wiſhed 
with the Lord's aſſiſtance to do ſo, viz. to 
have my heart and life made and kept 
clean. 

felt a longing deſire to undergo afreſh 
the © waſhing of regeneration“,“ in order 
to be favoured with © the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt.” I thought that he who ſaid 
to the blind man, Go waſh in the 

« of Siloam,F” ſaid unto me, Go to the 
northern parts of Ireland, to viſit what is 
left there of the profeiſors of truth; and 
therewith infuſed the new covenant, or 
ſolemn engagement on my part, to give 
up thereto. Oh poor cold north; almoſt 
totally dead as to the divine life ! In viſit- 
ing thy ſons and daughters, 1 foreſee great 
anxieties, inward conflicts, and trying 
baptiſms; may I duly mind that part of 
Chriſt's counſel to his followers, © In your 
* 1 poſſeſs ye your ſouls, 9 and 
indeed his counſel continually conveyed 
thro' his holy ſpirit; as I have the greateſt 
need 


Titus iii. 3. + John vii. 7. Luk xxi. 19. 


136 TAE LIFE or 
need cloſely to attend to it in all things, 
and practiſe faithful obedience thereto. 
So may I daily watch and pray, and 
labour, both to open a new book of ac- 
counts, reſpecting the Lord's holy cove- 
nant, and my walking humbly therein, 
and endeavour to keep it carefully with- 
out blot or blemiſh, both within in his 
ſight, and without toward mankind; in 
a daily exerciſe © to keep always a con- 
_ « ſcience void of offence, towards God. 


« and towards menF. May I watch and 


ſtrive againſt corrupt ſelf, and keep a 
diary or daily account thereof, morning 


and evening, remembring that to live 


« after the fleſh is to die, but thro' the 
« ſpirit to mortify the deeds of the body 
is to live“. Oh, that in me all ſelf 
were ſlain, that Chriſt might live and ever 
reign in my ſoul, who viſited, invited, 
attracted it, about the 22d year of my 
age; and has (thro! his grace) preſerved 
me thro' many revolutions, and often 


opened a way for me to ſteer along, when. 


no way, or next to none appeared, fill 
now I am come to the ſixty-fifth year of 
my life. 


Seventh mo. r7th. After I awoke this 


morning, this text ſprung in my mind 


« Chriſt 


+ Ac xxiv. 16. * Rom. viii. 13. 
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<« Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 


might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
« purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
* zealous of good works“: with a ſtrong 
deſire that whatever it coſt me, whatever 
labour, ſelf-denial, or ſeeming hardſhip ; 
I may obtain the great end, for which 1 
have a being, the © one thing needful,” 
which Mary made her choice, and there- 
by pleaſed her Lord, viz. that of being 
more thoroughly redeemed, from every 
corruption of nature, or neglect of duty 
to God; more purified in heart and life ; 
more inflamed with a holy zeal for his 
honour, © laying aſide every weight: and 
burden, and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily 
« beſet, and run with patience the race 
that is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus 
the author and finiſher of our faith, 
« who, for the joy that was ſet before 
him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 


„ ſhame, and is ſet down at the right 
hand of the throne of God g.“ And now 
I am likely ſoon to ſet forward as a poor 


pilgrim, to the coldeſt and remoteſt parts 
of the North of this nation, which are 
rarely viſited by any friends of the miniſ- 
try, they meet with ſo much diſcourage- 
meut that way : but I muit go and labour 

amongſt 


„Titus ii. 14. S klebreus xii. 1, 2. 
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amongſt them, according to the ability 
given, for the working out our ſalvation, 
with fear and trembling. | 
Seventh mo. 18th. To day we had a 
filent, but to me, and ſome others I hope 
an edifying meeting, under the divine and 
ſpiritual miniſtry of the great miniſter of 
life and ſalvation, who therein ſet before 
me two ſervices, the one to procure ſome 
| ſubſcriptions for the relief of a poor fa- 
mily, which after meeting I ſet about and 
ſucceeded in; the other my journey to 
the north, with a lively and freſh encou- 
ragement thereto, under the conſideration 
of the uncertainty of our time here, and 
that if my duty to God required me to be. 
_ one thing in one place, and deattr 
ſhould arreſt me doing ſomething elſe in 


another place; how miſerable would my 


ſtate be! 'The covenant of my youth was 
now brought to my remembrance with a. 
lively and affecting impreſſion, in the lan- 
gua ge adopted by the prophet Jeremiah, 
ſpeaking in the name of the Lord, I re- 
member thee, the kindneſs of thy youth; 
the love of thine eſpouſals, when thou 


« wenteſt after me in the wilderneſs, in a 
« land that was not ſown. Ifracl was ho- 
 lineſs to the Lord, and the firſt —_— 
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his encreaſe.”+ When I firſt gave up to 
the heavenly viſitation, how was my heart 
melted into holy admiration of the love 
of God, and of his condeſcenſion to my 
low eſtate : | 64 goodneſs was then all my 

elig 


deſire and ht. In the intervals of 
labour I loved to retire from all the world, 
to him my beſt friend, who was with me 
in my labour, inſtructing and helping me 
in it, and making hard things eaſy, ſo 
that © I walked by Lad. and not by ſight:“ 
my mind being in heaven, often overflowing 
with the effuſion of his grace, and goodneſs. 
Under this enlivening recollection, an ar- 
dent deſire was rekindled in my heart, to re- 
new my covenant, to return to my firſt love; 
and do my firſt works, in an unreſerved 
reſignation, to do the will of God. And 
my heart was influenced with a wiſh, that 

our young people in general, might be 
induced to love religious retirement in or- 
der therein to become acquainted with the 
wonderful couaſellor, who is more readily 
met wita therein, than in the crouds, 
commotions, and tumults of the world, 
and in their own experience prove, that 
lt is good for a man that he bear the 
“ yoke in his youth, he ſitteth alone, and 


+ Jer. ti. 2, 3 « keepeth 
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« keepeth filence-—-He putteth his mouth 
in the duſt, if ſo be there may be hope:® 
May our converſation be in heaven, and 
our language and whole demeanour make 
it manifeſt that we have been with Jeſus. 

Eighth mo. 4th. I returned from viſit- 
ing the families of Timahoe meeting, in 
company with Joſeph Williams, wherein a 
divine viſitation ſeemed to be renewedly 
extended to them: It is much to be de- 
ſired, that they may duly embrace it, to 
come up in their duty, and to perſevere 
in well-doing, to the end of their days. 
Such viſits among our friends, under 
divine influence, are of ſervice, and wor- 
thy of being often performed, as tending 
to renew the bonds of friendſhip, in the 
truth ; to provoke to love and good works, 
and as they are engaged ſteadily to wait 
upon the Lord, frequently prove ſeaſons 
of renewing of ſtrength to the viſiters, 
as well as viſited. 

Two days after, viz. the 6th of 8mo. 
he ſet forward on his viſit to friends of 
Ulſter province, taking his way by the 
quarterly mreting tor Leinſter province, 
held at Moate; and after the concluſion 
thereof proceeded to Oldcaſtle, Coothill 


and Caſtleſhane, in each of which three 


meetiags 


* Lam. lil, 27, 28, 29. 
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meetings he did not only labour amongſt 
his friends in their publick aflerablies, but 
alſo viſited them in their ſeveral families. 


From Caſtleſhane, he croſſed over to Lur- 


gan, and was on firſt day at the meetig 
there, it being their men's and women's 
meeting. At that meeting I met him, and 
it was to ſome an edifying ſeaſon. From 
Lurgan, he went to Rathfriland, and viſi- 
red the families belonging to that meeting. 


From thence he came to Liſburn, and 
had a meeting there. Next day at Hillf- 


borovgh, the three ſucceeding days were 
the quarterly meeting at Ballenderry, 
uhich he attended, and had acceptable 
ſervice therein. The following week, he 
took the meetings of Moyallen, Lurgan, 
| Ballihagan, and Charlemount, in ſucceſ- 
ſton, viſited ſome families, and was again 
at the meeting near Charlemount, on firſt 


day following, which he obſerves, was 


large like a province meeting. He conti- 
nued his courſe, from thence, to Antrim 


quarter, and as the viſiting of this quar- 


ter, was in a particular manner impreſſed 
as a duty upon his mind, he vilited the 


meetings thereof, thoroughly, and all or 


moſt ot the families of friends thereaway. 
On the firſt day, he was at Grange, of 
which he writ to a friend, © We had a 
« kind of general meeting at Gra::ge 

« yeſterday, 
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« yeſterday, there being at it friends from 
« 'Toberhead, Ballinacree, Clough, Bal 
« lymena and Antrim, and I think it was 
« a time of renewed vilitation of di- 
« vine favour to ſome. That we may de- 
« dicate the reſidue of our days to the 
« ſervice of the Lord and his people, is 
my ſincete deſire, for us both and ma- 
« ny more.” 

He ſpent about a week among friends, 
in this quarter. But (as 1 recollect) his 
viſit both to ſaid quarter, in particular, 
and the province in general was in ſome 
degree cut ſhort, by the arrival of our 
friends Thomas Corbyn, John Townſend, 
and Joſeph Roe, from London, John Storer 
from Nottingham, and James Backhouſe 
from the county of Durham, who came 
over in conſequence of an appointment 
of the yearly meeting of London, to viſit 
the ſundry meetings of diſcipline, in this 
nation. Which viſit they entered upon 
at the men's and women's meeting, for that 
purpoſe, appointed at Liſburn the 1oth 
day of 9 mo. this year, while my brother 
vas engaged, in the neighbouring part of 

Antrim quarter. This induced him to 
come over to that meeting, and the ſaid 
friends being very deſirous, that he ſhould 
be in Dublin, at the time of their airival 
there, in the courſe of their viſit, he felt 

eaſy 
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eaſy to accompany them to Antrim, and 
from thence to Lurgan; from whence 
they proceeded to Charlemount, to be at 
the men's and women's meeting there on 
firſt day, and Ballihagan on ſecond day. 
My brother ſtaying firſt day morning 
mceting, at Lurgan, had alſo an evening 
meeting at Liſburn, appointed at the fifth 
hour, and next day at Newtown. Fourth 
day following, was with the Englith 
friends, at the men's and women's meet- 
ing at Lurgan, and next day came with 
them to that of Liſburn, held at Ballender- 
ry. The province meeting at Lurgan, ſuc- 
ceeded by appointment, on fixth, ſeventh 


and firſt days, over which he ſtayed, and 


after that, and having a meeting at Rath- 


friland, in the market-houſe, one more at 


Lurgan, and another at Moyallen, he re- 
rurned to Dublin. 

When he arrived at Dublin, he found 
Thomas Dobſon, (from near Carliſle, who 


had come over under a particular con- 


cern for that ſervice) engaged in a viſit 
to friendsꝰ families in that city: upon his 
arrival, he joined him in the ſervice, and 
accompanied him to ninety families, he 
having vilited forty-ſix, before my bro- 
ther's return. 5 

And in about three months after, Mat- 
thew Johnſon from Cornwood, in North- 


umberland, 
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umberland, coming to the aforeſaid city, 
under the like concern, (after diſcharging 
himſelf in the ſame ſervice to the meet- 
ings of Liſburn and Ballenderry), my bro- 
ther accompanicd him alſo in his viſit to 
the families of friends there. Thus he 
was diligently engaged, molt part of his 
latter 2 i0 ==. — feries 
of laborious ſervice in the church, either 
at home or abroad. 

When we reflect upon the repeated vi- 
ſits of this kind, which divers other friends 
from diſtant parts, as well as thoſe above- 
mentioned, from the freſh and lively im- 
preſſions of duty, have been engaged in 
to friends, in the different quarters of this 
nation ; leaving, or ſubmitting to be de- 
tained from every near connexion in lite, 
to labour amongſt us, in the work of the 
palpel, not only in publick, but from 

ouſe to houſe; and often 1a the clear 
opening of our ſtates, under the influ- 
ence of truth, even as from man to man, 
it ſhould affect every conſiderate mind, 
with humbling ſenſations of thankfulneſs, 
to our beneficent creator, for his unbound- 
ed loving-kindneſs, and mercy to us, as 
a people, under the view that altho* the 
profeſſors of truth, many of them (one 
going to his farm, and another to his mer- 
chandize) have lighted repeated _ 

an 
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and excuſed themſelves, from the neceſ- 
ſary preparation, for admittance to the 
marriage-ſupper, he hath not yet given 
charge to his ſervants, to go to the lanes 
and high-ways, to call in others; but is 
{till cauſing us to be ſtriven with, in cloſe 
and ſearching labour. May the ſerious con- 
ſideration hereof, ſo impreſs our minds as 
to produce holy reſolution, to turn to him 


that ſmiteth us, and in reality, to ſeek. 


the Lord of hoſts. Remembring the da 
of our vilitation hath it's aſſigned peri 


in the determination of his unſearchable 


wiſdom, who hath declared“ my ſpirit, 


„ ſhall not always ſtrive with man, for 
« that he alſo is fleſh*”. 

On the 3d day of gmo. 1778, he ſet 
forward on a journey, to viſit his friends 
in the province of Munſter, making his 
way pretty directly thro*' the county of 
Carlow to Clonmel}, where he commenced 


his viſit to ſaid province, being there on 


a firſt day, at their two meetings. On 
ſecond day he writes, © Not ſuiting for 


& any publick meeting hereaway, being 


« the time of their aſſizes, we were at 

« nineteen friends houſes, and had 

* ities in ſeveral of them.“ 80 

proceeding, he — gs in courſe, 
| at 


* Gen, vi. Zo 


<a WY | — ten. A 
8 2 2 - 2 _ en, #1 nem. 2 - — a — - 
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at the following places, viz. Caſhel, Gar- 
ryroan, Limerick: Cork on firſt day, the 
two publick meetings, and a third, with 
divers friends in the evening at Joſeph 
Garratt's, on ſecond day he went to Ban- 
don, accompanied by ſeveral friends, and 
back to Cork; was at their meeting on 
third day, and after it, at the men's 
meeting; on fourth day to Youghal, to a 
meeting appointed at five o'clock that 
evening, ſtayed their week-day meeting 
next day, and after it returned to Cork, 
to the quarterly meeting. From thence 
by Garryroan, and Clonmel, to Water- 
ford, where his viſit terminated. He fell 
in with the meetings of Foreſt, county 
Wexford, Carlow and Rathangan, in his 
way from Waterford to the quarterly 
meeting for Leinſter province, held at 
Edenderry, the 4th of 1oth month, and 
from thence returned home. 
He continued at and about home, for 
near eleven months, for juſt at the ſame 
time of the ing year, viz. the 2d 
of th month 1779, he left home, to go 
to the quarterly meeting at Edenderry, 
and thence by Moate and Ballimurry, he 
made his way into Ulſter province again; 
being at Oldcaſtle on firſt day, the 12th 
of gth month. From thence to a meetin 
at Coothill, which was a large crowded 
| meeting 
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meeting, ſeveral of the 2 C 1 
ſuppoſe coming in. From ill, he 
came to Caſtl thence to Moyallen, 
and attended the week-· day meeting at 
Lurgan, which, he ſays, was a large and 
meeting. The quarterly meeting at 

| ſucceeding,he attended it, and af- 
ter that, was at meetings at Rathfriland, 
Moyallen, Ballihagan, and near Charle- 
mount ſucceſſively. At this laſt meeting, 
he joined in the viſit to the families of 
friends, and in company with ſome friends 
of that meeting, performed the ſaid vil:t 
thoroughly, ſpending therein near two 
weeks, altho' cloſely engaged day by day. 
After this ſervice, he vilited the meetings 
of Antrim quarter, and the reſt of the 


meetings of the province in courſe, finiſh- 


ing his ſervice, at the province-meeti 
at Lurgan, the 29th and zoth of the roth 
— 1 Gd him engaged 
next ſervice him | 
in, was a viſit to the monthly — 
of Mountmelick, and Edenderry, in his 
letter to me dated iſt month 1780, he 
writes, © In the very cold weather, which 
« we have had, | viſited all the particu- 
lar meetings of Mountmelick and Eden- 


« derry monthly meetings, and tho“ I 


could not but lament the ſtate of many 
H 2 * carcleſs 


. 
4 
1 
: 
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< careleſs profeſſors, yet I had good ſatis- 
4 faction in diſcharging my duty therein. 
In the ſummer of the ſame year, he 
made another excurſion, thro* ſome parts 
of Leinſter province, and as far as Wa- 
terford. And about the ſame ſeaſon, as 
the two paſt years, viz. on or about the 
22d. 8 month 1780, he ſet out again, on 
A viſit to friends, in the province of Mun- 
ſter. In his firſt day's journey his guide 
dropped his ſaddle-bags, whereby being 
deprived of neceſſary > Dh of linen, &c. 
for the journey before him, I was told it 
put him to a ſtand whether to proceed or 
return home; and alſo upon ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering the grounds he ſet out on, and 
the validity of his commiſſion, and upon 
conſulting the oracle in his own breaſt, 
it was intimated to him, that he muſt go 
forward, uf his life went for it. And to 
the grounds, or motive of his journey, 
the firſt meeting he had, was at Mount- 
melick, from whence he writ © We had 
"I meeting here to day, which 
« ſeemed as a freth ſeal to my commiſ- 
* ſion, and makes me ſtrongly deſire I 
% may be preſerved, to attend ſingly to 
Imp duty, and faithfully diſcharge it.” 
From Mountmelick, he went by Roſcrea, 
Bur, and Kilconinmore, to Limerick to 
the province meeting for Munſter, _ 
by 
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by the account he gave, was ſaid to have 
been the largeſt that was remembered, in 
that place, many friends from Leinſter 
attending it ;-—And further, The kind 
father and author of all our mercies, 
* favours my mind with the ſweet ſenſe 
of his divine love, and a deſire to fol- 
« low and ſerve him, whois a rich re- 
« warder of all his faithful ſervants, 
Here being requeſted by friends, to for- 
ward the family viſit, he conſented, there- 
in following the pointings of duty. On 
the fourth day, after the province meet- 
ing, in conjunction with divers friends of 
that province, he entered upon this exer- 
ciſing ſervice; his ſucceeding labours in 
this and the following ſervice, may be beſt 
underſtood from extracts, from his own 
letters, written to his wife, during his be- 


Limerick 1| gth month, 1780. 


On fourth day, we began the family 
« viſit here, and that day, we had fix 
* ſolemn opportunities; viliting ſo many 
families, and yeſterday we followed the 
« buſineſs cloſely; having eight ſolemn 
meetings, ſome of whic held long, fo 
that it was near ten at night, when the 
* laſt of them broke up. We hope that 

| two 


40 
| CC 
« and 
«CC 
« 


« had nine family 
| © five after, and to day hath been a day 
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4 two days more, will be ſufficient to 
« finiſh the family viſit here, ſo after firſt 
day, expect to be thoroughly clear of 
this part of Munſter, and on ſecond day 
to pr with the friends, who ſtay 
« with me here, to Cork. To look at the 


labour, in a ſervice of this kind, thro* 
 * ſuch a very large increaſing extenſive 


meeting, as that of Cork, would appear 
very v ebert, and almoſt terrifying, were 
it not for the earneſt, which the great 
maſter hath already given us: 

who hath led us along, in the ſweet en- 

joyment of his own pure love, and there - 
« in hath united our ſpirits, and hath 


« opened a door of utterance, to the 
« reaching the witneſs, and tendering the 


hearts of many.” 


Cork 1 3th gth month. 


« It is now, ſomewhat hard for me to 
" pet a little time to write, we are ſo cloſe- 
« ly employed from early in the morning 


till late in the evening. We were on 


« the ſervice 1 y, and to day, at a 
« little paſt ſeven in the morning. We 
meetings on ſecond 
« day; yeſterday, one before meeting, 


"ot 
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« of almoſt inceſſant labour, having had 


« nine family meetings, and ſome of 
« them pretty long, and ſome alſo much 
« favoured, with the ſweet flow of the 
_ « heavenly father's love, to the tendering 
“the hearts of divers. Under this di- 
vine favour, I have had a. ſtrong deſire, 

« on the behalf of our children, that the 
« great author of pure goodneſs, would 
« incline their hearts more and more to 
« their principal intereſt, and clothe their 
« minds with the heavenly ſenſe of his 
« love, and with the humility becoming 
« depending creatures, and.enamour them 
« with the beauty of: truth, which will 


« never wax old, that thro' its power, 


« they might freely ſacrifice to him, what 


« he calls for; and not look after the 


« temptations and vanities of the world; 
but have the eye ſingle to things infi- 
portant, that: therein 


« nitely more im 


« they may be bleſſed of the Lord, with 


« his favour, which is better than all 


things elſe.” 
16th gth month +580. 


This hath. been a day of favour, to 
friends, employed on the 
: a tender viſitation from. 
Wy * of mercies, hath been ex; 

H 4 4 tended. 


« me and m 
family 


fi 
| 
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A tended to divers families; particularly 
% one young man, and his wife, who 
** was not educated in our ſociety, but 
this day was reduced to tendernels, 
both ſhe and her huſband. I wiſh they 
may retain it, and come in at the right 
* door to be uſeful and exemplary. We 
* have followed the work, with great 
< diligence from early in the morning till 
late in the evening, having in the courſe 
_ of this week viſited above fifty families, 
and two hundred and twenty perſons.” 

In his next letter, and the laſt he 
wrote, he gives an account of a current 
diſorder, viz. the dyſentery, with which 
many had been ſeized, and that it had 
followed him very cloſely for ſeveral days. 
It ſeems that, partly from reſerve, but 
chiefly, from a deſire to accompliſh the 
remaining part of the ſervice before him, 
ſo as to get through it in time, to return 
home, againſt the enſuing half- year's 
meeting; he ſuffered this diſorder to ga- 
ther ſtrength before he let it be known, 
to a depree of obſtinacy, beyond the pow- 
er of medicine to remove : for although 
no care of attendance, or ſuitable appli- 
cations, under the direction of ſkilful phy- 
ſicians were wanting, yet theſe proving in- 
effectual, he departed out of this — 
ſtate of exiſtence, in much tranquillity : 

Os min 
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mind, at the houſe of this kind friend, 
Joſeph Garratt, in Cork, on the 6th day 
of the 1oth month 1780, and was buried 
in friend's burying ground, in the ſuburbs 
of that city, the gth of the ſame month, 
his funeral being largely attended by 
friends and many others, as I am inform- 
ed, by ſome friends from thence, one of 


whom writes, © We had a ſolemn oppor- 


* tunity, the wing of antient goodneſs 
being over the aſſembly, in the perfor- 
* formance of the laſt office, due to the 
« worthy deceaſed.” 
Thus it pleaſed the divine Being, in 
whoſe hands-our lives are, to releaſe him 
from further labour, in the church mili- 
tant, and remove him from works to re- 
wards, leaving among his ſurviving friends 
a ſavour; his removal being gene- 
rally ed, and his memory greatly 
and extenſively reſpected, by moſt or all 
that knew him; being a man of meek- 
neſs, humility and univerſal benevolence; 
kindly diſpoſed, and affectionate to his 
friends, and mankind in general, he in 
return, poſſeſſed their affectionate regard 
and eſteem in a general way. 
In his ſpirit, he was preſerved bright 
and living, thro* his concluſive labour, 


and to the laſt period of his life, by the 


accounts I received, from ſome of thoſe 
Hs who 


_ 
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who were ſharers, and witneſſes thereof- 
My r friend Samuel Neale, in 
ſympathy with our ſorrow, for the loſs of 
a near and juſtly beloved relation, obliged 
me with an affectin of condolence, 
in which he r 
* rc r in a ſociety ca 
by 8 fervent and devoted ; 
« Fi lamp was leniſhed with oil, and 
as bright as ever in my If 
« - he finiſhed his courſe as a fai 
ful ſoldier; he finiſhed it, making war 
* righteouſneſß I was with him at 
« Limerick, at our province meeting, and 
« accompanied him, to the familics. 
« there, pretty — ; he was like an 
« overflowing ſpring, and freely diffuſed 
« what he was made partaker of, amongſt 


« his friends and brethren, and all that 
came in his way. After which he came 


* to cur Cty, ans Gr ne nn. 
> 


« opportunities 
* 24 Ae , 


« 2 to ſubmit to the 


of body, I think he had 
9 ve families, hen the 


infir- 
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* He was calm and compoſed in his mind, 
« ſaid, he was refigned to the divine will, 
» 4 was prepared for the event, relying 
on the mercy of God.” He was certainly 
much favoured, by a divine qualifica- 
tion, and as the evening approached, 
his ſun went down. bright, wich | is the 
crown of. all.” 
And altho? he tad his cloſe trials, and: 
diſcouraging in various ſeaſons. 
. as we may gather — - 
et * thro 
ere eee 
was in tien, a 
ſafely brought through them all; and was 
| favoured to enjoy the cvenin of his day, 
as to ſecular in ſerenity, and 
calm in a ſtate o 1 to de- 
vote himſelf more fully, to the of 
truth, and to fulfil his miniſtry to the 
edification of the churches in this nation: 
He lived to ſee his children well ſettled 
in marriage, to his full ſatisfaction, or 


in a way to fi themſelves reputably, 
1 wih-the divine 


— 
their labours, and preſerved in the fear of 
the Lord, which he defired for them more, 
than outward riches. Incited through the 


Fi in viſitation of divine goodneſs to 
rower Lager in the firſt place, to ſeek 
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neſs, he found the promiſe verified, that 
a ſufficiency of other things were added. 
And having been ſpared to his family, till 
his immediate aſſiſtance became leſs ne- 
ceſſary for their ſupport; and to the 
church, till his day's work was in a good 
degree well accompliſhed; he came to 
his grave, in nigh a full age, as a ſhock 
of corn, cometh in his ſeaſon , experien- 
_ the work of righteouſneſs to be peace, 
and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs 
and aſſurance for ever gj. From hence thoſe 
who may be tried with the like probations, 
as this is a world of viciſſitude, may receive 
encouragement in the cloudy ſeaſon, in 
faith and patience, to caſt their care on 
that divine Being, who careth for his oun, 

and will bring them ſafely thro' all diffi- 
culties, and diſcouragements, provided 
their hearts are ſincere toward him, and 


all things will work together for good, to 


_ thoſe that love God. 


Now the end of theſe publications, is 
not to extol the man, ſo much as to re- 
commend righteouſneſs to mankind, by 
pointing out the beneficial and happy 
effects thereof, in real life: and pas,” <4 
deſire of happineſs, planted deep in our 
nature, is an univerſal affection of the 

human 


+ ob v. 26. IgA. Wii. 29, 
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human mind, (although too often ſought 
in things that cannot give at, or at beſt, 
but the ſhadowy and deceptive appear- 
ance thereof,) to incite them in imitation 
of the juſt, to ſeek it where only it is to 
be found, in pure religion and virtue, 
walking in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs. If we have regarded the 
deceaſed with affectionate eſteem, and ho- 
noured them for their works' ſake, let our 
regard for their memory, prompt us to 
the imitation of their good examples. If 
we regret their loſs, and the vacancy of 
their places, let us conſider that a meaſure 
of the ſame divine ſpirit, which wrought 
powerfully in them for their redemption, 
and enlivened them to every good word 
and work, is alſo given to us individually, 
for the effecting of the ſame happy expe- 
rience in us, whereby through faithful 
obedience on our parts, we may receive 
qualification to fall up ſome of the vacant 
ſeats; be ſerviceable in our reſpective al- 
lotments; exemplary in our lives, and 
bleſſed in our end. 
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Dzax LY BELOVID Fa NDS, 


N DE R a concern for the welfare 
of our focicty, mu 
I think ir my duty, © to. ſtir up the pure 
« mind by way of remembrance.” 
I. In the firſt place, I deſire that none 
under our name, may be raw and i 
rant, at a loſs, if aſked what we profeſs, 
or what is our fundamental 2 
bur hving the ben lt experience ther 


« of, 


160 As EPISTLE 
of, © be ready always,” (as a good apoſtle 


adviſes) to give an anſwer,” or a rea- 
« ſon of the hope, that is in you, with 
« meekneſs and fear.“ 5 

' Wee profeſs to be a le called out of 
the — ſpirit, 112 of the 
world, out of all evil words and works, 
to follow Chriſt, in a cloſe inward adhe- 
rence to the ſecret diſcoveries, which he 
gives us of our duty; that as his faith- 
ful ſervants, we may enjoy his favour, 
both while here, and eternally hereafter. 

And our fundamental principle is this, 
that as God has created us to be for ever 
happy, he hath beſtowed his light, grace, 
or holy ſpirit, to fit and prepare us for it. 
Hereby he teacheth us what to deny, and 
how to live, to attain this great and glo- 
rious end. 

If we adhere to this divine gift, we ſhall 
love him above all things, and other gifts 
and bleſſings, as we ought to do. Pareats 
will love their children in the Lord. Chil- 
dren will be an honour to their parents, 
by a well-guarded, and dutiful conduct: 
'The young, and the aged, will be joined 
as brethren, in one g concern. 

Thus would a holy harmony, be ſeen 
and felt, as formerly: And we, in that 

peace 


Pet. iii. 25. 
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peace, order and union, reverencing the 
Lord our God, ſhould enjoy the ſweet 


influences of his preſence, and the joy of 


his ſalvation. 
Why are we members of a ſeparate 
fociety, but to be more cloſely connected 
with the divine ſource of all purity and 
goodneſs, walking in the light of the Lord, 
that it might ſhine in our lives, as way- 
marks to neighbours and ſober enquirers, 
that they, being won by our good conver- 
ſation, may have cauſe to bleſs God on 
our behalf? Thus were many convinced 
of our principles, and drawn into our ſo- 
ciety, even at the hazard or loſs of all 
that was dear to them in the world. 


II. I think it —_—y to enter upon 
ſome points more particularly, and to add 


ſuch exhortations thereupon, as my pre- 


ſent concern may engage me to impart. 


Submit yourſelves to every ordinance 


of man for the Lord's ſake: g actively, 
when not contrary to the law of God; 
paſſively, when it is oppoſite thereto. This 
15 conformable to the example of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, as well as of good men, 
in former ages, and of all the worthy mar- 


tyrs in later days. 


$ Pet. ii. 13. 
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The Jews complained of Chriſt, for 
tranſgreſſing or breaking their laws: at 

laſt when Pontius Pilate ſaid, repeatedly, 
I find no fault in him,” they anſwered, 
* We have a law, and by our law he 
_< ought to die.“ + 

From our fundamental princi Mo be- 

foremeationed, proceeded our well-known 

inciples, or teſtimony for Chriſt our 
Lord, in its ſundry branches, which it is 
our incumbent duty to bear, and to ſhew 
forth to the world; as in the following 
inſtances. 

III. Our bleſſed Lord commands us; 
not to ſwear at all.“ It is our duty 
firmly to obey his command, whenever we 
are tried herein, and rather to-ſuffer pa- 
tiently what human laws may inflict, 
than to take an oath, on any account 
whatſoever. Thus Daniel the three 
worthy Hebrews, choſe rather to ſacrifice 
their bodies to the lion's den, and to the 
fiery furnace, than to comply with the 
law of man, when it demanded a revolt 
from their duty, to their ſupreme Sovereigr. 

IV. The law of man ſometimes re- 
quires Wars and fightings, and actively 


to contribute thereto : Chriſt com- 
mands us to love our enemies, „ 


1 John xix. 4, 6, 7. 
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all men nothing but what is good. As 
his profeſſed ſubjects, we cannot therefore, 
actively contribute to military affairs. 


Our Lord ſaid to Pilate, © If my kingdom 


« were of this world, then would my ſer- 
« vants fight.” 9 Again, whatever injuries 
or ill uſage we receive, we mult follow 
his pattern, not rendering reviling for re- 
viling, leaving vengeance to the Lord to 
whom it belongs. None amongſt us, muſt 
either fight, or do any violent action, tend- 
ing to provoke thereto. We muſt truſt 


in the Lord, and then he will diſcover 


the beſt means of helping and healing 
the evil in others, or animate us innocent- 
ly to bear our teſtimony againſt it, where 
hearts are too hard to admit any offered 
In this caſe our Lord aſſures us, 
that great is our reward in heaven: for 
ſuch uſage the righteous who were be- 
fore us, have met with. 

V. Our dear Lord commands his own 
miniſters freely to give, as from him they 
freely receive ; * not: a 
hireling man- made miniſtry therefore, is 
none of his; nor can we join in ſupport- 
ing it, as ſuch. Tho' the law of man 
hath eſtabliſhed it, we ought to do as the 
apoſtles did, © And to obey God _ 


$ John xviii. 36. 
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than man.” + The goſpel of Chriſt is 
free, not ſubject to worldly traffic. It can 
neither be bought nor ſold. It is the pow- 
er of God to ſalvation. It brings the ſoul, 
which receives and ſubmits to it, into im- 
mortal union with the father of lights, by 
leavening it into his divine nature. Lhat 
which ſelfiſh prieſts purchaſe and demand 
money for, is therefore not the goſpel; 
and their pretending it to be ſo, is an art- 
ful impoſition. 

This with many other things of like 
kind, our anceſtors diſcovered in the 
true light, and therefore (like holy Da- 
nie] and his brethren) paſſively ſubraitted 
to the laws, which required the ſupport of 
this impoſition, and to the rigorous ex- 
ecution of thoſe laws. By their co 
and made 
way ſmooth and caſy to us, our ſufferings 
being li ht, 1 in compariſon of theirs. 

was but the love of God, _ 


animated chearfully to ſuffer 
ſpoiling of goods, with long and har 
priſonments: rated from all that was 


near and dear to them in the world. It 
was in the ſupport of their teſtimony to 
the univerſality of God's love to mankind, 
who invites them that are * 
them 


+ Acts v. 29. 
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them that have no money, to come and 
buy wine and milk, without money and 
without price. 

May their deſcendants and ſucceſſors, 
from generation to generation, come 
after | coma in the ſame noble cauſe. 80 
would they miniſter joy, to ſuch as have 
no other intereſt in vieu, but the ſpiritual 
health and vigor of the body, and of 
every member therein. Some indeed of 
late years, have degenerated from that 
fidelity to God, which thoſe worthies ever 
firmly manifeſted. Theſe throw down 
what their forefathers laboured to build 
up, and diſſolve that ſpiritual bond, which 


ſhould unite us in faith and love. I car- 


neſtly deſire they would draw near in ſpi- 
rit to Chriſt, and to his militant church, 
to be a help to faithful friends. When 
any of you are tried with future demands 
on ſuch accounts, I cannot but wiſh for 
you, as I look back to the worthies gone, 

that like them ye may ſtand fait, in the 
freedom of the goſpel, without flinching, 
or any way evading our teſtimony for it. 
I fully believe that your fidelity, in ſuch 


trials, would be the means of giving you 
new life and ſtrength, for the zealous 
and upright diſcharge of other chriſtian 
duties, and of making you both 9 

an 
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and honourable members, not only of 
civil, but alſo of religious ſociety. 

As to that formal worſhip, which is 
begun and carried on in the will of man, 
our faithful predeceſſors could have no 
unity with it, nor aCtively contribute to 
the ſupport of the places, or materials ap- 
repriated to ſuch worſhi | 
VI. On the other hand, they moſt con- 
ſcientiouſly paid an active obedience to 
the laws, which enjoin the payment of 
cuſtoms, duties, and exciſe, to the King 
I ment; and were zealous, both 

by example and precept, to induce all to 
be careful and punCtual therein, and not 
on any account to deal in goods ſuſpect- 
ed to be clandeſtinely imported, nor 
even to buy any of them, for their own 
prom conſumption. So ſhould we (till 

eep ourſelves, entirely clear from this, 
and every other ſort of unrighteous gains 
or ſavings. 

VII. The law of the land, ſets apart 
one day in ſeven, for religious retirement, 
and the 2 1 This our fore - 

fathers a of, and religiouſly ob- 
ſerved; I ar the ſame time, they teſt; 
fied that the Jewiſh ſabbath is ended, by 
the coming of Chriſt; and that, there is 


than another . I have long had an ear- 
neſt 


no inherent holineſs, in any one day more 
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neſt deſire, that all our friends would duly 
obſerve, and apply that day, to its proper 
purpoſe, to begin each week aright, and 
ſo to hold on, to the end of it; to avoid 
as much as poſlible, travelling about 
worldly affairs on that day, and be con- 
ſtant, while in health, in attending meet- 
ings for worſhip. Deny yourſelves the 
liberty of walking abroad, at ſuch time, 
or in ſuch manner, as will not be of good 
example to the idle multitudes, who give 
the looſe rein to licentious inclinations, on 
that day : but rather chooſe to have your 
families collected, for reading the holy 
ſcriptures, or what may make good im- 
preſſions on their minds, that when it 
thall be ſaid, Give an account of thy 
< ſtewardſhip, for thou may'ſt be no 
longer ſteward,” We then may be 
ready to give our accounts with joy, and 
receive the anſu er of Well done, good 
« and faithful ſervant. Enter thou into 
< the joy of thy Lord.“ _ | 
VIII. For want of this care, what 
harms abound! I am loth to mention 
them, but hope ye will bear with me, 
when ye duly conſider that, nothing but 
well-withing love, induces me to lay them 
before you, in order that all might join 
in contributing a tunely remedy thereto, 
MF One with 
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with the means of doing it, which the 
Lord furniſhes us with. 
It is apparent, that from hence the love 
of God in many waxeth cold. How they 
make light of religious duties! What a 
flender attendance of week-day meetings 
for the worſhip of God, as well as of 
thoſe which are held for an united care 
of the good of the body! So that it may 
now be ſaid of many, as in ſorrou ful 
days formerly, The ways of Zion 
« mourn, becauſe none come to her 
« ſolemn feaſts.“ Again, what reſtleſsneſs 
in meetings, what outward indications of 
ſpiritual indolence, of abſent or wander- 
ing minds, of neglect of the awful duty 
of worſhip, due from us to our great 
creator, what gazing about, or falling 
aſleep! Oh it is grievous, and tends to give 
ſtrangers a diſhonourable idea concerning 
us, while we profeſs the pure ſpiritual wor- 
ſhip of God, according to his own inſti- 
tution; and while our dear ſaviour hath 
aſſured us, that where tuo or three are 
gathered together in his name, he is in 
the midſt of them. Again, from hence 
what violations of our chriſtian teſtimony 
in its ſundry branches, what weakneſs, and 
inconſiſtency in conduct with that divine 
principle, 


Lam. i. 4 
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principle, which we profeſs! How do 
many trample upon the precious labours, 
and ſufferings of men, whoſe memories are 
and ever. will be bleſſed, as they were va- 
liant for the truth, revealed to them by 
Chriſt their deareſt Lord! And hall we 
not be brought to account for theſe things ? 
And will not our account be heavier, in 
the reckoning day, than that of others, 
who have not been favoured in ſo high a 
degree, nor ſo much ſtriven with, by the 
ſpirit of the Lord, who declared to the 
old world, before its final ruin, My 
<< fpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man.” 

IX. Again, how many in theſe peril- 
ous days run back, and draw others with 
them, into the vanities of the times, into 
a conformity with the world, both in dreſs 
and addreſs, into the company of ſuch as 
indulge the ſame diſpoſitions, till the plain 
honeſt manners, of ſincere and affection- 
ate friends, are falling into diſuſe, being 
ſuch as fome are aſhamed of. 'Thus were 
many aſhamed of Chriſt, and offended in 
him, for his plain and humble appearance, 
when in the body : but he declared thar, 
he alſo would be aſhamed of them, or 
would deny them, before his father and 
his holy angels. 

From theſe pernicious liberties, have 
proceeded mixt Wa running out 
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the prieits, confuſion in families, afflic- 
tion and anguiſh of parents, in the bad 
returns made to them by diſobedient chil- 
dren, painful wounds to our chriſtian ſo- 
ciety. Many, by theſe traps and ſnares 
of the common enemy, have been carried 
away into the wide world; and quite Joſt 
as to the dedication of their hearts and 
lives, to the love and fear of God: and 
but few have ſtood in the gap, to preveut 
their thus running out: Few have joined 
in repairing the breaches, made by back- 
{liders, in that wall of defence, which the 
Lord by his power and ſpirit, had erected 

In this general decline of the ſocietr, 
there ſeems to be great cauſe, to fear the yet 
farther ſpreading of theſe harms, unleſs 
the Lord in mercy, turn the hearts cf 
many, timely to himſelf, which we ar- 
dently pray for, knowing that, except the 
Lord build the houſe, men labour bur in 
vain: yet we muſt do our duty; otherwiſe 
ve ſhall not be clear in his ſight: and he 
ordereth {now as he did formerly) line up- 
on line, and precept upon precept, in or- 
der that all may be timely warned, whe- 
ther they will hear, or forbear 

| believe there are none joined in pro- 
feſſion withr us, who deviate from our prin- 
viple of ſelf-denial, and plainneſs in habit 

and 
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and ſpeech, who have not been ſecretly 
ſhewed that it is wrong, that it is a com- 
pliance with the ſpirit of the world, 4 re- 
fuſal of the croſs of Chriſt, a denial of 
him before men : but they liſten to that 
voice, which beguiled Eve, which tells them 
that there is no harm in ſuch deviations, 
or that they are ſmall matters; tho” it is 
manifeſt, that ſuch ſmall matters have 
opened the door gradually wider and. wi- 
der, to the groſs declenſion which: has 
overſpread. Iho' many are deceiv'd and 
darken'd by the enemy, ts deem them 
ſmall matters, yet they have great conſe- 
quences, as they tend to debar us of fu- 
ture happineſs, and to center us in juſtly 
deſerved puniſhments, for diſobeving and 
diſregarding Chriſt, who l:ads into humi- 
lity and plainneſs, and preferring that ene- 
my who ſeduces into pride, and worldly 
conformity. | 

I often look with pity, on the victims 
to the vanities of the world, who ſell their 
birthright for a meſs of 44 often 
deſiring that they may quit the purſuit 
of ſhadous, wiſely to ſeek, and happily 
poſſeſs the moſt ineſtimable, and enduring 
ſubſtance. Hereby they would give ſolid 
Joy to their well-wiſhing friends, and 
ain an ample ſhare thereof in them- 
elves; a joy not like the pleaſures of fin, 

I 2 whict 


may be as ignorant, 


- vious faults in 
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which are but for a ſeaſon, and are fol- 
lowed with a certain and ſevere ſting; a 
joy, which will go beyond the grave, to 
receive an infinite increaſe, and an endleſs 
duration. 

X. In regard to ſuch as have not yet 
much departed from that plainneſs, (at 
leaſt in dreſs) in which they u ere educa- 
cated, ſome probably, may not be under 
any ftrong temptation, to run into the 
toouih faſhions of a corrupt age. Yet 
the enemy ſeeks to catch them in ſome 

other ſnares: and ſome of theſe 
as void of ex 
 rience of divine principle we profeſs, 
as ſome of the more — wm Outward 
plainneſs, without inw umility, ; 
zuſtice and charity, is of very lied: worth: 
Except we follow after theſe virtues, ob- 
temper and conduct, will 
appear, to diſcover our emptineſs, and to 
ſerve ſome for an argument againſt plain- 
neſs, or for a ſubject of ridicule; and do 
more harm, to the cauſe of truth, than 
ater errors, in the conduct of and 
— libertines. 8885 
Hlou grievoully diſappointing, are they 
who carry a right appearance, yet when 
tried are found to be inſipid, and dead, 
as to the life of righteouſneſs! Wherefore 
let none value themſelves on a plain out- 


ſide, 
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ſide, as if that of itſelf were ſufficient. It 
1s as far from it, as the ſtate of thoſe for- 
merly complained of; who drew nigh to 
the Lord with their mouths, and with 
their lips honoured him, but their hearts 
_ were far from him. 
Be not deceived: God is not mocked 
by fair appearances, or empty pretences : 
But ſuch as every man ſows, he mult reap. 
EH under the beſt appearance, or ſtricteit 
form, we ſow to the fleſh, we ſhall only 
reap corruption, and the miſerable fruits 
of hypocriſy, profeſſing one thing and 
practiſing another; when they who have 
towed to the ſpirit, ſhall reap the happy 
fruits of their fidelity to God. 

If we look. over our ſociety in this na- 
tion, and take a view, both of them who 
are plain in dreſs, and who are otherwiſe, 
how many of. both ſorts, have their minds 
faſt rooted 1n this preſent world, devoting 
all their talents to it, rejecting the coun- 
fel of Chriſt, who. directs us ro ſeek firck 
the kingdom of God,” or to live and 
act, under his government! Hence in 
ſome places, what poor lifeleſs meetings! 
Ho little of the ſacred fire of divine love 
burning! How. little of the light of the 
glory of God ſhining! No living miniſ- 
ter left amongſt them, and ſcarce one lie- 
ing member of the body of Chriſt, to 

. + ns feel 
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feel for the others, and take ſome tende 
care of them for their good; their lamps 
gone out, and ſcarcely any oil retained 
in a ſingle veſſel; a week-day meeting 
hardly kept up, and the one meeting on 
the firſt day badly attended. Thus have 
ſome meetings died away, and are loſt; 
and others appear to be in a languid, ſick- 
ly condition, ſeeming ſcarce likely to live 
long, except they timely apply to the 
great and phyſician, who is both 
able and willing to reſtore life, health, 
ſoundneſs and vigor, to raiſe up and qua- 
lify © Judges, as at the firſt, and counſel- 
« lors as at the beginning.” Burt for- 
merly, when in the body, in ſome places, 
he did none of his mighty works, by rea- 
fon of their unbelief: fo now, when his 
miniſters. viſit ſuch places, they find the 
goſpel has not a free courſe; they can 
at beſt but feebly labour in ſuch hard 


ts. 'The word preached, doth not 
. by reaſon of not meeting with Eich 
in them that hear. 
| Great is the myſtery of iniquity, in 
which the ſubtle t works in many, 
to their hurt or ruin, unawares to them, 


ſor want of their paying due regard and 
attention, to that grace of God, which 
would diſcover the hidden ſnare, and pre- 
ſerve from it. Hence a wrong ſpirit 
1 | 362 uſurps 
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uſurps the 3 due to God, and 


gradually hardens the heart, till the ſal- 
vation of the immortal ſoul, becomes a 


matter of very little concern, the firſt and 


great commandment of loving God uith 


the whole heart, being much violated: ſuch 
are in a moſt dangerous ſtate, except they 
turn in haſte © to flee from the wrath, that 
is to come.” I often earneſtly deſire, that 
ye who are of this kind, would doi it, leſt 


ve be left to your own courſes, in that 


broad way, which leads to deſtruction, 
and © the things which. belong to your 
"ER from your eyes.” 

I. © The Lord hath ſhewed unto 


<«< thee O: man, what is good.” But many 
have ſuffered the good impreſſions they 


have been favoured with, to be like the 
morning deu. which ſoon paſſeth away. 
They ruſh into irreligious company, and 


ſelf· indulging liberties, which, like the fowls. 


of the air, carry of all the good ſeed of 


the kingdom, which infinite goodneſs had 
owed in their minds. 
prize and 


What need have we then, to 
purſue Chriſt's counſel, © to watch and 

pray,“ not to. enter into theſe tempta- 
tions, to abſtain from all a 
evil, to avoid ſuch: company as deadly 
Poiſon, as there can be no fellowſhip be- 
twixt light and —_— or betwixt —_ 


* 


ance of 
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and Behal; and as we naturally become 
like thoſe, whom we love and with whom 
we aſſociate. 
Never go to places of public diverſion, 
ſuch as Play-houſes, Horſe- races, Cock- 
htings, or to Ale-houſes, thoſe haunts 
the licentious, who fear not God. Be 
watchful and clear from intemperance. 
Live as men accountable to God, your 
hearts, and your converſation in heaven, 
and your moderation appearing in all 


8. 
f would be glad to eſcape everlait- . 
ing miſery, the habitation of rebels to 
the laws and government of our great 
creator. All would be glad to be admit- 
ted into everlaſting happineſs, the portion 
of. ſuch as obey thoſe laws and that 
government. Why then, will any amongſt 
us, be the enemy's inſtruments, in pro- 
moting apoſtacy, from the very life of 
true religion, and godlineſs? Oh rather 
chooſe to eſcape miſery, and enſure hap- 
ineſs. Break off all connections, which 
are obſtacles to it. It is Chriſt's command. 
« If thy right hand offend, cut it off.“ 
Lay aſide every weight, and the ſin which 
molt eaſily beſets. Be obedient to him, 
and thou wilt be happy, ſeparated from 
the miſerable regions of obitinate and 
2 ſinners. 

5 XII. Let 
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XII. Let us call to mind, and not 
haſtily forget it, that Chriſt has given 
himſelf for us, © to redeem us from all 
« iniquity, and to purify unto himſelf a 
« peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 


Vet notwithſtanding all this, it is evident 


that too many among us are induced, and 
induce one another, to ſlight the kindeſt 
offers of their beſt friend. They give ear 
to the voice of the ſtranger, and ſu ay d 
by his perſuaſions, put off 

a ſaviour's offer. Far from being zealous 
of doing all that is well pleaſing to God, 
they counteract that profeſſion, to which 
he by his holy ſpirit, 
propoſe to obey the almighty at ſome fu- 
ture day, and in that pr nous hope, 
to ſtifle divine conviction, is a moſt fatal 
artifice of the grand adverſary, whereby 


he inſenſibly darkens the mind, and hard- 


ens the heart, to render us his vaſſals, 


and to ſecure us to himſelf as ſuch.-----As 


delays herein are infinitely dangerous, as 
we cannot repent when we will, tor _ 
tance is God's gift, begin then, while it 
is the day of God's viſitation ; for when 
the night overtakes, none can work out 
the ſoul's ſalvation, 

XIII. Wherefore cleave cloſe in heart, 
to the divine gift, the myſtery hid from 
ages, but now revealed, even Chriit in 

You 


their embracing 


th called us. To 


» Am 
> — 


1 = —— „ 
* - _ — <> I —— 
— 2 — ho — 
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you the hope of glory, that your ſouis 
may be enamoured with that beauty, 
which will never fade. Lay hold of all 
the helps and means by him provided. 
Be kind to all, but familiar with few, 
and thoſe few, ſuch as fear the Lord. 
This fear preſerved Joſeph, in the time of 
trial; but for want of it Abſalom overſet 
all his perſonal advantages. Seck to be 
cloſely linked with good friends: for © two 
are hetter than one,” and a threefold 
cord not eaſily broken.” Great are the 
an—_— folid —_ * in 
y religious ſociety. Formerly when 
the ou wose counted happy, they who 
feared the Lord, ſpeak often one to ano- 
ther, and the Lord declared his a- 
tion of the pious ardour, with which 
they mutually animated each other. As 
on one hand, the friendſhip of the 
world, is eamity with God: “ 80 on 
the other, Iſrael the Lord's le, were 
to dwell alone by themſelves, and not to 
be numbered with the nations; their ſafety 
and true peace depending hereupon, they 
were enjoined not to contract any alli- 
ance or intimacy with them, to prevent 
the decay of that fervent love to the 
Lord their God, which he inſpired _ 
| with, 


* James iv. 4. 
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with, while they abode in his covenant, 
and duly obſerved his laws, his ſtatutes 
and ordinances; and to prevent their 
children from contracting the manners of 
thoſe nations, and running into their 
faſhions and cuſtoms. While they kept 
together in an united care, and venera- 
tion of the Lord, they proſpered both out- 
wardly and inwardly; nothing could 
harm them, no effort of the common ene- 
my, could prevail againſt them. May 
we thus keep together, ſtrengthening one 
another in the love of God, and faithful- 
neſs to him, and then we may be ſure 

that our caſe will be the very ſame. 
XIV. There are many we believe, or- 
derly and reputable in their lives, who 
need to be more baprized into the ardent 
love of God, and dedication of heart to 
his cauſe, that they may not be like ſloth- 
ful ſeivants, at eaſe in Zion, and indulg- 
ing themſelves, inſtead of ſerving the 
Lord. The harveſt is great, and needs 
more labourers, to fill up the vacant pla- 
ces of many removed from works to re- 
wards, What want of minitters, elders, 
of ſuch whom the 1oly Ghoſt hath made 
overſeers, taking heed to themſelves, and 
to the flock, of helpers of one another 
in animating viſits, both to families and 
individuals, 


ib AM EPISTLE 
individuals, in the lively flow of that love 
which the Lord giveth to them, who de- 
vote their hearts to his ſervice. 

A few yet are mercifully preſerved, who 
for Zion's ſake cannot 4 at eaſe, but 
_ thro? all diſcouragements hold on their 

wav, knowing they ſerve a good maſter, 
and reſolving thro his grace, never to 
deſert his ſervice, but to keep their places 
under his direQon, and to hold fait the 
bleed truth, in the love of it, to the end 
of their lives. May he grant an increaſe 
of their number and ſtrength: I deſire 
above all things for myſelf, that to the 
end of my days, I may be one of their 
number. O my ſoul, come thou into 
their ſecret adoration of God; with their 
aſſembly herein, maveſt thou ever be uni- 
ted! For indeed the Lord is good to them, 
that ſeek and diligently ſerve him, nou- 
riſhing that life, which is hid with Chriſt, 
a life which will never die; well reward- 
ing them, for al their labours, and for 
the ſacrifices which they offer to him, on 
the altar of obedience, giving them an 


hundredfold. 
XV. When our Lord told his diſciples, 


that one of them thould betray him, the 
ret heard it with concern, and enquired, 
Ie it 1 ? Many have contributed to the 


great declenſion, and each of us ſhould 
enquire, 
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enquire, /s it /? Many have need to be 
created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good 
works; but they muſt firſt put off the oid 
man, with his deeds, in deep humiliation 
before the Lord; which to them, who pa- 
tiently abide under his righteous judg- 
ments for ſin, draws down the gift of te- 
pentance unto ſalvation, never to be re- 
pented of; and that new birth without 
which we can have no place in his king- 
dom. We muſt give up all our idols; 
elſe we are undone. Our own wills mut 
be ſubjected to the will of God.. All our 
own wiſdom mult be laid at his feet. We 
mult deny ourſelves, take up our croſs 
daily, and follow him. There are no 
other terms on which life everlaſting is to 
be had. Our Lord informs us, that they 
who expect to gain it. by climbing up any 
other way, Will be treated as thieves and 
robbers. Oh then, my dear friends, in 
every part of Ireland, I earneſtly defir- 
that ye may buy the truth, whatever it 
coſt you, and fell it not. Loox upon all 
things beſide, but as droſs or dung, in 
compariſon of it. Let us hold fait the 
one thing needful, vihatzver elle leave us 
or be taken from us. So ſhall we have 
liv'd not in vain, obtaining the great end 
for which we had being given us. 


K XVI. 
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XVI. O ye parents, who have man 
a the wards thr 
them, don't be over anxious on that ac- 
count, or make it an excuſe, for non-at- 
tendance of duties. Conſider 
chat it may be wiſely ſo erdered, as the 
. means of their tion; and if they 
follow Chriſt, it may prove of great ad- 
vantage to. them, beyond what ye and 
they are aware of. A little ſatisfies a bum- 
ble mind, as we brought nothing into the 
world, and can carry nothing out. 
who obtain the favour of God, will nei- 


ther want any thing needful, nor covet 
any thing fi but having food 
and raiment, ith be content. Where- 


fore be anxious for them, only on this 
account, that they may lay hold on eter- 
nal life, and keep their hold of that; then 
they wall be truly happy, but not without 
it, uf they had ever ſo much in the world. 
They ave indeed juftly to be eſteemed, 
who having more, are thereby the more 
humbled, and more abounding in uſeful 

tervices and good works. 


And O ye young people, on conſi- 
—＋ that R . — into the world, to 
42 ever, on the terms laid down 

by by Chit as abovementioned. With all 
your gettings, get the favour of the molt 
high, who invites you to it: before ho- 
nour, 
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— but pride goes before deſtruction. 
| Ye need not envy any one, however great 
in the world, if ye have the Lord on your 
fide. United with your dear parents, in 
walking humbly with him, ye will have 


the enlarged our happy partion. 

Your = 1 — Lg vigi- 
lance and — will be crowned with 
the pledges and encouraging 
foretaſtes, of endleſs bliſs. So will ye be well 
ſatished with your lots in every condition, 
(and find that godlineſs coupled with di- 
vine contentment is the greateſt, and infi- 
nitely the molt valuable — being fitted 
by your bleſſed redeemer for life, death, 

judgment, and for that eternal joy, which 
is unſpeakable and full of glory. 

So will ye be alive to God, and of that 
number vw he pronounces bleſſed, who 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs. So 
will ye carefully watch againſt every 
thing that is wrong, both in yourſelves 
and others, and endeavour to ſtop it in 
its firſt beginning: ye u ill love that which 
is good, and employ all your talents, with 
divine help, ta promote it both by exam- 
ple and brotherly counſel. 

Then would meetings both for worſhip 
and diſcipline be well attended; for com- 
ing to. them under th: ns of 

cart 


heart which is of the Lord, we ſhould by 
him be overſhadowed with his power and 
love; the wing of the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs, would be overſpread, which illumi- 
_ nates the ſpiritual mind to diſcern its 
duties, and animates to diſcharge them, 
therein to ſhare the things which 
God has in ſtore for them that love him. 
We ſhould hereby be edified and built up 
together in the moſt holy faith, and con- 
cerned to live in reverent love and ſub- 
jection to him out of meetings, faithfully 
maintaining our teſtimony for Chriſt, our 
holy head, in all its branches. 

$ ſhould ue be again, as former!y, 
a people of one heart and mind, baptized 
by one ſpirit into one body: All the dark- 
neſs of ignorance and inexperience, all 
the coldneſs of the worldly or carnal mind 
would be removed; and Zion's light 
would yet again go forth with brightneſs, 
and the ſalvation of God be felt amongſt 
us, as a lamp that burneth. ; 

With ſtrong deſires on the behalf of 
all, who, in this nation, join in the profeſ- 
ſion of the bleſſed truth, that they may 
thus experience the poſſeiſion of it, ard 
be partakers of its ſaving efficacy and 
laſting. peace, I remain your aifectionate 
and well-viihing friend. 
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